
Reference is made to Bureau letter to the Paris office dated May 
7, 1945 entitled "Comrnonist Coverage in the Western Hemisphere" and to 
Manila letter to the Bureau dated November 16, 1945 bearing the caption 
of instant letter* 

This letter represents the first report on the activities of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines emanating from the Manilla office* It is 
not being put ^nbo proper investigative report form due to lack of clerical 
personnel* / 

L/The ComamLst Partv^f the Philippiheb was organized in 1930 by 
ANTONIO DtrQRA afid KRI SANTX T^VANGSLISTA, both of whom have since died* Prior 
to the war th# PARTlbo KCMJNISIT M' NG PILIPINAS 6 COMMUNIST PARTY OP THE 
PHILIPPINES), commonly deferred to as the^PKP, was a small and, impotent 
political# party* The SOCIALIST PARTY, headed by P EDRO ABAD^SSl TOS, was 
the dominant leftwing political group* Its main strength was in the province 
of Pampanga in central Luzon where, in the elections of 1940, it was strong 
enough to elect eight out of twentyone mayors. Its popular support in Pam¬ 
panga stemmed from the real injustices to be found in the feudal landlord- 
tenant wMjftf# system which exists throughout the Philippine Islands but is 
particularly harsh and grievous ih Pampanga and the neighboring provinces of 
Nueva Ecija, Tarlac and Bulacan. 

\ , Prior to the outbreak of war PEDRO ABAD SANTOS and his protege, 

\ LU IS^TA RDC (who became Commander-in-Chief of the Hukbalahap during the 
y \ occupation) led the Socialist Party into a coalition with the / Comoynist 



[; VVjParty. which had come under the leadership of PEDRCnCASTRQ* ' 

. , A HECoffim . ,rd -3n(1- 


During the Japanese occupation,^tftese lfeftwin^ groups ^nd^te-c«ifra^^ 
Luzon provinces waged war on both the Japanese^iftEXho hatej. -iaadlor^-t^n&t '«. 
system, the former through the Hukbalahap (Peopled Army ravFignt *lhePJ^>anese), 
the latter through the United Front Movement* Detailed information concerning 
the organization andactivities of the Hukbalahap and the United Fpoht M ove.- ,* 
ment has previously been/6ransnittcd the Bureau by ^Manila lettej/dated* April 
% 1945 entitled "Huk^alahaps; Security Matter ■jyC" and Manila letters dated 
(/September 6, 1945 and January 23, 1946 entltled r^ukba laha ^iHubong B ayan 0 • 

-~La b an _sa,Japon ) akd i tyeople t s Army to Fight»the J apanese;. Internal Security - C^/\ 
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With the end of the Japanese occupation, the United Front Movement 
went out of existence and the Democratic Alliance was organized in its stead, 
constituting a leftwing political party createdon a broader base and main¬ 
taining itself to be less extreme in its economic and sociological principles 
than the Comminist-Socialist doainated-^ffllted Front Movement* Complete details 
concerning the organization and composition of the'Democratic Alliance were 
previously f runished the Bureau in the report of Special Agent Nicholas J 
Alaga, dated November 9, 1945 at Manila, entitled "Democratic Alliance; In¬ 
ternal Security - C”* 

The Socialist Party was not reborn with the termination of the 
Japanese occupation* Santos, the Socialist leader, had lost his life during 
this period* Taruc, his chief henchman, who had become Commander-in-Chief of 
the Hukbalahap, was interned by the United States Army, along with other 
Hukbalahap leaders, as dangerous to security* Upon his release from intern¬ 
ment, he made no move to reestablish the Socialist Paj£y but, instead, took 
his place as one of the policymaking leaders of theTSemocratio Alliance* It 
is reported, without any substantiating evidence that T have seenythat he 
became a Communist along with Santo3 and is a member of the Communist Party 
National Committee* 

The Communist Party, in contrast with the Socialist Party, claims 
never to have gone out of existence during the Japanese occupation* Whether 
this be true or not, nevertheless it ha3 emerged larger and stronger than 
ever before** Like the defunct Socialist Party, its main strength lies in 
Pampanga, with strong organizations in Tarlac, Nueva Ecija and Bulacan in that 
order of numerical strength* So far as I have been able to determine it has 
little strenght in Manila* * 

Hie headquarters of the Communist Party of the Philippines is 
situated in the residence of its General Secretary at 1384 Juan Luna Street, 
Tondo, Manila* Its official publication, tha ^KAL AYAAN 11 , edited by F ELIPE 
——SJSVILLA, is published from this address* "" 

Its Fifth National Convention was held February 24, 1946 in 
Manila* There is transmitted herewith a detailed report on the convention 
prepared by the 1135th Counterintelligence Detachment on the basis of informant, 
coverage* At the convention PEDBD CASTRO was reelected General Secretary and 
a National Committee was selected* The names of the members of the National 
Committee were kept a close secret* I mad e every effort to a scertain their 
identities through Confidential Informants ! | with negative 

results* I attempted to secure such info mation through Major, 

E rnes to^Tu paz, Philippine Army, who prepared the CIC report on the convention 
and who was"‘handling dC*« informants on leftwing matters, but his efforts 
proved fruitless* Further attempts to ascertain the composition of this 
committee will cntinue to be made. <• 

(/ Tupaz is of the opinion that the cmmittee members include LUIS 
TARUC, CASTCTtSLEJANDRINO and MARmj$£&tG0S of the Hukbalahap and JUAN-JECBL 
and MATED^ DjEL* t<ASTI LLO of the National Peasants Union* These five men are top- 
ranking leaders In tKelr respective organizations and important figures in 
the Democratic Alliance. Tupaz feels that they deem it unwise that that 
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theybe openly identified as officials in the Comainist Party; for such 
would furnish ammunition to the opponents of the Democratic Alliance, 
Hukbalahap, and thg-ffi atio nal Peasants Union, who have been persistently 
attacking them as Communis t‘ Front - organiz at ions • 

There is also being transmitted herewith an 1135th CIC 
Detachment report dated March 15, 1946 entitled "The Communist 
Threat"* It was prepared by CIC Agent Harris, a former newspaper 
man, whom CIC utilizes for political reporting* It will bemted that 
he groups the Hukbalahap, the .National Peasants-Union, th effiommitte e 
on Labor O rg anizat ion and the Democratic Alliance as instrumentalities 
employedTby the Communist Party to achieve its ends* I am of the 
opinion that this is an unwarranted, generalization on thebasis of 
the available evidence* All of them are, wi thout £ question, left- 
of~th e-center organizations, but I have seen no clearcut evidence 
which would, substantiate the allegation that they are all Comcouhist 
dupes* Of course, if Major Tupaz' speculations that the leaders of 
the Hukbalahap and the National Peasants Union are members of the 
Communist National Committee be true, they should certainly be regarded 
as Communist organizations* The leaders of the Democratic Alliance and 
the Committee on Labor Organization are not alleged to be Communists, 
but it is argued that their rank and file are dominated by the Hukbalahap 
and the National Peasants Union, which,in turn, are dominated by the 
Communist Party of the Philippines* This appears to me to be a matter for 
investigation, rather than speculation* 

On page 3 of the abovementioned CIC report excerpts are cited 
from an alleged oath 1 of the National Peasamb Union to prove its Communist 
nature* I am transmitting herewith the complete oath which was secured by 
CIC through a raid on the La Paz, Tarlac, headquarters of the National 
Peasants Union b y, the Philippine Army Military Police* Supposedly the 
President of the La Paz National Peasants Union branch identified it as 
the oath,of membership of the National Peasants Union* I,have read it 
over caregfully and am convinced'that it is the oath of membership in 
the Communist Party of the Philippines* I am of the opinion that the con¬ 
clusion that it is the National Peasants Union oath i3 the result of 
careless interrogation* For the Bureau's information, the National 
Peasants Union is generally called thS^M, standing fog^ SMBANSANG 
KAIS AHAN NG MAGB UBUK ID, As stated earlier in instant letter the Communist 
Party of tffe^Philipplnes is usually designated as the PKP* 

■ f On page 3 it will also be noted that the Communist Inter¬ 

nationale is subsidizing Ccuaaonist organizations here to the extent of 
$6000 per month* Such money is reported l\as being sent by the Communist 
Party of the USA through American merchant seamen* I have tried to secure 
additional information.concerning this* According to CIC its source is 
a confidential informant whose reliability cannot be guaranteed. Further, 
it is uncertain where the money is coming from* Tfhat the informant 
actually claims is, that American merchant seamen bring $6000 per month 
to the Communist Party here, some of which they pick up in Shanghai. The 
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informant deduces that since the couriers are American seamen and since 
all the money is not coming from Shanghai, the rest of it must come from 
the Communist Party in the United States* He cannot furnish the names of any 

of the couriers nor any further dtails cnceming them* / 

Regarding Bureau letter of December 19, 45, captioned "Communist 
Party of the U*S*A; Internal Security - C" requesting inquiry as to the 
Communist Party of the USA communicating with the.Communist Party here in 
responnse to the radiogram from the Communist Party of Australia, in¬ 
vestigation has so far re suited, negatively, the only information secured 
being speculation such as appears above that the two Communist Parties 
a»e in communication through merchant seamen* 

This letter will be regarded in this office has having the 
same status as a pending report* 


Enclosures 

100-5 Very truly yours 

OW 

N J J&aga () 

FBI Liason Officer 


FILE: 

Re: 'COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Internal Security - C 

e weekly .Intelligence Trend Report of January 29, 194&, of 
G-2, AFWESPAC, reflects that among documents seized by Philippine Army 
Military Police in the raid on the National Peasants Union at La Paz, 

Tarlac, on January JLGth, was an oath of mpm^ership in the Communist Party, 
which was identified as such by CERONOMI-SB-ATO, National Peasants Union 
President in La Paz, which read as follows: 

”Jn the name of the Comnunist Party of the Philippines, which is a branch 
of the Communist Party of the whole world-(3.1.) and the party of the famous 
fathers of the poor who are Harx, Brsgels, Lenin, and Stalin. Vfith my whole 
being and with my own free will, I swear to do what a member of this 
organization ought to do; I will do without any reservation the rules of 
the Communist Party of the whole world (International Comnunism); and the 
rules and by-laws of the Communist Party of the Philippines and the decisions 
of the organs who are empowered to decide. I also swear to obey the orders 
of the 'Centralismo Demokratico . 1 I will attend the meetings of the 
organization or chapters where 1 belong and help to solve the problems and 
hardships at hand; and I also swear to study the theories of Marxism, 
Leninism, and Stalinism; and because of thi3 I will always be present in 
educational meetings and read documents of the party; 1 also swear to 
strive hard to improve, to make strong and stable the PKP, and these duties 
of mine I will execute first than my own personal interest. .1 will eliminate 
from my3elf all my bad habits which are against the traditional customs of 
the Philippine nation, •and I will do by always noticing myself never cease 
to help the mass where I belong until its high ideals or aspirations 
triumph in the establishment of combined socialism in the Philippines which 
is governed by a stable dictatorship of the proletariat. And because of 
these I beg that I will not be separated as a member of the Jommunist Party.” 



N. J. Alaga 
FBI Liaison Officer 





Manila, P*I* 
April 8, 1946 


Director, FBI 


ss* * m g * &as£i Ota Jam* atssaa an ■««« 

/3 9sU*<ls 

BE* 0^UJHIS1J2AKK,0F THE USXT-" 




Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau.letter to Manila dated December 19, 
1945, captioned as above, as well as Bureau letter to Manila dated March 
14, 1946, similarly captioned. 

Your attention is called to Manila letter to the Bureau dated 
March 30. 1946, captioned "COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE PHILIPPINES j Internal 
Security - C"# The requested response is reflected in the last paragraph, 
page four, of this letter. 


Very truly yours 


y\$ 

N J Alaga, " 

FBI Liason Officer. i 
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Soft saber 13, 191*6 


- AIR COURIER 


Mr, Haber M. Clegg (J 

Special Assistant to the Ambassador _ A 'i J 

The American Einbassy osc i 

Buenos Aires, Argentina t a^$ l£L~4-l~ 



From* 

Subject* 


Direotor, FBI 

C> y J /t ' ■> * ' n i, 

COM BNIST PARTY* J 'U.'S*?A. ' 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


According to a confidential source of the Bureau, the Communist 
Party of the Philippine Islands has requested a donation of #75*000 from the 
National Committee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. The Communist Party of 
Puerto Rico has made a similar request for #25,000. Allegedly these funds 
are needed for propaganda and organisational purposes in their homelands** 

At the Plenum of the National Committee of the Communist Party, U*S*A*, held 
in New fork July 16 to 18, 191*6, the National Secretariat was instructed to 
send immediately #7,000 to the Communist Party of the Philliping Islands and 
#3,000 to the Communist Party of Puerto Rioo* The Communist Party, U*S«A« 
will endeavor to ra se #1*3*000 additional for the Communist party, of the 
Philippine Islands and #7,000 to the Comaunist Party of Puerto Rioo during 
the fiscal year 1?1*6-191*7« It is expected that the funds will be raised by 
assigning to this projeot yf> of the proceeds from the sale of Communist Party 
literature* Any deficit will be raised by gifts from provate individuals* 

The National Secretariat of the Communit Party, U*S*A*, "has 
decided to circularize all other American Communist Parties asking them to 
raise the remainder of #1*0,000, #25,000 for the Communist Party'of the 
Philippine Islands, and #15,000 for the Communist Party of Puerto Rico. 

It is desired tat you remain alert for any information indicating 
the receipt of such a request in your oountry as well as the reaction to such 
a request if reoeived. It would be of particular interest should any Latin 
Amerioan Communist Party oonsider itself financially able to contribut to suoh 
a projuect. 


oo - Legal Attache 
La Paz, Bolivia 

AIR POUCH 


oc - Legal Attache 
RiCLde Janeiro, 


Brazil 

- AIR POUCH) 


Communications Seotion 
September 16, 191*6 


oc - Legal Attaohe p 
Santiago, Chile f 

AIR POUCH) 

co - .Legal Attaohe ihJ 

Bogota, Colombia • M 
AIR POUCH) 

l tit ■'M.iLBA ■> • 53 
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oo — Legal Attache 
Hav ana» Cuba 
(CSHITDBHH 


- AIR POUCH) 


oo- Legal Attaohe 
Quito« Eouador 

(COMF1 DramAL -- AIR POUCH) 

oo- Legal Attaohe 

Guatemala City* Guatemala 

(CONFIfiBHIUL^ AIR POUCH) 

oo - Legal Attaohe 

Managua* NLoaragua 

(CUMFIBEKSAL._ AIR POUCH) 

oo - Legal Attaohe 
Meric o, D« F« 

air pouch) 

oo - Legal Attaohe 

Aaunoiari, Paraguay 

(CCMF5B3BXAL-— AIR POUCH) 

oo- Legal Attaohe 
Li ma, P eru 

^CJMJIBEMKEtt- - AIR POUCH) 

oo- Legal Attaohe 

San Salvador* EL Salvador 
(CONFIDENTIAL -— AIR POUCH) 

oo- Legal Attaohe 

Montevideo* Uruguay 

(SB8RE3L-AIR COURIER) 

oo - Legal Attaohe 

Caracas* Venezuela . 
(COMFffiENBAL. - AIR POUCH) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


23AC, SAN FRANCISCO 


O-rt. .7, 19?»6 


o. 


A, 


COMMUNIST A CTIVITIES IS 
THf PHTrTPPTHF nLUjgg 

iwattAi sscu mi Tc 


b6 

b7C 


_ On »a«p t.«tah»y 2h 1°' ^ 1 i ___ 

-_I ft pfevioos confiasntial source of . 

TOTS' office, reported the following information on the Above: 


XJ 

l i ! 

1 7i 


which left 
1 I shoal 


1 ladvlsad thet| --1 


San Fr, neisco in July of 1946 carrying as 

a oassedcer al 


a rad io offieyetoffit ter trad* and, from "11 •‘ppearances, a Communist. 

—. . .. * 


at-ted |_ 


_ __told other pa seenrare on this vessel that he w*s going 

to Manila for the parpoee of organising Filipinos into an ©rganiststton which 
the infora*nt termed a* eith er » CP f ront or *> CP ,1 atnr-. organisation, the name 
_o£_ahieh be could not recall . \ l advieed th”ti |dld disembark at Manila. 


"b7D 

N 

' 1 

(Vb6 

blC 
b7D 


\ 


isr at tiM thi this ship on it* return trJLp to the United States 
picked up several hundred exch«n*e students i.i India and he noticed th-t many 
©f these exchange students seemed to talk the Communist P rty line. 

The f ndlee* of the S*n Fr-nclseo Field D‘vision reflect th-t •» hi -hly 
confidential and extremely rell ble sore*, who w*s close to the Co«mu-.i»t Party 
headquarters at S«n Francisco in October of 19’ 4, Identified a II who 

holding I 


i 

i 

Vi 


a 

a 

E 

£ 

8 


joined the Communist P-rty in 1938 *s « member of the HMD and holding X944 CP Book ^ b6 
Ho, 84509. the indices further reflect th-t in the report of St>eei*l A-ent 
WILLIAMS. DUNNE dated January 30, 1945, entitled, "SECTION 28 - TTATERPRONT SECTION jf b ' D 
CCMRW IST PARTY - USA - INTERNAL SBCl?am>C ". * hirhly confide itl*l and reliable £ 

e aaroet -. \ of JAKES "SCOTTI" EDVARDS identified ° 

a ] _I as holding a 1944 Book No. S7255 of the Waterfront Section of 

the Communist Party in Now. York, <& , / ,/ » , , -»s* 

BECOKDED *3<7-V 


-$*n grand s ea Field Diwial 
alias j ~~ 
lend oclao" SfT 


indices alsoqp.eptBh-’t^ 


pn 

_ I was p*nele<|||y igffifchls office 

ten arrived in S-n Francisco on Ifereh 25, 1944. 




on the S3 »C«pS 

According to information obtained through this panelinr under the Foreign Tr vel 
Control Program, it was ascertained that this individual was a repatriated 
Merchant Seaman and that he held Se«msn*s Certificate of Identification No, 
”~”^jand that he was registered Pith Local, Dr ft Bo-rd No. 2 at Brooklyn 


b6 

b7C 


Nee York} that he left the United States on August -8, 1943 at s*n Pedro, 
Californ ia. aboa rd the tanker, "River R isln* operated by the A* eriean Petr leum 
Company. | 1 left, the chip in Sydney, Australia, on February 8, 194 4 where he 

was hospitalised for a knee injury, The followin'’ description of this | ~| was 


obtained through the paneling! 
O 
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DIRECTOR, FBI ^ Oct. 7, X%\ 


Res CO ^IOUIST ^CTtmiES Icl 
THP. PHTT.r^p-ra? T^T.r^ 


FITFiOAL 31CT4ITY - C 


Barn: • 

Height: 

uei^ht: 

Eyes.: 

Hair: 

H ritl Ogatas * 
Homs address: 


This i'lfor^'stioa is bai«if? furnished to the Bureau for its 
possible interest nd a copy o? this letter is bein'* desira-ted for the 
dew York Field DWsion in-sciuch *s th*t office my h«ve e c-se file on 

V. t individual nd therefore would be interested in his present where- 
bout®# 


P.FBtJB 


1G0-2703 


bo 

b7C 
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Office Merrmandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI 


|yp/FROM « SAC, Honolulu / I \/ 

I SUBjECTi^TKA'MUNISM IN THE FAR -EAST / W 7 S 

V ,, ,, y • \ / 

,% v/ ^ ' ■** ' ^ ^ *«- l 

U ' In connection with investigation of the case entitled COM 


SUBJECT; 




W October I s ?, 1946 


/()*' ,V ~ ! 

IIST INFILTRA¬ 


TION OF THS ARMED FORCES, INTERNAL SECURITY - C, Honolulu file-100-4799, close 
liaison has been established through the Counter-Intelligence Corps, G-2, Honolulu, 
with Counter-Intelligence Corps areas in other commands through the Far East* As 
a consequence. Captain FOREST A* HATFIELD, USA, who has recently returned from 
assignment to the Counter-Intelligence Corps, Kanila, P* I., has made arrangements 
whereby the Honolulu office will receive copies of pertinent sumaries prepared by 
that office on Ccraunisa or other subversive?activities, in the Philippines* 

< , - t-<yi M -»> •' P&S&i --*‘1 fa . <2* j 

ussihg 


In discussfhg this matter with Captain^&ATFIELD, he noted that the 
Philippine immigration officials have regretted the absence of FBI representatives 
from that area in recent months; that these officials, as well as others of the 
Philippine government, are much concerned with the wholesale entry of White 
Russians into the Philippines in recent months* According to Captain HATFIELD, 
no regulations have been set up as yet to control immigration into the Philippines 
and thus there have been no bars to the numbers of White Russians allowed. Captain 
HATFIEID pointed out there is still considerable unrest throughout the Philippines 
and that the Counter-Intelligence Corps is relied upon by Philippine officials 
for advice and assistance* Wide latitude is permitted Counter-Intelligence Corps 
agents in searching fcaggage and personal effects of all persons entering the 
Philippines in those situations where thatuagency has jan interest* f\ 

\ < '* -.j- 2 '■* V rf 1 .,f V^r 'if, i <• -< ■ 




* 




Captain HATFIELD, who has just recently been reasslgned ri^’the' Counter- 
Intelligence Corps, Honolulu, has completed arrangements to send ! 
one of their well qualified C hinese employees, under the guise of a businessman, 
to Shanghai at an early date*| |will keep in close oontact with Communist b 

activities and matters of general intelligence interest, both in Shanghai and 
Hong Kong and will submit periodic reports to the Counter-Intelligence Corps office 
in Honolulu* Captain HATFIELD, in turn, will make copies of such reports available 
to the Honolulu office* Captain HATFIELD advised that recently the War Department 
has ordered all Counter-Intelligence Corps agents out of s hanghai as a result of 
recommendations made by General GEORGE C. MARSHALL occasioned by many complaints^! 
io the effect that agents of the Counter-Intelligence Corps were stirring 
trouble between the Nationalists and Communists in that area* Captain HATFIELD^MEij 
stated that the War Department ha d issued this order against protest by General ra? 
MacARTHUR. It is for this reason T 1 

to gather such intelligqncp. data as possible from the principal port 
cities, Shanghai and Hong Kong. * '' 


M 


c$ s Attached hereto is a survey of the Chinese Communist Party In the 

to Philippines prepared by the Counter-Intelligence Corps in Manila* Captain 
W o. HATFIELD noted that the Chinese Communist Party does mot constitute a r ea l. 
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Director Re* Communism in the Par East October 17, 1946 

[ 

threat since they are in such minority* However, it is believed this report 
will be of interest for the Bureau's records* 

As additional information 'is received through the local Counter- 
Intelligence Corps respecting Communist activities in the Far East or sub¬ 
versive activities of other groups, the Bureau will be appropriately*advised* 

JSAiAL 

100-4808 ■ . 

100-4799 
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CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


. SAC, Hew Xorie ’ ~ K*y 89, It® 

& ^ ^ . 1 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

Intern*! Security - C \ 

<► \ 

a' So that you nay be currently advised 6£ the various ranificatiom 

*Sf the Corawuniat aovenent not only In this country but elsewhere, the folic 


item are attached for your inforwation and considerationt (1) a copy of a\ 
letter to the Bureau dated March 30, 19h6, entitled, "Cosaaunist Party of th* 
Philippines) Internal.Security - C w forwarded by the Bureau*# representative 
in Manila) (2) photostatic copy of ia nenorandun for the Officerin Charge, 
dated March 1, 1 9h6 t entitled, "Convention of the Cosanunlat Party of the 
Philippine#) (3) photoatatic copy of a confidential Countor Intelligence 
Corps report dated March 1$, l?uo, entitled, "The Cowauniat Threat) and 
(h) photoatatic copy of a nenorandua for the file dated February 13, l?bo, 
entitled, "Connunlat Party of the Philippines; Internal Security - C." 
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* STANDARD form NO. 64 ' 


v Office Memo%ndum • united st^es government 


FROM ; SAC, San Francisco ^ ,// l/l (9 

i$c O ' V (QM.iT 

' SUBJECT: C OMMUNIST PARTY. OF THE PHILIPPINES— ^/TT^^fer^/r V 

INTERNAL- SECURITY - ’C yFi'y' 

\Y y .fTt^ pfidentla ,! JfoEogmanfc SP-iaas r ^pA>-^orj that on'October 14, 1946j^^5^fZi^L 

x WILLIAM&CHNEIDERMAN, State President of the Communist Party Of California, 
j met with an unidentified individual at State Headquarters of the Communist 
i ti // Party in San Francisco on October 14, 1946, to discuss with the latter th 
*‘/.f status and the influence of the Communist Party in the Philippine Islands. The * , 

$\[ unidentified individual had just returned from Manila, P;I. where he had been 
/ in contact with the heads'of the Comunist Party of the ^Philippines as well as 
/ Filipino _labor leaders who are members of thp Comuniajy'Party of the Philippines. 

•» ' y(f 

Confid ential Informant SF-1425 be lieves that' this unidentified 
individual may be | I the subject of a Security Matter * 

case of which San Francisco~is~office”of“6rigin, San Francisco file No. 100-20974. 

He has been Identified as a member of the Seamen’s Branch of the Communist .Party b6 
in San F rancisco. He is a member of the Masters, Mates and Pilots Uniori. He hie 
was, born | at .Bowling Green, Kentucky, and has been In the Merchant 

Marine since 1939. He has attended the U. S. Maritime School at Alameda,_ 

California, and the Ma ritime Service Up-Grading Sohool at San Francisco. 

jof the SS MARGARET FULLER which arrived in San Tranclsco 
on October 4, 1946, from Japan and the Philippine Islands. 

At the meeting, an unidentified individual introduced the person ' 

who had just returned from the Philippines as being connected with the New York 
CPA (or EPA),"stating that he had just come from doing a good job on the United 
Seamen’s Servioe in the,Philippines as^well as doing a good job on the CLO in , 
the Philippines in connection with the World Federation of Trade Unions. 

The person from the Philippines thereupon furnishe'd^i Ao 1 ^ -^^^ !^^ '. 
information to SCHNEID3RMAN and the others assembled in headquarters, whi^n , 
is being summarized and paraphrased to a gre&EQp&jQ q^ although, in some instances, 
it will be necessary to quote him because his ex^ct meaning is not clear. He 
stated as follow: Bg . f WDgly >. ~ 3.QQ-J3 <}-&% 

The workers in the Philippines have a'serious rg^Ttojjijay. before 
the war the majority were disorganized and there was con&LW'gh^.gj.astion as 
to their political beliefs. There was no proletariat t<y|p^K*<rc,‘^ene agribultur^- 
workers being the most important workers group. Since the war the trade union V 

/ movement has expanded considerably. It can be divided into three oa 4?S?3di£6i2? '. 

(l) The so-called unions which are really labor contractors, of which the i ; 

Icngshorenen’s Union is the largest and the most strategic. It being the largest \ 

single union in the Philippines; (2) the CLO (Congress of Labor Organizations); 

(3) the Seamen’s Union. On June 15, 1946, the CMU was organized in Manila.' A ^ 

'n&i& ■ • . ' “ ■ . 4 / 
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mass meeting was hold and the idea of union unity was sold to the local trade 
union leaders. At first, forty-five peroent were opposed to this union of 
unions, but the organization of the CMU turned out successfully. The Long¬ 
shoremen’s Union cannot be relied on to do anything in a trade union sense. 
This union plays the role of the employer, paying the wages to the stevedores. 
The money goes to the stevedore contractor who contracts through 'the union 
which supplies the workers. The workers are forced to pay a kick-back in 
these unions and the leaders of such are racketeers even to theextent of 
being prime movers in the black market. The Party*- through the industrial 
unions, will try to shape up the Longshoremen’s Union. 


The Party*of the proletariat is playing a secondary role in the 
Philippines and the .real unions in the vanguard-role are the peasants of the 
rice plantation owners; for, the .reason that they are under a feudal set-up 
whioh is most reactionary. The feudal landlords still retain their right to 
a private arty, which has created in the Philippines for the*past hundreds of 
years a military caste— a class of rank and file soldiers. This class is 
recruited from the Tilipinos by various selfish groups of the Americans, of 
the Japanese, and of the landlords,, etc. The fundamental reason for the 
controversy and antagonism between bbe peasants.and this class is the professional 
guerrilla who, during the occupation, said he intended -to draw back pay when 
the war was over and got it. They acted-as professional soldiers for the 
Americans. The Japanese didn’t bother them much and they didn’t bother the 
Japanese. They didn’t do much fighting during the occupation. The organized 
peasants declared war, on this class and they are stili at war with them, their 
purpose being to eliminate the feudal system. 

* jjk 

During the occupation, theAP easants Union, known a^TEig*, under Party 

leadership, organized against this class. The Party leaders, realizing the 
fertile ground for organization among the peasants, during the occupation made 
long strides. It was not difficult to exploit the peasants'since all feudalism, 
the landlord on the land, all of them collaborators..'. The Peasants Union 
was the main force of the progressive guerrillas which were organized during 
the occupation as all of th'ea, being the above mentioned type of jpeasant living 
under a feudal system, exploited by collaborating landlords... 


The workers as contrasted with the peasants are of a different type, 
geographically, culturally, etc. They were drawn to Manila,, to-the industrial 
center, from several different national areas. There are four major languages 
in the Philippines which separate the workers and make it difficult to achieve 

unity. These are Tagalog, Visayan, Moro and Iloconan. 

1 ,1 , 


The trade union-movement did not grow except as an underground 
organization during the occupation. When the*war ended this underground 
movement,, which was organized by the Party, sprang forth immediately and there 
is now a trade union movement of about 75,000 workers. An important job for the 
Party in the near future is the organization of the agricultural proletariat 
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in the Southern Islands. These peasants speak Visayah, which makes for a 
difficulty because nine-tenths of the Party people in 1 the Philippines speak 
Tagalog. There is a real popular front in the Philippines called the 
Democratic Alliance, which is one section of the political ^front along with 
the Philippine nationalists or the bourgeois democratio foroes. This front 
is strictly Filipino. Ninety-five peroent of the peasants in the Central 
Luzon territory, where the Party is strong, support the Democratic Alliance 
line and they "put in &hree k meabers of the Party and elected eight Senators, 
one of them being JUA$X?2LE0, head of the Centred Comlaittee of the Parity. One 
of then is JESUSj/LAVA who was also elected". , 

An unidentified individual who was thought to be FRANCOARLSON asked 
the speaker who the head of the Party was in the Philippines and'he replied 
FEmOlfeaSTRO. SCHKEIDEPJ/AN inquired as to what happened to that fellow LAVA 
who gd^ in as Vice-President or Vice-Chairman or' something. The speaker 
replied that he did not «et in, but he is ir£ a good spot. (They were probably 
referring to Dr. VICENTE ]&SWA, University t Professor and leading Filipino 
scientist who is known tdVbe exceedingly left-wing and friendly toward the 
Communist Party in the Philippines). 

The speaker stated that the Denocratio Alliance got a ninety-five 
percent vote in the four Central- Luzon.Provinces, putting seven Congressmen 
and two Senators in, but all were refused seats in Congress. That move was 
made because of the bill whioh would create extraterritoriality, adopt the 
Bell Bill, eto. It was a real sell-out. It could only be accomplished by a 
two-thirds majority or it would be unconstitutional. , By throwing out the 
seven Democratic Alliance Congressmen and the two Senators, they were able 
to get a two-thirds majority. The Democratic Alliance and the 0SH2NA group 
is solid in the Congress but is out-numbered. The vote is just like the 
United Nations vote — IS to 8. A break is developing in the reactionary 
ROXAS group. They attempted to add on to the last bill a provision to channel 
their major exports to the United States at one-third the world price. This 
is becoming a big issue and has caused a split in the reactionary, through 
the Filipino bourgeois to the progressive side. This narrows the ROXAS forces 
down to the out-and-out Fascists, the Latins, and the real stooges. By 
isolating ROXAS and a few stooges. Fascists and 1 screwballs, they will get 
the major section of the Filipino bourgeois in the camp of the progressives. 
ROXAS and Fascists will retain the feudal landlords. The feudalism in the 
Philippines is only in one section of the Islands and In that section the 
progressives are strongest; therefore the ROXAS forces are disqualified 
by the tremendous progressive vote. The Party program out there is to 
successfully united these forces. One feels that the condition is such that 
it could be the first major breach in the American imperialist front. The 
last election was lost by a small margin. It could have been the break. 

The OSMENA regime was sabotaged at the start—-— The Army had control of the 
forces, the bourgeois was hanpored, the American press dominated the propaganda 
through the two major newspapers, the TIMES and the BULLETIN. The progressives 


were completely broke—flat broke. They had only one paper out there which 
was published daily and they could ,5 hot get enough paper,, the newsprint being 
channeled to the .American papers. (The speaker is probably referring to the 
"Philippine Press", a left-wing newspaper which went out of business in early 
1946 due to lack of newsprint). There was really no opposition except where 
they could get out with mass meetings and do' a Job., In Central Luzon they 
did and got a ninety-five percent vote, and in other places they did well 
including a good healthy majority in the Southern Islands. Manila, dominated 
by American propaganda, with a largo proportion of the proletarian element 
going for ROXAS,. swung it over the other way. . The election was lost because 
of the dollar and cents bankruptcy of the progressives. 

t 

The progressives are now under indictment for murder. The murders 
were committed during the occupation against the collaborators and the puppets. 
However, they now have political power. The legitimate resistance movement, 
which declared war on the puppets under the Japanese, now finds that the 
puppets have declared war on them. They are trying to got their hands on 
anyone they can get hold of who was successful in the resistance movement. 

If successful he "knocked off a couple of these guys" and if he did they have 
him up for murder. They are all up for murder. They raid their homes, travel 
at night, take then out one at a time and kill them. They were starting to 
arrest trade unionists when I left. 

TOien the war was over the Hukbalahaps who were fighting the Japanse 
dissolved. Their job was done. The professional military caste took the 
opportunity to wreak vengeance on them. They were helped along with whispers 
and actual dollars and cents by the aristocracy, the collaborators and the 
whole reactionary set-up, and they were permitted to go ahead. Their intentions 
at that time were to break up the peasant unions and to return to the feudal 
set-up. They’d send in the Military Police to arrest the leaders and all 
who resisted were killed. The Hukbalahaps were organized by our Party. The 
general morale is high. It is the Red Army of the Philippines under the 
banner of the Democratic Alliance. It is on a trade union level. Their program 
is to stop these phoney arrests, have the resistance movement declared 
legitimate, beoause it was legitimate to knook off these phoneys during the 
occupation. 


Looking at the'thing objectively, Americans being what they are there 
and the Philippine Congress being what it is, it is impossible now to break 
feudalism there, to break American imperialism. However, there is the 
possibility for a cooling off and calming down and an extension of the 
organization, extending the Party strength into the plantation area of the 
south, organizing the peasants down there, eto. American constitutional rights 
must be demanded there. They don’t want military police; thoy want civilian 
police. They want to abolish the feudal army. They may be able to do this, 
taking full advantage of playing the contradictions of the ROXAS forces. They 
want the seating of their seven Congressmen, the right to bear arms, the right 
to organize, and the right for the legal existence of the peasant unions and, 
secondly, of the Party. The Party is practically underground. Legally it is not 


* 

• * 

underground but actually the individuals are. The ROXAS forces are weakening 
and the Party feels that by holding their ground and fighting for the above 
Mentioned points, provided they are very careful, they May be able to swing 
the next election. 

,\/ The speaker stated he talked to BAILEY (phonetio probably JAMES_. 

WILLIAiyVBAlLE Y. proainent aeaber of th e Seamen/s Branch of the Coaaunist Party be 
in Ban Francisco and a dose friend of I I and we feel that our b?c 

aain suocess in agitating aaong the tra<ie unibns out there was not in trying to 
desoribe the Fascist nature of the opposition and trying to split up and define 
collaboration!sa, because the collaboration issue is confused and no one seeas to 
know who is and who isn't a collaborator. There were a number of Filipinos who 
were pro-Japanese simply because they were anti-American. There were also many 
pro-Japanese Filipinos. It would not be desirable to make a big issue of this 
because it is a double-edged sword. They are going to avoid this issue unless 
they can ohange the whole course and win an election out there, which is doubtful. 
They are going to forget about the occupation, due to the general apathy. 


The Party has the leadership out there but doesn’t have the technique, 
that is, the technique of organizing a progressive labor movement. Their technique 
is the organizing of a peasants union and fighting a peasants war. They are 
getting trade union material but it is difficult and they are poor contacts. 

Someone should assist them in coordinating their strategy with American thinking 
and exploiting the contradictions of American imperialism. They are helpless out 
there when»dt comes to the question of America. The .speaker stated he had conferred 
with ,HA2PXmiLGES»and...thftfcjBBIBgBS wants, to ^end r armm.representative to the 
, Philippinefe y, America still has great prestige there\and progressive American 
^statements go a long way. The Filipinos are not anti-American. They are not 
bringing up that issue at all. The Party is unable to bring to the Filipinos 
the difference between American imperialists and the progressives. Where contact 
can be made the Filipinos understand the difference-well. Statements and propa¬ 
ganda of progressive Americans and trade union material make a big impression. 

In Central Luzon they read the "Dispatcher” and they are always poring over it 
and translating it. .BRIDGES is going to work toward that end, and send a member 
of the Party over there as 


The most effective Ame rican Party mo nber over there now is I I 

of the United Seamen’s Service. is probably identical with the 

individual concerning whom information was furnished to the Bureau JLn San 
Francisco letter to the Bureau dated October 7, 1946, entitled COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 
IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. I I INTERNAL SECURITY - Ci.A member 

of the Communist Party in the Merchant Marino who went to Manila in July 1946 
to organize Filipinos into a Comunist Party front or labor organization). He can 
be communicated with in two waus. For anything which r.ay be censored, he should. 
be written to in pare of 050RGEWyiLMST ( amber of the Seamen's Branoh of the be* 
Communist PartjT*in San Francisod’and~toown to have been in the Philippines) at b7c 

Uhited Seamen's Service, Manila. GUILKE T is the Organizer. H e was gett ing _ 

NMU stuff. Party stuff, and everything elseT"Hi*iS'‘HaiT was being opened *| | 


A message from the Party out there to the Party here is that they 
are not in contact with the Party here, and for the sake of effectiveness need 
supervision and discipline. We have an unofficial Seamen's Comunist Branch 
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in Manila, an ideological branch. We tried to do a job out there and 
organized this branch. We did not put anybody on the spot. We did a good 
job, especially the American Veterans Comittee which, out there, is our 
organization. ,We were able to get a lot of good publicity of a very broad 
nature through the American Veterans Committee. We had no trade union; 
so we wer e forced to issu e our mat erial through the American Veterans 
Comittee^ The '.American Veterans Comittee inT^XE^whTcK wITTToXcPor 
''ije'kriocked out soon,‘doesn't have the power that the trade union element 
would have. If a trade'union man was officially out there, they could not 
throw him out. They would hot dare. BRIDGES said it is .obvious that an— 

The Party .has members all over the world but they are inexperienoed 
and unorganized. The imperialists are organized. For example, the State 
Department, the armed forces, the business organizations, the law-enforcement 
organizations. The security of their party for strateglo and tactical 
advantages which can be gained through organizational contact depends on 
dealing between the highest levels. The responsibility rests with ihe , 
highest level. Contacts abroad should be through the top levels as well as 
through union levels and through the armed forces. In Manila they are 
doing an independent, individualistic, undisciplined organizational job. 

We managed to get organized in the Philippines and were very effective but 
we were not disciplined and our effectiveness was merely a matter of good 
fortune. We have no book store out there although there is a Trotskyite 
book store. The speaker stated he had donated his library and that ho and 
GUILKST voluntarily and individualistically, in an unorganized manner, filled 
their arms with literature and opened them up in the .Philippines. When they 
went there they didn't know who was there or if any American Party people 
wore there. It took them months to get the literature out. To a oertain 
extent their literature, mimeograph machine, eto. was an activity entirely 
and independently of the Seamen's Branch and was donated by himself and 
GUILMST. He felt that it did about one-tenth as much good as If it had 
come fron[ 


who could.have led with the distribution. There is 


another individual in the Philippines who is an importer and who can import 


Marxist literature, a printing 
book store. Lat’ely[ 
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anything else including an entire 
ntact with him. (SF-1425 reported 
.his name as being something 1 ikey foRELL .~) 1 Xho speaker pointed out that 
these individuals are gook Comrades and/are trying to do a good job but 
they are not organized andHh eir fu llest possibilities are not being exploited, 
which results in a serious difficulty of the Party there. They had a book 
store before the war and they did reooive literature but now the Party is 
broke and can do nothing about it. Funds can be transferred to the Party 
in the Philippines on the trade union level. .Funds sent to the Peasants 
Union will go to the Party as well as funds sent to the CLO. 


SCBNSIDERMAN asked if they had made any attempt to open a book shop. 
The speaker replied that they got a priority and they can open one if they can 
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got soaebbooks. Ho said they wore in contact with ALEXANTRACHTENBERG 
(head oflyl nternatlonal Publishers . Hew York City) hut nine months later 
they wore out in the-fields fighting Fascism and they.did not have a typewriter 
so they did not write any letters nor did they sit at a desk because they 
did'not have a desk. They wrote TRACHTENBERG a letter last year and nine 
months later they got a reply reminding then they owed $500. Their book 
store was burned down during tho war.. They were informed thoy were being 
sent samples in ninety days,, but they novor got tho samples nor did they get" 

-a bookstore. This was last Kay. The trouble was that the -Communists in the 
Philippines, inoluding tho speaker,-were not in contact with nor disciplined 
by nor instructed by the Central Committee but only by the branch. The 
speaker expressed the opinion that it was not desirable that thle Party in 
the Philippines should be dealt with on a branch Hovel. 

SCHKEID2RMAN suggested that the Party in California could and would 
send literature to the Tarty in the Philippines if they can bo assured that 
it will reach'there and that it will be used. He inquired as to whom he 
sho uld write conc erning this. The speaker stated that he should communicate 


with£_ | before anything is sent.. SCBNEIDERMAN stated he would take 

this up with New York within a couple of months. 
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SCHKEI DERMAN stated that the National Office-wants to invite a 
Philippine Party leader to cone to the United States so that he could consult 
with Party leaders hero concerning the Party there but he didn’t know just 
how to do it in order that it would appear to be an ordinary trip and not 
a Party .mission. The speaker suggested it could be done under trade .union 
auspioes. SCHKEIHERMAN said that whoever is invited, he should be a Header 
of the Party in the Philippines who can disOXiss the.polioy problem^ of tho 
Party with the National Office. SCBNEIDERMAN also nade a statement concerning 
a proposal which was made to invite SenatorwCAYLOR (phonetio) to come here, 
presumably San Francisco, to visit a real s^port town. SF-1425 could not 
explain the connection between this statement and the discussion'concerning 
tho invitation to be* extended to tho Filipino Communist leader . The.speaker 
stated the invitation to the Filipino could be extended throug hl I be 

and that the Party there is very anxious to send someone to the United.States. b 7c 
He stated that since the .Party is tiroke it would be neoessary to send trans¬ 
portation money to the Philippines., SCHKBIDERMAN suggested he could ship out 
on a boat as a seaman. However, the speaker did not think much of this idea, 
stating that the best people in the Philippines are peasants and they do not 
have seamen's papers. -Furthermore,, the seamen have to stay in the Philippines 
because they have a fight on their hands with the Longshoremen's Union there. 

He stated the persons who arc doing the best job there aro peasant leaders 
and intellectuals and neither could oome here on their own as they are all 
without funds. 


He stated he had attended a general session of what would probably 
be properly designated as a Central Committee session of the trade union 
movement at which .the Committee for Labor Organization changed its name to 
tho.Congress of Labor Organization. He informed that thoir treasury amounted 
to about thirty dollars and the seamen donated one hundred dollars to then. 
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He further stated that the Party in the Philippines, which has seven thousand 
Heaters, gets one "Daily Worker” and one "Peoples World",, which is columned, 
dipped, underlined and passed around froa hand to hand. He said that it is 
like the Middle Ages. It is neoessary to sit down and write everything in 
longhand and nake three carbons. 

SCHNEID3RMAN said he will immediately take/up the question and that 
he will write and secure good addresses to which he can send what they need. 

He said that .if they furnish a half dozen addresses they can send different 
packages to see if some of them get. through because he would not want to send 
a large package until he was sure it would be reoeived. 

SCHNEIDERMAN inquired as to how money could be sent, to the Party in 

the Ph ilippines. The speaker stated it could be sent through_ | 

I I would fix it up with the trade union movement for money to be sent to an 
individual vice-president of the CLO or the seoretary-treasurer. It could be 
sent as a contribution to the trade union movement. The secreta ry-treasu rer 
of the CLO is a member of the Communist Party of the Phi 1 ippines j | wl 11 

stay in the Philippine Islands for the remainder of this y epr. After that, 
arrangenents could be nade through the anticipated ILWU representative. The 
speaker stated the person going there should be an American, blond with blue 
eyes, a real imperialist-looking character. He stated that a person who looks 
and acts American would be secure there and would not bo bothered. He stated 
that even in his contaots with Filipino labor and Party organizers it would 
get better response if a person of this type was the representative. He stated 
that when a good person meets then they are so surprised and delighted that they 
hang on to every word. He complained about American Comunist members who go 
to the Philippines representing themselves as important in the Party in America 
and stating this is the line and "this, that and the other thing". He again 
emphasized the necessity for the Party to make contacts with the Party in the 
Philippines on the highest level. 

SCHNEIDERMAN and the speaker arranged to meet again in another 
couple of weeks, SCHNEIDERMAN stating that he would like more information 
about the Philippines,. The speaker stated that he would bring with him on his 
next visit a copy of a periodical put out by the CLO itemizing and breaking 
down their organization including the number of unions, the number of members, 
the number of industries organized, etc. He suggested that SCHNEIDERMAN could 
check the names in order to determine which ones were Party members. He stated 
that he had not done so but he understood that about th reg^axadthaL^ +*» 
officials of_-the CLO as well as the Democratic Alliance and the__S.cauad, Leader^ 
ot^hO-Hukbal ah^n s_wer_e_members of < the Communist.Par^o f 

He stated there is no question butvhaFtheCo5Sunist Party JLs the uncontested 
vanguard there. SCHNEIDERMAN-suggested he furnish some material tP. the^. 

"Peoples World" and he stated' that he'had discussed it with SIDEEY^CtfER 
(aggressive San Francisco radio commentator) as well as with the/A aibrioan 

Veterans Committee. . A ** 

“ —■ .. 

He concluded by informing SCHNEIDERMAN that he oan be reached through 
BAILEY, stating that as a member of the Masters, Mates and Pilots Union it 
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is a good idea for him to be careful and not go to meetings; and adding that 
he is a one-man branch among the Masters and Mates, which is a weak field* 

This matter is being called to the attention of the Bureau for its 
information. The San Francisco office will make every effort to follow and 
report on any farther activities involving the Comunist Party of California 
and the Comunist Party of the Philippines. A case file which will be .maintained 
in a closed status is being opened in this office entitled "Communist Party 
of the Philippines, Internal Security - C". 
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From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjects COMMUNIST PARTT OF THE PHILIPPINES 

Of/*) 

A confidential source who hae heretofore furnished reliable inform*- / 
tion to this Bureau, has reported that on October 14, 1946, 11111am Schnelderman, ' 
State President of the Comunist Party of California, set with an unidentified 
individual at State Headquarters of the Coamuniat Party in San Francisco, to dis- 
k cues the status and the influence of the Cowmuniat Party in the Philippine 

Islands. The unidentified Individual had just returned froai Manila, P.I., where 
he reportedly had been in contact with the heads of the Coaaunist Party in the 

Philippines as well as with Filipino labor leaders who are Communist Party _ 

“ir w T" a ‘i The source belie ves that the unidentified individual nay be| 

W ~~la m ember of the Seamen's Branch of the Comaunlat Party 

*g»in San FranciscoJ l ie a member of the Masters, Mates and Pilots Union? 

^waa born | |a t Bowling Green, Kentucky, and has been in the Merchant Marine 

^ since 1939< 1 | attended the U. 3. Maritime School at Alameda. California. 

*> and the Ma ritime Service Up-Grading School at San Francisco. | I 

M. J l of the SS Margaret Fuller, which arrived In San Francisco on October 4, b6 

•*1^1946, from Japan and the Philippine Islands. b7c 

... €-. 

^ a According to the source, the unidentified Individual 4ad3he following 

(^remarks to make. with regard to the captioned subject natter t •_ 

t r* <= ^ _ j 

The workers In the Philippines have a serious r@le ’to Before 

the war the majority were disorganised and there was eOnagiarable question as 
to their political beliefs. There was no proletariat io wgeak of, & agricultural 
workers being the most important workers group. "Sine# the war the Sue union 
movement has expanded considerably. It can be divided intip three cajggariea: 

(1) The so-called unions which ars really labor contractor*, of. whiUtf the 
Longshoremen's Union is the largest and the most strategic, it being the largest 
single union in the Philippines? (2) the CLO (Congress olcLabor Organisations)? 
a (3) tbs Seamen's Union. On June 15, 1946, the^OMU was organised In Manila. A 

gj t- ^^XmeaEs meeting was held and th# idea of union unity waa aoM to the local trade 
g; S ^; ^-^uni b n leaders. At first, forty-five percent were opposed to thie union of 
g; RoSr rf-'-^-tSb ns. but the organisation of th* CMU turned out successfully.^The Long- 
'^ersateremen's Union oann^be relied on to do anything in a trad*" unipn sense., 1 i 

Kr% eurr:e a,* , ' mm " r ~T~~~ ... t ( J K \ 

*W. Harbo *: In , , • / * i J 
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Mr* Jack D. Neal 


This union plays the role of the emplcyer, paying the wages to the stevedores* 

The money goes to the stevedore contractor who contracts through the union 
which supplies the workers* The workers are forced to pay a kick-back in 
these unions and the leaders of such are racketeers even to the extent of being 
prime movers in the black market* The Party, through the industrial unions, 
will try to shape up the Longshoremen's Union* 

The Party of the proletariat is playing a secondary role in the 
Philippines and the real unions in the vanguard role are the peasants of the 
rice plantation owners} for the reason that they are under a feudal set-up 
which is most reactionary* The feudal landlords still retain their right to 
a private army, which has created In the Philippines for the past hundreds of 
years a military caste *— a class of rank and file soldiers* This class is 
recruited from the Filipinos by various selfish groups of the Americans, of 
the Japanese, and of the landlords, etc* The fundamental reason for the 
controversy and antagonism between the peasants and this class is the professional 
guerrilla who, during the occupation, aaid he Intended to draw back pay when 
the war was over and got it* They acted aa professional soldiers for the 
Americans* The Japanese did not bother them much and they did not bother the 
Japanese* They did not do much fighting during the occupation. The organised 
peasants declared war on this class and they are still at war with than, their 
purpose being to eliminate the feudal system. 

The trade union movement did not grow except as an underground or¬ 
ganisation during the occupation. Than the war ended this underground movement, 
which was organised by the Party, sprang forth immediately and there is now a 
trade union movement of about 75,000 workers. An important job for the Party 
in the near future is the organisation of the agricultural proletariat in the 
Southern Islands* These peasants speak Yisayan, which makes for a difficulty 
because nine-tenths of the Party people in the Philippines speak Tagalog. 

There is a real popular front in the Philippines called the Democratic Alliance, 
which is one section of the political front along with the Philippine nationalists 
or the bourgeois democratic forces, This front is strictly Filipinos, Ninety-five 
percent of the peasants in the Central Xuson territory, where the Party is 
strong, support the Democratic Alliance line and they *put in three members of 
\ the Party and elected eight Senators, one of them being Juan Feleo, head of the 
Central Committee of the Party. One of then is Jesus Lava who was also elected*" 

V 

The speaker then remarked that Pedro Castro is the heed of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and that a person named Lava was defeated for this 
t position* It is observed that the latter individual is probably a Dr. Vicente 
Lava, University Professor and leading Filipino scientist who la said to be 
exceedingly left-wing and friendly toward the Communist Party in the Philippines* 


I 
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Continuing the speaker stated that "looking at the thing objectively, 
Americans being what they are in the Philippines and the Philippine Congress 
being what it Is, it Is Impossible now to break feudalism in that country as 
^011 as American imperialism*” He indicated that the Comunist Party is 
practically underground, although legally operating in the open. He asserted 
that the Rozas forces are weakening and that the Party feels that by holding 
their ground and fighting for the liberation of the masses, they may be able 
to swing ths next election* 

The speaker, according to the source, further remarked that he talked 
to Bailey, probably James William Bailey, prominent member of the Sea men* a 
Branch of t he Communist Party in .San Francisco, and a close friend of l I 

I 1 concerning the Party*s problems in the Philippines and that both 

feel that the Party* s main success in agitating among the trade unions was in 
not trying to describe the Fascist nature of the opposition and trying to split 
up and dofin# collaborationism, in view of the fact that the collaboration issue 
is confused and no one seems to know who is and who isn*t a collaborator* The , 
unidentified person said that there were a number of Filipinos who were pro- 
, Japanese simply because they were anti-American, although admitting that there 
were also many pro-Japanese Filipinos* It was asserted that it would not be 
desirable to make a big issue of this problem because "It is a double-edged sword.” 

The speaker also stated that the Communist Party has the leadership 
in the Philippines, but does not hare the technique, that is, the technique of 
organising a progressive labor movement* He said that someone should assist 
them in coordinating their strategy with American thinking and exploiting the 
contradictions of American imperialism. The speaker stated that he had conferred 
with Berry Bridges and that Bridges desires to send a representative of the 
International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen's Onion to ths Philippines and 
is planning to work toward that end. 

Be said that th e most effective Party member in the Philippines at 
this time ial | of the United Seamen's Service. It is to be noted that b6 

| a member of the Communist Party in the Merchant Marine, went b7c 
to Manila in July, 1946 to organis e Filipinos into a Communist Party front or 
labor organisation. It was atated T I should be comm uni cated with through 

George Ouilmet at the United Seamen's Service, Manila, if the subject matter of 
the communication precluded censoring* Schneideraan asked the speaker, according 
to the confidential source, if the subject organisation had made any attempt 
to open a book shop* The speaker replied that they got a priority and can open 
me if books can be obtained. He said that he had been in contact with Alexander 
Trachtenberg, head of International Publishers, *ew fork City, sometime ago, and 
that a small supply of books had been furnished at that time. He admitted that 
the trouble with the Communists in the Philippines was that they were not in i 

contact with nor disciplined by nor Instructed by the Central Committee of the 
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Communist Party, bat only by the branch* The speaker expressed the opinion 
that It iras not desirable that the subject organization should be dealt with 
on a branch level* 

Schneider man reportedly suggested that the Communist Party in 
California could and would send literature to the Party in the Philippines 
if they could be assured that it would reach there and be used* Schneidenaan 
inquired as to whoa he should write concerning this particular n atter and 
the speaker instructed that Schneidenaan should communicate with ! 

The source then remarked that he would take up this natter with New fork with; 
the next couple of months• 

At this point in the discussion, according to the informant, 

Schneider nan stated that the National Office of the Communist Tarty desires to 
Invite a Philippine Party leader to cone to the United States so that he can 
consult with the leaders in this country, but that it was a protlea to have hi* 
brought here so that it would appear to be an ordinary trip and not a Party 
Blesion. The unidentified individual suggested that it could be done under 
trade union auspices, to which Schneidenaan replied that whoever ie invited 
should be a leader of the Party in the Philippines who can discuss the policy 
problems with the National Office of the Co&aunist Party* The speaker said 
that since the Communist Party in the Philippines Is broke, it would be necessary 
to send transportation money and he did not approve of Schneideraan's idea 
that the Philippine representative could ship out as a seaman. 


Schnelderman reportedly inquired as to how money could be sent to 
the Partr In the Philippines. The speaker stated that It could be sent through 
[ who would arrange with the trade union movement* He said that the 
Secretary - Treasurer of the CLO is a member of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines* In this same regard, the speaker stated that the person going 
to the Philippines should be an American, blond with blue eyes, a real 
imperialist-looking character* He said that a person who looks and acts 
American would be secure there and would not be bothered, and that even in 
his contacts with Filipino labor and Party organizers, a person of this type 
would receive a better response* The speaker complained about American Com¬ 
munist members who go to the Philippines representing themselves as important 
in the Party In America and stating that this is the line that must be followed* 
Be emphasized the necessity for the Party to make contacts with the Communist 
Party In the Philippines on the highest level* 


The above is furnished for your information, and in the event addi¬ 
tional pertinent data are received in this regard, it will be transmitted to 
you* 
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^.Confidential Informant SF-1425 reported that a meeting of the 
secretarial of the Communist Party of California was held at .Party Headquarters, 
San Francisco, on November 26, 1946, and that one of the items on the agenda 
was the Philippine Islands. The informant reported that Present at the meeting 


i was the Philippine Islands. The informant : 
J were WHLIAMXSCHNEIDERMAN, State President o 
^STARVUS, State Secretary of the Communist Pa 


Director of the Communist Party, and ALBERI 
Communist Party. ' 


* the Comm 
•ty, ARCHI 
;XMA, Sta' 


st Party, LO RETTA, . 
ROM, State^rade Union 
Field Organizer of the 


ARCHIE BROWN stated that liaison with the Party in the Philippines 
has been poor Insofar as getting aid:through to the comrades there from this 
country is concerned. Customs agents have seized mimeograph ^machines and other 
supplies, he stated, and funds (sent via the y International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union, San Francisco, to 

Manila) have been devoted to other purposes' 'after receipt in the Islands. 

BROM further reported that "our comrades" have been in touch with the’Hukbalahaps 
and report that they are desperate for medical supplies and that they also have 
a great need for Party literature and similar material. BROWN made the recom¬ 
mendation that some other arrangement be made to get material to the Philippine 
Islands other than to the Committee for Maritime Unity. * J 

The informant directly quoted BROWN further on .this subject as f)i\\ 
follows: "I hate to give it to the waterfront employees to do, knowing the Jk\\ 

situation down there. We have got to get one person on the front and make hixaffNi 
responsible to see that the stuff is received and shipped. He has to make thetf p, 
contacts and look out for the security of the Party over there also. Someone \(u/\ 
else will have to take charge of acquiring these supplies. Right now the ry 
supplies can be had by the simple expedient of talking to some of the people * 
in the Warehouse (Union). Ihere will have to be other arrangements made. What / 
is the address?" .. \JN » A 


SCHNEIDEKMAN: "I don't know." 


STARVUS: 


"I don't think weVsEmldeive it." . . 

AN: "I ha$£ gdutenmy injrort^Tbn from fchg^corSrades , 
traveling through. They don'C^fefor suppliesTP 
but for something ol^.wfe<ifirI/naV?) to discuss 
in New York. Too much oft ttkg stuff has* been 
done through seamen and tlqWhave not been very 
responsible. They all do one best they can but 
they just don't know how to work. I have'to take 
up this whole business in New York." 


^CHNEIDERMAN: 


torma^Ibn from bhj ~cotfrades 


m 
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Informant noted that LORETTA STARVUS at this point strenuously 
objected to discussing this natter in so much detail* (Both SCHNEIDERIAN 
and BROKSN sarcastically asked her if she was afraid'there was a listening 
device in headquarters). 


WILLIAM SCHNEXDEEMAN:, "We haven't said anything they don't 

know anyhow. If we could get somebody 
like SAK^fuTNICK to put in a little tine 
! and set up a Filipino Connittee and do 

some work with the Filipinos here to get 
sone dough and use then on the ships, that 
night work a lot'better than anything we 
have used so far. We could use them for 
long-range work...Well, let's get back to 
this business. There was another case where 
we sent a shipment over and it landed in 
Manila instead of Honolulu. Either the ship 
changed its destination or sonething happened. 
The only proposal that has been made is to get 
someone to take responsibility over collecting 
this material and finding the ways and means 
of shipping it out. Ordinary stuff, small 
packages and items are no trouble. Bulky 
stuff—" 


LORETTA STARVUS: 


" Well, we night be able to work the bulky 
stuff through business/firms." 


WILLIAM SCHNSIDERMAH: "That's right. Before June 15, the Job 

w done pretty systematically and JULEL 
^f pSSKIN ( organizer of the Seamen's Branch, 
Communist Party, San Francisco) was re¬ 
sponsible. I suggest we wait until I get 
back (from New York City.)' 


JGS/jo 
100-26375 
cc: 100-11889 
100-17879 
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Reference is made to my letter of October 17, 1946.. y wy 

■ * ** 0* 

, c- , Further information has now been received from Captain FOREST A. 

HATFIELD, CIC, G-2, regarding Communist infiltration in the Philippines. N 
This represents investigative activity of the 1135th Counter-Intelligence 
Corps, G-2, in Manila/ P.I., and is intended to'.summarize the present 
treads of Communism in that area. 

A look into the background of the Communist movement^ is necessary 
to understand the pr^aepjt developments. Qa. May 1, 1928, the ^Congreso 
Obrero do■F il ipina s"‘/fiabor Congress of the Philippines) was split into two 
factions as""£he resulwo'f' , c'6ntrovers^"*ambhg*iW‘leaders over the doctrines 
of nationalism,' patriotism and protectionism. As a result, t]ho Communist 
faction severed k ^ts'Connection with that body and formed the^TCATIPUNAN NG 
^MGA ANAK PAWI S7jrfroletarian Confederation). Cn May 1, 1930, thlFTatfeF”" 

’ N group and the^^tIPTO^G;.TMGBAN^NG':MGA-mGBUBUKID,SA.FILIPINAS w 
H^fational Peasants Organization of, the.Philippines) effected an alliance 
and announced their determination to strive for the attainment of immediate, 
absolute and complete independence* During the period 1932 to 193§; the 
Communist Party distributed pamphlets propounding the cause of the proletar¬ 
ian movement and condemning the United States Government, capitalism and' 
American imperialists. In 1939, Party .leaders organized front organiza- 
, tions’to further their efforts for the Communist cause. Che of these, 
"ThefrLeague for Defense./>f Democracy" and subsidiary organizations such as 
l^Youw league w ‘and’‘the^rPhilippine Students Uhion" were also established. 
IxTT9?07*after the Communist*Party'was disbahde‘d by legislative action of' 
the Commonwealth Government, the Communists made a deal with the Socialist. / 
Party and combined with them voider the Socialist banner ^ ^ 

In the^elections-that year, a number of Communists in the guise of j/ 
Socialists were nominated for public office and upon taking oath of office, 
they did so-with^the clenched fist in the manner of Communists on .a stand y 
bedecked with Communist insignia.of hammer and sickle. Following an inves^^/ 
tigation by the Solicitor General to establish these men as Communists and 1 
that the Party was receiving financial support from Russia through ’Shanghai, 
these men were permitted to continue in office after agreeing to take the 

oath in the customary manner. \ j / r ^ _ . 

. k * __ 1 • /*/_ JD/is iv * a 
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Upon the Japanese invasion, the Party went into hiding in remote 
areas. Dining th'e period of occu pation, the principal c oasaunist guerilla 
outfits were thwfT TCA CHI an d tha rHUKBA LA 5AE« At present, the Communists 
manifest themselves through various organisations in the Philippines which 
will be dealt with separately below. 


"PARTIDO KOMUNISTA SA PILIPINAS" (FKP) ■ 

(COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE PHILIPPINES) 

The headquarters of this group is at 1384 Juan Luna Street, Tongo, 
Manila, P.I* This group is a composite of inter-dependent leftist organiza¬ 
tions. Primary component of the PKP is the militant HUXBALAHAP. The 
HUKBALAHAP, better known as "HUKS," numbers about 150,000 and is a well- 
armed, unscrupulous army controlling large areas in central Luzon. 


On the agrarian side, t^ei PKP/is represented by the far-reaching ^ FKM. 
*1^(National Peasants^ Union). Th ^rOLOr^Con^ress of Labor ^r g.aaJLzations ) sways 
' ihe/fabor 1 masses in accordance with xhe Party line. “Finally, the PKP has 


'th^fabor 1 masses in accordance With The Party line. "Finally, the PKP has 
tH^DA^pbbmocratic.AllianceJl, to exert political preesure^on ib4half of all 
,its affiliates * In their brother organization, tKS^M^OMMUNIST PARTY t 
^(SKI), the radicals find a powerful and wealthy ally. More^d^tailed infor- 
' nation respecting the Chinese Communist Party was furnished the Bureau as 
an enclosure with referenced letter. 

Directing its efforts first against the United States through the 
Philippine legislature, 'the PKP advocated withdrawal of tfoited States forces 
and return by the United States of occupied bases to the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment. It was the PKP which instigated GI demobilization demonstrations, 
assailed soldiers as constituting scab labor and promoted friction between 
American soldiers and the Filipinos. Openly branding McNUTT as an enemy 
of the Philippines and a tool of American imperialism, PKP voiced bitter 
disapproval of the "Bell Bill." Further propagation of the cause is under¬ 
taken by PKP's Political Bureau through dispatching propagandists to every 
town and barrio while simultaneously bombarding the islands with propaganda 
leaflets and newspapers. Special organizers are assigned to the formation 
of Communist youth and study groups. 

I Financial assistance comes from many sources. The "Communist Party- 

in the United States supplies a portion of the necessary funds, while indi¬ 
vidual American radicals contribute through the CIO. It is also said that 
the USSR channels money through Shanghai to PKP leaders. ’Eealthy Chinese 
Communists, seeking alliance and aid, have donated heavily. To the common 
fund, PKP adds its own share derived from murders, ransoms, coercion, dona¬ 
tions, dues and other core subtle means. 
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Tbday, the PKP, after seventeen years of feverish activity, has 
attained an enomous stature* Allegedly, the Philippine Communists are a 
well-organised, deeply rooted, determined organisation, pledged to oust 
Americans and create a Philippine Soviet state* More than a mere threat 
to the new republic and to American interests in the Philippines, the PKP 
presents a problem of potent and impending national revolution* Having 
driven a wedge deep into the economic, agrarian and political body, it is 
believed the PKP will not be deterred even though its members are hunted 
and prosecuted. 

% 

Attached hereto is a statement issued in the form'of a ^Manifesto" 
by the Communist Party of the Philippines on the occasion of the granting 
of Philippine independence, July 4, 1946. 


f^AMBANSANG JAISAHAN JfiGA .magbubukid (PXM) 
(national peasants union)_ 


The headquarters of this group is at 1426 Risal Avenue, Manila, P.I. 
The PKM is described as an outgrowth of Communist attempts to rally agrarian 
interests to the red cause and at the same time supply food for leftist 
groups in the Philippines. First known to be operating under a Constitution 
and By-Laws/published Mah 4, 1945, PKM was even then a large and growing 
memb$j/of\£ne Fhilippine Communist Party* With clever, Russian-trained 
JMATEO ^BmC ASTILLO as their leader, the members have pledged themselves to 
the oyerturow # of the existing Philippine government and its replacement with 
a counterpart of the Soviet system. Openly displaying red banners bearing 
a sickle or hammer and sickle device, the members are fanatically loyal in 
supporting union decrees. 


Each member is issued credentials which serve as a record of dues 
paid and contains reminders urging peasants to unite, keep their arms and 
stick up for their rights* Minimum monthly assessments per member are 
P.70, thus assuring a.monthly take of fl05,000 from the 150,000 members. 


The PKM is considered the most important of the separate components 
of the PKP, the majority of its members being also members of the HUKBALAHAP. 
PKM has assumed virtual control of the peasants* interests in central Luson. 
It was PKM which negotiated with Secretary of Interior ZULUETA for the 
60/40 crop division in favor of the tenants. It was also PKM which assessed 
20% of the crop for up-keep of private granary and distribution to block 
America and leftist groups. It was PKM and HUKS leaders who garnered PRRA 
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supplies and apportioned them to members only. It is PKM which continually 
harangues the administration, disseminates propaganda and encourages unrest 
through the Party organ, "MAGBUBUKID." Thus, the PKM has become a valuable 
agency for the Communists in the Philippines, recruiting members, indoctrin¬ 
ating and pledging farmers to the red ideal, supplying good to leftist 
organization and, in general, controlling agricultural developments and 
produce. 


# # # 


CONGRESS OF IABOR ORGANIZATION (CLP) 

The headquarters of this group is at 2070 Azcarraga Street, Manila, 
P.I* Although first registered with the Department of labor on May 31, 

1946, the CLO had its beginnings early in 1945. Typical of most Communist 
organizations, the CLO at inception began sending organizers among all com¬ 
ponents of the laboring class to form unions, instigate dissatisfaction 
and preach the "red" gospel. The leftist CLO organizations-soon evolved 
in the minds of the workers .as champions of their cause. Soon the CLO be¬ 
came potent as an agency for collective bargaining. It$ Influence on indus¬ 
try was felt everywhere. Bartenders, school teachers, factory workers, 
mechanics, musicians, janitors, even the American Red Cross and FRRA labor¬ 
ers were organized. With organization came new demands for recognition, 
higher wages and better working condition's. Managements unwilling to comply 
were closed down, as in the case of tho>SLIZALDE;R0?E COMPANY. Shielded 
politically by the Democratic Alliance,%ac!os*d[ , hy the militant HUES, 
assured of food by its ties with the PKM, supported by contributions from 
the American CIO, the powerful CLO today comprises 54 unions, 45 of which 
are in Manila, and a membership of 80,000. 

1 

In the broader view of the CLO'S place in the Communist picture, the 
organization is capable of industrial strangulation on the one hand or 
monopoly of labor on the other. Moreover, indications are that the CLO has 
but laid the foundation of a mighty structure from the heart of which t will 
come striking national economic revisions. Its policy seems to be continued 
encouragement of dissatisfaction and strikes among laborers, as well as 
spreading of propaganda against the l&tited States and denunciations of 
American Imperialism. With its various sources of income, including 
entrance fees, dues, voluntary contributions and special donations from the 
CIO, the CIO’s financial status is very good. ^ j 

Copies of "IN FACT," the CIO publication of which GEORGEySJELDES is 
editor, have been distributed by the CLO in Manila, as well as other official 
CIO publications. The CLO also publishes its own organ. The "CLO," in the 
Tagalog language. 
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In its efforts at organisation of waterfront workers in the 
Philippines, the CLO has been assisted by various merchant seamen, crew 
members of American vessels in the port of Manila. On occasion, collec¬ 
tions have been taken up by those merchant seamen from other crew members 
and contributed to the CLO. It is noted that activity of this nature, 
with identities of somo of the participants, is being reported in the case 
entitled, "COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE ARM3D FORCES, Internal Security-C." 

In respect to the Communist influence being brought against the 
laboring class in the Philippines, the following extract from a speech made 
before the Fifth National Labor Congress of the Philippines, “which met from 
February 25 to 28, 1946, was reported. This statement was made during a 
discussion of prospects for a third World War. 

/,» "*here is one question uppermost in your minds and that is the 
I I war between America and Russia. The answer is simple. As long as 
I I the world is not socialized and strong capitalistic countries -remain 
f I undefeated, war is inevitable. But you can be sure that it will not 
I ccme within the next two or three years, not immediately at least - 
/ thus enabling us to organize and to act, strengthening our forces and 
I making valuable use of the short time." 

# '# # 


DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE . 

i 

The headquarters of this group is at 120 Mendoza Street, Quiapo, 
Manila, P.I* This group serves as a political party front for the HUKS and 
the Philippine leftist groups. It was originally formed by shrewd lawyers 
and politicians from among the members of the HUES as a separate group to 
avoid the difficulties “which an openly militant organization such as the 
HUKS would face. As President, they named ex-Judge JESU§>eARRERA, and added 
several prominent attorneys, all known leftist sympathizers. From its foun¬ 
dation in 1945 until only Recently, it was difficult to distinguish between 
the DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE aid the HUKS. Professed DA and HUKS leaders speak 
jointly at rallies and meetings. HUKS leaders were defended in the courts 
by DA lawyers and protected in the assembly by DA pressure groups. However, 
with the coming of the elections in April, 1946, and the Nacionalista Party 
split, the DA began to come into its own. With the strength and authority 
of the HUKS behind them, DA loaders soon assumed a position of importance 
both,in the minds of the people and on the national scene. 

The DA did suffer a minor party split and experienced set-backs when 
their candidate, OSHSNA, was defeated by the men they had termed traitors 
and collaborators. However, the DA managed to send to the assembly six 
representatives to serve the DA’s purposes. Moreover, three of the twenty- 
two Senate seats were filled by men sympathetic to the DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE*. 
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Membership in the DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE is estimated at 150,000.00, 
all of these members also holding membership in the HUKS. 

# # # 


JAP ARMY) 


The headquarters for this group is in Candaba, Pampanga, P.I. The 
organization was originated on March 28, 1942, and was at its inception a 
guerilla army founded supposedly for the purpose of harrassing the Japanese. 

During the occupation and American campaign for liberation, numerous wea¬ 
pons were acquired by these HUES of both Japanese and American make. Re¬ 
cently, it is reported,they are in possession of some weapons of Russian 
origin. They are well armed with rifles, pistols, machine guns, bazookas 
and hand grenades. Actually, they engagedin very little guerilla activity, 
but toward the end bf the war and following the liberation, began to insin¬ 
uate themselves more and more into the political and economic scene. Their 
leader, LUIS^TARUC, is an outspoken Communist who at one time studied Com¬ 
munist systems in Russia. With their creed based on dissatisfaction, they 
pledged their allegiance to TARUC and themselves to the task of overthrowing 
the Commonwealth Government in order to reform it along the lines of the 
Soviet system. 

In certain localities, principally Tampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija 
and Tarlac, they set up their own local governments, appointed HUKS offi¬ 
cials and are governing these regions according to their own dictates. Dur¬ 
ing elections, HUKS combined strongly for OSHSNA, charging ROXAS with colla¬ 
boration. They also made use of a reign of terrorism wherever possible to 
intimidate voters. During that time and sixmo, the HUKS have engaged in 
numerous clashes with the Philippine army (MPC) and USAFFE guerillas. In 
practically every instance they proved themselves well armed but unwilling 
'to battle with seasoned troops. 

Being closely allied with Communist inspired PKM (NATIONAL PEASANTS 
UNION), CONGRESS OF LABOR ORGANIZATION and DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE, the four 
united even more strongly after the election of ROXAS to smear and embarrass 
the new president with verbal and printed propaganda. This was undertaken 
principally through the Communist organs, "MAGBUBUKID" and "KATUBUSAN," as 
well as in several local newspapers. 

The organization of HUKS retains its original militaristic lines. 

In addition to numerous armed bands, at least twelve flying trigger squads 
of fifteen to twenty-five men each are known to be operating in Luzon. These 
squads are well armed, vicious and almost fanatical. HUKS troops are trained 
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at several widely scattered camps. A cash reserve derived from dues, con¬ 
tributions, thefts and coercion totaling about *37,000 to 40,000, is main¬ 
tained at all times. 

i 

Recently acquired information indicates a direct connection between 
the HUKS and the Russian Government. It is believed that certain high'HUKS 
officials receive a salary equivalent to $3,000.00 monthly from Soviet 
sources. Moreover, weapons, principally machine guns of Russian make, have 
been reported in the HUKS possession. It is difficult to estimate the true 
strength of the HUKS since some names on the membership rolls are obtained 
through coercive means. However, it is generally believed to be upwards of 
150,000. 


The so-called "Crusaders Army", sometimes called Modernist Political 
Party, Philippine Dominion Crusaders, Divine Church of Perfection, Colonel' 
Calub's Intelligence Operatives, is a quasi-military organization trading 
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Jits origin to the October; 1941, presidential elections when HILARlC frfcAMINO 
^ONCADO and J0D0FR5D0 GTrCALUELproclaimed the doctrine of dominion status 


for the Philippines. Uhder the pressure of Japanese occupation, CALUB, a 
Philippine army reserve lieutenant, organised intelligence operatives among 
party members to aid the United States Army. In February, 1942, the name 
was changed to "Crusaders Army." It was then that MONCADO became affiliated 
with the group and, allegedly, during the occupation the Crusaders adopted 
the guise of churchmen in carrying out their assignments. Their intelligence 
work was channeled to guerilla units. MONCADO, who has for some years been 
spiritual leader of the ^Philippine Federation of America, allied his members 
and adherents In the Waited States and Hawaii with the *Crusaders Army," follow¬ 
ing the Philippines liberation. In the ,1946 presidential elections, the 
"Modernist Party" was revived and nominated MONCADO for president. Following 
his unsuccessful campaign, MONCADO and the "Crusaders Army"affiliated them¬ 
selves with the HUKBALAHAP. It is estimated that this move added approximately 
42,000 members to the HUKS organisation. 


On Janua ry\10 . 1946, the Counter-Intelligence Corps reported a meet¬ 
ing between FELIPByLEE, Chinese Cosnunist spokesman, and HUKBALAHAP leaders 
took place in Candaoa Swamp, Pampanga Province, on December 30, 1945. It 
wa3 then decided to coordinate action between HUKS and Communist groups in 
Manila. Activities were to include the kidnaping of provincial officials 
and Philippine army officers, protest demonstrations, strikes, etc., yhich 
would begin January 6, 1946, and continue, with increasing violence until the 
April 23 election. How effectively the program was carried out may be 
judged by the following developments* 
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1* Demobilization demonstrations by U. S. Army troops which began January 6. 
Array personnel identified with the Communist movement in the United States 
supplied leadership and direction to these meetings. 

2. A wave of strikes which tied'up railway transportation, port operations 
and which threatened to interrupt water, electricity and bus facilities, 
occurred in Manila. 

3* HUXBALAHAP fought numerous skirmishes with military police and USAFFE 
units in Nueva Ecija Province, culminating in the removal of the conser¬ 
vative governor and appointment of a HUKS sympathizer in his place. 

4* Increasing propaganda warfare was directed against the American High 

Commission, the IT. S. Army Command and U. S. Government policy as applied 
to the Philippines and'China. " , 

5* Bowing to military, economic and political pressure, the OSMEAN adminis¬ 
tration accepted coalition with the DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE. 

The Communist tactics have begun to employ propaganda media such as 
newspapers and magazines against targets such as -the army command. Infil¬ 
tration has been attempted in the Philippine Army and Philippine Army Police. 
TRhen the Manila Railroad was struck, the U. S. Army personnel attached to 
railway operation battalions protested their employment as "a strike breaking 
force" although no attempt was made to operate the railway with American 
personnel. Then the stevedores union struck against Manila employers, iden¬ 
tical propaganda was employed to attack the morale of U. S. Army troops 
assigned to emergency duty. TOxen the Philippines Long Lines Telephone 
Company was struck, again the familiar cry of "GI Scabs" was raised. This 
strategy contributed to the Communist program in the following manner: 

The morale of U. S. Artsy personnel was impaired; anti-U. S. Army feeling was 
evoked among Filipino strikers; the CIO<in the Uhited States exerted pres¬ 
sure upon the administration and tho Congress to withdraw troops from the 
Philippines; Communist newspapers published attacks upon the U. S. Army 
wage policy. 

Of direct military significance is the comprehensive espionage pro¬ 
gram of HUXBALAHAP, which is reportedly directed against U. S. Artsy installa¬ 
tions. Counter-intelligence sources have confirmed the existence of a 
Division of Intelligence within the HUKS organization. Operatives are re¬ 
quired to report the disposition, strength and armament of all camps, depots 
and stations, HUKS agents, many of themunidentified, are known to be em¬ 
ployed in quartermaster ordnance depots. There have been recent reports 
that arms and amunition from these installations are being smuggled into 
Pampanga Province where HUKBALAHAP maintains several arsenals. In this con¬ 
nection, the following information suggests fruitful possibilities for 
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Communist exploitation* 

Chinese Communists are in contact "with headquarters in China via 
short wave radio* 

Air Forces personnel have been approached with offers to join a 
"Peoplo's Army" with air transportation to Asia* 

f 

HUXS possesses short wave radio equipment. 

# # # 


Activities of Russian nationals in the Philippines are becoming of 
greater concern. At present, it is estimated approximately 300 Russians 
have emigrated since the war. Most of these are one-time white Russians 
but many have expressed their willingness to become citizens of Soviet 
Russia, although this is not possible of accomplishment, there being no 
Russian Consulate or Sxbassy as yet established. The aims of this group 
appear to be* 

1* To support subversive elements in the Philippines. 

2. To proselyte for the Communist cause. 

3. To acquire American military secrets which are now 
rather poorly guarded. 

It has not been determined whether this group of Russians is working 
under direct orders from Moscow but it is known the group is maintaining 
effective liaison with Communist organizations in the United States and China. 
There is a self-appointed loader of the Russian Association in the Philippines 
who has frequently met with the various leaders of Philippine Communist 
organizations. 

Perhaps the most important contribution being made by United States 
nationals and organizations is the steady supply of subversive literature 
and of money sent by labor and Communist groups within the 'United States. 

This is believed largely accomplished through the use of merchant seamen 
as couriers. These seamen are extensively employed in the transmittal of 
literature, money and dispatches to and from almost all Pacific ports. In 
addition, these merchant seamen frequently act as speakers at "liberal" or 
radical meetings, often presenting the ?arty line quite plausibly. An excel¬ 
lent example of this activity is furnished by th«Al^I CAK.VETERANS-COMMITTEE 
which, in Manila, was thoroughly infiltrated in this”manner. Other Communists 
and "pinkos" offer a minor problem, as do deserted or discharged American 
soldiers who have found an easy solution to many problems by joining the 


- 9 - 


Director, FBI 


12/2/46 


HDKS* It is estimated that approximately 150 American soldiers are pre¬ 
sently aligned with the HUES* 


A copy of this communication is being furnished for the informal on 
of the San Francisco Field Division inasmuch as that office is interested in 
activities of seamen couriers transporting Communist literature out of that 
port to the Far East in connection with the case entitled, "COJfliONIST INFIL¬ 
TRATION OF THE ARMED FORCES, Internal Security - C. w 
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HEARTY TOLCOMS TO (XJR INDEPENDENCE* 

RESOLUTELY WAGE THE FIGHT 
AGAINST THE BELL BILL* 

(Manifesto of tho Communist Party of the Philippines ) 


This memorable day, fourth of July, 1946, will go down in history 
as the day of independence of the Philippines. The Communist Party of 
the Philippines shares with the whole Filipino people their rejoining 
and celebration of this significant occasionand declares its profound 
gratitude to the American people for recognising the fundamental right 
to independence of the Philippines. 

The attainment of independence from the folds of American domina¬ 
tion is indeed a signal victory of the Filipino people and thS colonial 
national liberation movement throughout the whole World. It would be 
wrong to presume that this victory has been achieved as a matter of gift 
from the American people. In truth, the attainment of independence is 
the long-desired fruit of hundreds of years of struggle,-the dream and 
aspirations of such great Filipinos as Lapulapu, Bonifacio, Rizal, 

Mabini, del Pilar, and others; the product of the arduous strivings of 
the revolutionary Katipunan of 1896 which endeavored to free this coun¬ 
try from Spanish bondage, followed by numerous movements, sometimes 
ending in strikes, uprisings or revolts, even at such time when the 
Uhited States has already taken over. It must also be said that it is 
the result of more than three years of unswerving struggle of the 
Filipino people against the Japanese invaders. In short, our indepen¬ 
dence is deservedly the fkuit of our unceasing efforts and strivings, 
drenched in tears, blood, and countless lives of bur people .in the 
field of battle. It would be correct to say that without such sacri¬ 
fices and struggles, the independence of the Philippines would not have 
been achieved. 

But the Filipino people must understand ore thing. The independence 
we shall have, although considered a great victory, is not the kind of 
independence for which Bonifacio and the Katipunan fought in that 
historic revolution of 1896. Neither is it the complete and absolute 
independence so long desired by the great majority of the Filipino people 
The independence we shall have now, although very much better aid a great 
improvement over the Commonwealth, is still an independence with strings 
attached to,it,—there will stillexist, even after July 4th, a large 
measure of American control in our internal affairs. 


What are the indications that even after the proclamation of our 
independence on July 4th, a part of American power will still prevail 
in the Philippines? 


1. Without any defined time limit, military, naval, and air bases 
will be retained here even after the declaration of our independence on 
th. 4th of July. 

WciosirRE 





History bears witness to the fact that no country which has at¬ 
tained its complete independence* harbors within its confines the 
armed forces of a foreign country. Traitor indeed to the freedom of 
his country is the man who would defy this truth. Yfaat would be the 
fate of an independent Philippines under the thumb of the armed .forces 
of the Waited States stationed in her midst? 

2. Acceptance of the Bell Act means acquiescense to the American 
American imperialist control of Philippine national economy. TOiy? 

Because the Bell Act purports to restore the old order—the former 
state of economy that existed before the war. It must be noted that 
our economy before the war, in view of the fact that our country was 
then under America,,is controlled by and adapted to the industrial needs 
of American capitalists and does not accord with the needs and interests 
of the Filipino people. Do we desire a repetition of our old economic 
situation which was one of the salient causes of our economic disintegra¬ 
tion then? 

In order to insure complete control of our economy by American imper¬ 
ialists even after the bestowal of independence, they have included in the 
provisions of the Bell Act the g* anting of equal rights to American citi¬ 
zens on par with the Filipinos and the pegging of our currency to the 
America* dollar. And to coerce us into accepting the Bell Act, it was 
indicated that its rejection would entail withdrawal of rehabilitation 
help coming from the Waited States. 

■Where can we find a case of an independent Coventry in whose boundar¬ 
ies dominates the armed forces of another foreign country? TTChere can we 
find an independent country where foreigners who have not even become 
citizens of that said country are given equal rights as its own citizens? 
TOxere can we find an independent country whose currency is tied down -to 
that of a foreign country? Such state of affairs does not exist in 
America, Britain, France, Russia, China, Turkey, Switzerland, etc., which 
are independent countries. The Philippines will be the first case where¬ 
in such practice will prevail. 

For this reason precisely, the Communist Rarty of the Philippines 
and otherprogressive organizations are staunchly and indignantly protest¬ 
ing against the Bell Act. 

It is despairing to note that some of our comtrymen, especially 
those whose economic interests are tied up with American capital and 
markets, are avidly pursuing a course of acceptance of the Bell Act. 
Through the leadership of President Manuel Roxas, they are actively 
persuading the whole people to accept the Bell Act. 

This is the tremendous problem that confronts the Filipino nation 
after it attains its independence on the 4th of July. 

Countrymen* We wish to reiterate that the independence we shall re¬ 
ceive now is an immense victory. However, we also desire to call upon 






you to continue our struggle to Make this independence a full, com¬ 
plete, and absolute one* The Filipino people must resolutely carry on. 
the determined struggle not only to attain independence politically but 
also economically* And to achieve our complete and absolute indepen¬ 
dence, we must: 

1** Reject the Bell Act and in its place draw up a new trade agree¬ 
ment based on equality of rights of both the United States and the 
Philippines. , 

2 ♦ Demand the fight ,for the removal of permanent military, naval, 
and air bases of the United States here,, and in its place drawup an 
agreement of mutual friendship and cooperation betweenthe United States 
and the Philippines based on' equality of category* 

It Is only the success of the steps mentioned above can we hope to 
develop our own industries and liquidate the present feudal relation- 4 
ships that exist in the countryside, thereby making the independence ■ 
a genuine and complete one. Chly then can we hope for the blessings of 
prosperity to dawn on our land. 

This, in our opinion, should be the fundamental policy upon which 
our struggle for complete and absolute independence should be based. 

» 

LONG LIVE THE COMPLETE AND ABSOLUTE INDEPENDENCE OF THE PHILIPPINES! 

* 

DOBI TOTH THE BELL ACT AND OTHER IMPERIALIST MEASURES! 


Communist Party of the Philippines 
National Committee 

July 4, 1946 1384 Juan luna, Manila 1 
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S«■ el ob of June 6, 1946 


Attached yon will find a report doted M«qr 22* 1947» afclch was 
prepared V a Congressional Goaalttee of the Hones of Representatives of 
the Philippine Congress. This report endeavors to ehovt 

Q , >*' ' 

1. 10ie Coan«nlst Party in the P h i lippi nes alma at the ultimate 
orerthrow of the existing system of the Philippine Government 
bjr foroe and violence; 

2. the jMtheda need hy the Con—nist Part/ to attain dila end 
are the *nnlted front* - "transmission 'belt* organisations 
and the armed forces; 

3« the nativities of tho Coannnlst Party of the Philippines are 
directed tpr the Co—a1st Party of the United States* ikich in 
turn it eentrelled hasleally by the Soviet Uhlon. 

It is believed that this report may he of ease Interest to yon. 
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COMMUNISM ET THE FAB EAST 
INTEEN AL SECURITY - C 


S< ~ ■> i. J : 




Reference is made to my letter of December 2, 1946, 



Information is now "being received on a .current basis relative to 
this subject from the 1135th Counter-Intelligence Corps Detachment, Philippines 
Ryukyus Command, APO 707, Manila, P. I,, and from Headquarters, .Counter- 
Intelligence Corps, U- S. -Amy Forces in Korea, APO 236, Seoul, Korea* The 
areas covered by these jreports include the Philippine Islands, North and 
'South Korea, .and occasionally Formosa, (Taiwan)* It is to be noted that the 
information received Is generally -in summary form and the Stress -is apparently 
placed on overall trends rather than detailed Information relative to subver¬ 
sive activities* For the purposes of this communication, geographical break¬ 
down Hill be made and the information relative to the reported communist 
activities will be reported -in the appropriate section* It is to be noted 
that information received relative to this subject does not Include reports 
bearing on communism in the home islands of Japan, It is not known at this 
time whether this lack of information relative to communism within Japan 
proper is indicative of the fact that the communist activity there Is limited, 
or is caused by the fact that Army .authorities in that area do not distribute 
their reports relative to such activity. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


An almost constant series of skirmishes and minor clashes have 
occurred between the Hikbalahaps and various elements of the Philippine Army, 
the Jlilitary police Command, and residents of outlying provinces. The war of 
attrition, being carried on by the government forces, has to date seriously A 
checked the effectiveness and supply lines of the "Huks” who are now also Am 
known as the Guerrilla Veterans Legion,” W 

RECORDED 

During the period from November 1, 1946, until the present, Philippine 
governmental foroes have, with limited success, waged three major campaigns. 
Operations "Harvest,* "Ar.ayat," and "Nueva Ecija," against the "Huks" trader 
"Supremo Luif^Taruc^.^nd his first assistant, SBRGfts&AYANAN, alias,^<$LING. W 

^VICTORYI ! ,, .* X* *- 
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R 45 6 SEP 5 J961 


RECORDED 

.A 

INDEXED 


# J , 




Letter to Director, FBI 
[Son* 100-4808 


July 22, 1947 


During the time these operations were underway, TARUC was reported to 
have from four to six thousand men under his command, with three .hundred American 
deserters inoluded in this figure* The Bikb^lahaps* strength, as reported above, 
is in the nature of an estimate, and it is Ao be noted that the largest group 
reported as having been engaged in cow$*afWwas approximately one thousand men 
under the Hukbalahaps* [leader named JOSBsfc^LJS CN. alia s JSTDimasalang. n This 
battle occurred between the towns of Cam&^uatk San Antonio, and Panabingan, 
Zaragoza, on November 27, 1946, during "Operation Harvest, 1 > and resulted in' 
the death of approximately one hundred "fluks" and twelve members of the 
Philippine Military Police Command. 


The second campaign, "Arayat," was intended to be the all-out .blow 
that would crush TARUC and .his followers. Information had been received to the 
effect that as a result of "Operation Harvest," Huk forces had withdrawn to 
Central Luzon and had established their headquarters and principal camp on the 
slops of Mt. Arayat* This campaign, which began on March 1, 1947, and termi¬ 
nated in mid-April, was to include combing of the areas at the base of Mt* 
Arayat as well as the Mountain itself* A force composed of sixteen companies 
of soldiers of the Philippine Military Police Command, and various auxiliary 
units, directed from the air by observation planes, canvassed the area around 
and on Mt, Arayat without effecting the capture of TARUC or engaging his 
followers in-pitch battle* In spite of the failure of the primary objectives 
of this mission, the operation was partially successful in that the "Huk" con¬ 
centration was dispersed and their operational groups were reduced to small 
squads ranging in number from five to twenty* 


During the period immediately f ollowing the completion of this cam- 
paign/TARUC, in an effort to insure the continued loyalty and support of his 
followers, is reported on several occasions as having exhorted them to remain 
steadfast because ;aid from Soviet Russia was coming. Information was also re¬ 
ceived at this -time that the "Huks" were receiving supplies from Russia which 
were being delivered to the Town of Masanga, Quezon by submarines, -It was 
further reported that future deliveries to this group at Masanga, which was 
' under the leadership of ALE GAN DRO^MIERNE S, alias, "CoMmande£$ystalin," would 
include much needed arms and ammukiuipn. 






Another item 
Philippine Military P 
the effect that 
leadership of on 
for their mission 



f interest was a report\credited to Generai rSASTANADA, 
ice Command, and Ge neraLyM^lA NDCNI, PhilippiheSA’rmy, to 
, of Chinese, all membersof rhs^8 th Route Army, under the 
ENU<f$!EI, .had landed somewhere in the Ilocos region and had 
Assassination of President MANU^BlROXAS. 


Philippine authorities are of the opinion that Hukbalahap leaders had 
prior knowledge of the attempt to assassinate President ROXAS in Manila on 
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March 10, 1947. This estimate of Majo/S^STO^ULAROMAN, Licab, Bcija, was 
based upon the fact that one .EXEQDI^D^ALimt, alias, "Estrello," a former 
«Huk," was arrested on the afternoon of March 10, 1947, in Licab, for spread¬ 
ing rumors to the effect that the President had been killed. It is presumed 
that Major VILLARCMAN based his estimate on the fact ’that DeMALIWAT was spread¬ 
ing this story prior to the time that the news of the attempted assassination 
would be available through normal channels in .Licab, 

The most recent campaign of the Philippine Military Police Command to 
subdue the "Buks" was "Operation Rueva Ecija," which was directed against those 
elements of the "Buks" in that Province in the hope that they might be dis¬ 
bursed. This campaign was reported as a complete failure since the "Buks" 
managed to infiltrate the Military Police Command lines and remain In the 
territory supposedly combed during the operation. 

The present strengh of the "Huks" appears to be concentrated in the 
mountainous area of Bataan. Groups which were disbursed at Mt. Arayat were 
.reportedly instructed to conceal their arms and proceed under the guise of 
peaceful citizens to Bataan where they would be reassembled and rearmed. At 
present, no information is available as to the number that have been able to 
successfully carry out this plan, although it has been reported that clashes 
between the "Buks* and the Military Police Command are on the increase in this 
area. 


The military strength of the communist forces ;in the Philippines, as rep¬ 
resented by the Hukbalahap troops under LUIS TARUC, appears to be concentrated 
in the outlying areas of the Islandsj the intellectual center of the movement 
being located in and around Manila. It is believed that Communist Party .litera¬ 
ture and propaganda leaflets are flowing into that City through the medium of 
merchant seamen arriving from the United States. The propaganda received is 
disseminated from Manila to all :of the outlying provinces where it serves as 
an educational guide for the indoctrination and development of the CP members 
in that area. Among the persons believed to be ^responsible for the importation 
of much of this communist material are CHESTER C^^AKER, Seaman , s N \Certificate 
of Identification #Z-321150-D-1, a known member bf ^he CP, MARK C^pOTEN, Sea¬ 
men’s’Certificate of Identification #Z-458165-D-1, a known member ofHhe CP; 

LAWRENCE*PARKER, Seamen’s Certificate of Identification #Z-512179, a CP suspect; 
CLAUDE Pv^ATNEY, Seamen’s Certificate of Identification #2-185055, All of 
these menare members of the crew of the .SS GENERAL M. H. GORDON, and .upon the 
arrival of this vessel in Manila on December 31, 19'4^ a total of nineteen 
different communist pamphlets were obtained from MARXTOWEN by Philippine author¬ 
ities. X 


Another individua l prominent in the communist activity in the City of b6 
Manila isf former director of the United Seamen’s Service in b? 


T 
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Manila, who recently assumed the posi tion of P ersonnel Director "with that 
same organization in Shanghai, China.| la former member of the CP in 

New York, and a National Maritime Onion patrolman in San Pedro, California, 
arrived in Manila in June, 1946, and became Executive Officer of the Manila b6 

Branch of the United Seamen’s §egyice. Immediately after his arrival in the h7f 

Islands J I contacted GEORGSjvGDIIMET, NMU organizer and CP member, and 

assi sted him in a program ofpropaganda and union organizing, it was noted 
that l | .initial activities in Manila were conducted in a highly discreet 

manner and that he was obviously attempting to stay in the background. During 
November, 1946 J [ contacted LBSLIE1CARSCN, another NMU organizer there and, 

likewise, a known CP member, and they'cVuvassed the crew members of the various 
vessels that were in port at that time for donations to aid the cause of strikers 
engaged in the Manila City labor strike which was fomented and lead by the com¬ 
munist dominated Congress of Labor Organizations. 

Among l other activities has been the organizational drive in 

the recruitment of union members among emftlpyees of the ISTHM IAN STEAMSHIP 
LINE; attendance. In the company f " I of the SS MARGARET 

FULLER, at a town .hall meeting to hear an adless by LUIS TARUC; and :active 
participation in meetings of the Manila chapter of the American Veterans 
Conanittee, during the course of which he violently attack ed the anti- Russia be 
trend in the United States'isilt has further been reported | | made b' 

regular contaots with LeCOYT^SKCTON, Marine Cooks and Stewards delegate aboard 
the SS GENERAL MEIGS and a knowikmember of the Seamen’s Branch of the CP. 

SE XTON an d CHESTER C« BAKER, upon one occasion, attempted to deliver literature 
to I ~1 at the United Seamen’s Service Club in Manila, but they were prevented 

from accomplishing this through the intervention of Philippine authorities. 

In addition to the various imported items of CP propaganda, there is 
published in Manila a magazine entitled, "Komunista," which is evidently the 
organ of the intellectual group of the "Partido Komunista sa Pilipinas,” 

(CP of the Philippines). Attached as an enclosure to this letter is a trans¬ 
lation of the pertinent portions from the May 1 issue of this magazine. 

In addition to the activities of communist merchant seamen and native 
Filipino communists, there is a large foreign settlement composed In the main 
of people of Chinese and Russian ancestry. This group held May Day celebrations 
which feature the prominent display of the hammer and sickle to commemorate that 
holiday. 

On May 4, 1947, the 36th anniversary of "Youth Day” was observed by 
Manila Chinese communists at the Chung Eua Ting, (China Hall). One of the 
events of this "Youth Day" program was a scheduled address by Chinese Consul 
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General T. who spoke in behalf of the Nationalist Government in China, 

The same meeting was climaxed by speeches by various Chines f communist leaders 
in Manila, berating the Kuorointang and its Army, Anqt/en iWdent of interest 
in the Chinese community in Manila was the attempt byrGAN-^tosIONG, who is 
described as one of thirty-two suspected communist agehjfcb Manila, to soli¬ 
cit a member of the Kuomintang to join the CP, N 


The Philippine government is now conducting a congressional investi¬ 
gation of communism in the Philippine Islands which has been underway since 
April of this year. It is believed that the official report of this investiga¬ 
ting committee will result in the indictment of the already outlawed CP in the 
Philippines as an agency of a foreign power. In this connection, Capt. FORREST 
A. HATFIELD, 401st Counter-Intelligence Corps Detachment, has advised the writer 
that his group requested that in the event the 1135th CIC Detachment in Manila 
secures copies of this report that a sufficient number thereof should be sent 
to his office in order that several copies might be available to this office. 


Information has also been received that there is presently operating 
in the Philippine Islands an organisation known as the "Russian"Association of 
the Philippines," or "Rostep," under the leadership of one JOSEPH^EPLITCHI, 
Officials of this concern are reported as carrying on rathek extensive world¬ 
wide correspondence, and itswas recently noted that one J. jXuzEUTSOFF had 
been corresponding with ANDR&GRCMYKO, Russian delegate to thXlJhited Nations 
Organisation. Detailed information relative to this organisation is not 
currently available in this office and as such is received the Bureau win be 
made cognisant thereof. 


As a final item of Interest rel^^^rirthe^hillopine^ 
Jhilippln... -the introduction fj «• »* £ *£ that 

7< 5 lands for the first time during the month ot may, ** * * . 

v distribution of the Russia. motles iMh?:SJFSSSS' m!! Mew Tort 

V DEL CORRO FILM EXCHANGE by arrangement withi(ARTKIN0 PICTOBES, -IN , 
f'cTtv Among the motion pictures currently shewing in Manila are the Fail oi 
Srl‘in/^?he Sttl. for Moscow," "Bolden Slipper." end the "Unln 6 r»d Music 

Bill." 


KOREA 

The situation in Korea is considered highly critical because of the 

Soviet-American°Coromission^wMch S opened l formally ,f ott May 21, 1947, Considerably 

th9 Te?y 198t . 
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minute had refused to sanction participation by any Rightest groups in the 
discussions* However, Dr* RfiEE has apparently modified his original stand 
somewhat, and Korean sources state that although there is a notable presence 
of bickering over small unimportant items between the United States and Soviet 
delegations, that Russia apparently is desirous of a quick conference for the 
settlement of the major issues for -the establishing of the Korean provincial 
Government* 

Several reports have been received which reflect that in Northern 
Korea intensified emphasis is being placed upon the training and development 
of Soviet agents who could be sent into the U. S. zone for the purposes of 
espionage, sabotage and assassination duties*, A report of unknown reliability 
statesrthat the"“Soviets have 'established thettPyongyang Bak Won, Espionage 
li*ftiningjrnstitu.te), in the .areas of Chinwe^ Hi, Chinnampo and Pyongyang Namdo* 
It XT reported that this institute was established In October, 1945, and three 

groups totalling approximately two thousand have been graduated from this school 
to date* 


Another incident of Soviet es| 
Korea concerned the apprehension of on« 


in th« 


S. zone 3 


V'l 

It 


is now beln| 


the apprehended Northern Korea I 


In connection with the infiltration tactics described above, Capt, 
FORREST HA.TFIELD, 401st CIC Detachment, has recently confidentially advised that 
the U. S* is now currently utilising these tactics in North Korea. Capt. HATFIELD 
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cited a recent incident wherein a team of fifteen CIC agents were sent direct 
to North Korea from Washington, D« C« .This team of .fifteen agents reportedly 
had an espionage mission in the Russian zone similar : to that of the apprehended 
North Korean agent mentioned above* Capt. HA IF IB LD advised that the U. S* 
mission met with little or no success in Korea and the most recent information 
available to him indicates that of the original group of fifteen that entered 
the Russian zone, only eight returned and of the group that failed to return 
three or four were known to have been killed by the Russians. 

Information available indicates that the Soviet government in North 
Korea has already .instituted a policy of making this area economically sub¬ 
servient to the Soviet Union, and under the guise of the so-called "Peoples 
Committee Government," they have established a government to supplant the 
Peoples Interim Government. It is reported that the "Peoples Committee 
Government" is under the control of a closely knit Soviet—Korean power group 
and the decisions of this group are reportedly published as emanating from the 
desires of the duly elected representatives to that body. There is established 
under the Peoples Committee Government a Department of Internal Security which 
-has Jurisdiction over such activities as the railroad police, civil police, 
and "various guard units along the border and along certain vital government 
factories and installations. It is noted that prominently-featured as emblems 
on the uniforms of these members of the Department of Internal Security, mentioned 
above, are the Soviet hammer and sickle* 


Set forth below is a list of organizations which have been described 
as the Trios t important of the Leftist organizations in Korea* 

ENGLISH KOREAN 


Democratic Peoples Front 

South Korea Labor Party 

All Korea Council of Labor Unions 

National League of Farmers 


N/MIN CHU SHUI UI MIN CHOK CHUN SUN 
IIAM CHOSUN NO DONG DANG 
TNJHOSUN NO DCNG CHO HAP CHUN KUK 
, PYUNG UI WHB.I 
VttHUN KUK NONG MIN CHONG YON MAING 


--- - — - — V - Vuuw u mitt A-UUll kf IkJSi MLAlviu 

South Korea Women* s Democratic Union ^NAM CHOSUN MIN CHU YUH SONG DONG MAING 
Korean Democratic Youth Alliance , o'CHOSUN MIN CHU CHQNGNYUN DCNG MAING 
Korean League of Cultural AssociationifOCHOSUN MOON BWA DAN CHO CHONG YUN MAING 
Central League of Korean Cooperatives J\CH0SUN HYUP DONG CHO HAP CHOCNG ANG 


Central Peoples Committee 
Korean Peoples Revolutionary Party 
Chun Do Kyo Young Friends Party 
League of Conscripted Workers 


YUNMA'ING 

JHOajfG ANG -IN MIN UI WONG WHBI 
/VCHOSUN MIN CHOK BYUK MYUNG DANG 
N>CHUN DO KYO CHUNG U DANG 
' DCNG CHING SA DCNG MAING 
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ENGLISH 


KOREAN 


Veague of the Unemployed Relief Society^BAN .IL DN DONG CHA KU WON WHEI 
V for the Anti-Japanese \ 

AKorean Peoples Relief Association \ ,ACH0SUN IN MIN WON HO WHEI 
\ (Society) \ 

1 Joint Committee for Fighting Against XBAN FASSYO KONG DONG TOO CHANG 


I Joint Committee for Fighting Against 
v. Fascism 

VV^ orean ~Rus 80 Cultural Society ; 

'' s \Korean Chinese Doctors* Association 
O^Korean Pharmacists Society 
\Home Liaison Committee of The League 
■ \ of Korean Residents in Japan 
-^laboring Peoples Party \ 

. v-Social Democratic Party 

T'All Korean Confucian , s League 
* Democratic Christians Association 


XBAN FASSYO KONG DONG TOO CHANG UI WON 

v' MSE3L’’*’' .. 

NACHO SO MOON W& HYOP WHEI 
VNjHOSUN HI SA WHEI 
'\CHOSON YAK CHE SA WHEI 
v KHAI IL CHOSUN IN YON MAING KON DUK 
\ YOL’NAlCm, WON’WHBX 
•s/KON NO IN MIN DANG 
OASAH mi MIN J00 DANG 
^SCHON KOOK Y00 KYO YON MAING 
j *^XI TOK KYO MIN J00 DONG MAING 


FORMOSA 

(Taiwan) 

* 

The only information relative to communist activity on Formosa is 
an estimate of approximately 2,000 communists there who reportedly are active 
in distributing leaflets, pamphlets and propagandising on behalf of the Chinese 
communist government and claiming that the communist forces -were winning the 
war in China. 


v V 


As was mentioned previously in this communication, much of the data 


v - \j:-A®t forth herein Is general in nature with the i emphasis apparently placed on the 
^ overall trends rather than on specific instances of subversive activities. 

vtf rl 1 In view of the foregoing. Bureau instructions are requested as to 

i ■ ‘ whether information similar to that contained In this letter should be forwarded 

1 4 or whether this practice should be discontinued. 

A copy of this letter is being designated for the San Francisco 
Office in view of the fact that some of the individuals mentioned herein, 
particularly the merchant seamen active in the vicinity of Manila are also 
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TRANSLATED FROM: 

"KOMUNIS1A" MAGAZINE 
DATED 1 MAY 1947 

EDITORIAL LET US FACE THE TRUMAN CHALLENGE 


Th© "Truman Doctrine" of combatting the spread of Communism is a 
challenge to the democratic movement the world over* The fight against 
Communism is made under the veil of "supposedly aiding the anti-Fascist 
governments in Greece, Turkey, China, Philippines, etc*" This is a trick 
of -the imperialists. 1 The economic :and military help extended to Greece 
and Turkey and other countries of the world clearly is objectionable, 
for the following reasons: 

First* "(It Is) interference with the internal government of other 
nations*" Second: "The interference is under the pretense that it is 
only the countries which suffered during the war. Third: "interference 
in the economic and military affairs of other nations is a trick of im¬ 
perialists in their own countries, and in other weak nations of the world." 
Fourth) "(It is intended) to impart vigor to the imperialists in their 
respective countries and to the reactionaries of other countries all 
over the world*" Filth) "The alleged help extended to Greece and Turkey 
is a direct fight against the humanity of the Soviet citizens, and a 
challenge to the democratic movement in the world, especially to the 
democratic movement In Europe, which Is very near -the center of inter¬ 
ference." Sixth; "(It is) a step towards the establishment of Fascism In 
the imperialist countries and dissemination of its propaganda in order to 
avoid the Impending crisis In the midst of capitalist prosperity or "crisis 
of over production ." 

7?hat Is the truth of this in the Philippines? The example is very 
clear: When Truman & Co. played their guitar of "fight against Communism," 
is it not true, that their sweet potato followers danced? Those slaves 
hold to the belief that only the American imperialist can help them in 
their national rehabilitation. 

Is it not true, that as soon as our Congressmen heard about the 
"Truman Doctrine," they -immediately formed an "Investigation Committee" 
in order to Investigate the alleged spread of Communism in the Philippines. 
Is it not true -that the "anti-democratic" movement became enthusiastic 
under the veil of the "anti-Communism issue?" Now they are persistent in 
pointing out that the Biks, CLO, PKM, and other progressive-democratic 
organizations are Communist movements. In order that, as much as possible, 
those national movements may be suppressed, so as not to obstruct the 
fraudulent schemes of American imperialists and of other nationals who 
are helping them now. 

They resort to every menas in the attempt to crush th® Communist 
Party'because they believe that they ( the Communists) are fanatics and 
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leaders in defending labor. In progressive movements and in other anti- 
imperialist movements. Once the Party is crushed, it will be easy for 
them to crush Labor Unions, tenant groups, and other democratic movements. 

What are the purposes of all this? .First, it is a threat. Second, 
It is to suppress any democratic movement in the Philippines, to the 
glory of the reactionaries and foreign imperialists. Third, it is to 
maintain their fraudulent soheme, so that the weight of poverty may be 
placed on the shoulders of the suffering masses who do not receive 
justice. 

Will that challenge of the reactionary and -Imperialist be "ignored? 
No. We need to Dace this fight. The fight between reactionary and pro¬ 
gressive; the fight between "anti-Communism and defense of new Democracy" 
should be faced by all progressive elements and the pro-independence 
fighters against imperialism. This is a challenge to the whole labor 
and progressive movement. 

The RKP of Manila-Riral is not in favor of keeping silent with 
folded arms in the fact of the present situation. We should treble our 
strength Dor the success of democracy in our country, against the Impending 
threat of "the power of Fascism in the Philippines, which is led by American 
imperialists under guise of help extended to the present administration* 


COMMUNISM IS THE ONLY SALVATION OF MANKIND 


Written by MARIANO PiYBALGOS 
Secretary of PKP^aHT^RIsal 

I have read in the vridely circulated .newspapexfD*G£WG BUHAY, edi¬ 
tion of 21 April "1947, the article written by Dr. JOSE VVjAJUCOM entitled, 
"Some Ways to Suppress Communism." This has attracted my'a'ttention, since 
the intention of the long treatise of the Doctor, is to poison the mind of 
the nation with regard to the greatness of Communism. 


At the beginning of Dr. CAJUCOM's article he has already agreed 
that "the primordial airm of the doctrine of Communism, launched by KARL 
MARX, its founder and first propagandist, is to elevate the laboring class 
from the status of slaves of the powerful landlords and .rich aristocracy." 
Is this bad? Therefore, according to history. Communism cannot be sup¬ 
pressed in any capitalist country, because under their (the landlords) 
control, the laboring class, and also the intellectuals, professional men 
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and middle-class people, are all slaves who need prosperity and freedom. 

The meaning of Socialism is not yet clear in the mind of Dr. 
CAJUCOM. It appears that he favors Socialism, but is against Communism, 
and he wants this latter to be compared to the Nazism of Hitler and the 
Fascism of Mussolini and Franco. To clarify this matter, I am happy to 
state that there are two kinds of Socialism: 

First, Marxist Socialism or scientific Socialism. This is the 
first step to Communism. So, the belief of Dr. CAJUCOM that there is 
.Communist government in Soviet Russia now is wrong, for the truth is 
that it is a Socialist government. Dr. CAJTJCOM himself confirms the fact 
that the laboring class has achieved great progress there. A Capitalist 
or landlord class does not exist there now, so fraudulent schemes and 
the enslavement of men by man has been stopped. 

The power of labor is the power of 190,000,000 Soviet citizens, 
not of 18,000,000 Communist only, or of JOSEF STALIN, who .has been branded 
Dictator. Why? because the national election -in Soviet Russia Is more 
than Democratic, if we compare it with the national elections In the capi¬ 
talist countries. There are no capitalist or landlord candidates to buy 
ballots. Anyone who is of age and a qualified elector has the right to 
become a candidate, whether he be laborer, intellectual, professional man 
or soldier, male or female. Elections there are peaceful and orderly, 
because there is no threat and intimidation, use of force or bribery, un¬ 
like what usually happens in the capitalist countries. Although the .Com¬ 
munist leads in the government of the workers, it is not due to the dicta¬ 
torship of JOSEF STALIN, but due to sincerity, diligence .and talent of the 
Communist under the sponsorship of united Socialists. 

Second, the Utopian or visionary Socialism which failed in England 
during the time of RAMSEY McDONALD was crushed by the Nazism of Hitler, 
by the Fascism of Mussolini, and is on the way to being crushed by Franco 
in Spain. Those dreaming about Socialism, under the powerful Capitalist 
regime, are sure to fail, according to history. 

Now, may I ask Dr. CAJTJCOM this: Which class of Socialism do you 
favor? If you favor Marxist socialism or scientific socialism, you are 
not an enemy of Communism, because this is the first step to Communism, 
But, if you favor the Utopian or visionary Socialism, I pity you because 
you will be among those to be despised by mankind, just as Hitler and 
Mussolini were despised and crushed, and just as Franco and other pro- 
Fascists of the worldwill surely fall. 
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The "Four .Freedoms," the principles enunciated by the late 
president ROOSEVELT of America, are pretenses only, and are not followed 
strictly In the so-called democratic countries. But in Soviet Russia, 
this what really happens: 

* s I 

1, Freedom cf religion: , Religious tolerance is enjoyed by the 
citizens. As a matter of fact until now the most .common religion of the 
Soviet citizen is the old Orthodox religion, ;It Is true that scientists, 
there, like the Communists and other., as you said, are Atheists, There 
are Atheists in all parts of the world, , This is their right, it falls 
tinder the freedom of thought, 

2* Freedom From want: There are no hungry people now in Soviet 
Russia, although war has destroyed their industries and other means of 
livelihood. There are no unemployed there, .because the Constitution of 
Soviet Russia guarantees the right of man -to work in order to .live. It 
is different in America, which is recognized to be the leading industrial 
country in the world, where the number unemployed reached 18 million. 
Unemployment is a grave problem also in other capitalist countries, 

3* Freedom from fear: Since the establishment of the power of 
labor in Soviet Russia, there is no more fear in the minds of its citizens, 
■Why? Because capitalists and landlords who formerly mistreated their 
laborers and tenants have disappeared. There are no more strikes to be 
handled by force of arms, as happens in capitalist countries. The laborers. 
Intellectuals, and professionals are contented, because their salaries 
or wages are sufficient to provide the necessities of life, 

Thm "purgings" or eliminations by the Communist Party (Bolshevik!) 
in Soviet Russia, between 1925 and 1930, cannot be called Intimidation, 

They eliminated the so called Trotsky Party, because it sabotaged the plans 
of the laborers* and in order to promote Socialism for the welfare of the 
190 million Soviet citizens. To a .sincere and great Party which Is responsi¬ 
ble to the nation: it is part of its duty to cleanse its sphere of action for 
the sake of strength and honor in the eyes of watching mankind, -It is .right 
and property to eliminate some, that lives and prosperity of the 190 million 
Citizens of Russia be preserved. 

The belief of Dr. CAJUCGM that the "kulaks" in Soviet Russia have 
been so handled with force as to cause their disappearance. Is erroneous. 

His statement that the "kulaks" are like the Illocanos who migrated, is 
also wrong. The truth is this: The "Kulaks" were those people who lived on 
the farms, Ifhen the power of labor triumphed in 1917, the government did not 
confiscate their .land. They freely tilled their soil, with their own labor and 
at their own expense. They were not bothered by the Soviet Government, 
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But on the other hand, the Communists have confiscated and appro¬ 
priated the big tracts of land of the Otar and other aristocrats. ,0n this 
land, the Soviet Government has organised "collection farming" or united 
farming. All tenants who engage in the united farming, have their own 
homes and yards, schoolhouses, playgrounds and children's nurseries, radios, 
electricity, farm machines, etc. TVhen the time for division of crops, which 
are the fruits of their labors comes, if affords prosperity to every family. 
This prospertiy has been enjoyed by the "kulaks" who own parcels of land. 

The "kulaks" were attracted and persuaded by this good plan of the 
Soviet government to promote united farming. They voluntarily joined the 
good scheme of united farming. This is the reason why the "kulaks" disap¬ 
peared, not due to force or abuse, but due to a superior system which was 
.shown to them by the Soviet government. 

4. .Freedom of Speech: In Soviet Russia there is freedom of speech, 
-In th® fields, the factories, the Schools, and the societies or scientists, 
people think freely and try to solve the problems of life, both social 
and political. Each Soviet citizen -is free to criticize any government 
official whenever he sees something to criticize, unlike in capitalistic 
countries, where criticism ends in enmity, jealousy and sectionalism. All 
mistakes committed by government officials in Soviet Russia, as well as 
mistakes committed in labor circles, are being straightened out, and in 
this way, the operation of the government and of Socialist groups is be¬ 
ing improved. 

That is why, in Soviet Russia, the minds of the citizens are 
improving gradually. They follow the government, not because of frear of 
the so-called Dictator Stalin, but because they know that the Soviet 
government, based on Socialism is right. It is different in capitalist 
countries, which call themselves democratic - there the majority of citi¬ 
zens are asked to follow through intimidation and the use of armed might. 

If Dr. CAJUCOM is pro-democracy and pro-freedom* why did he 
.courageously suggest ’to Pres. ROXAS and to the Government, that the spread 
of Communism be prohibited, and make the Communist Party of the Philippines 
the political party of labor, unlawful. Do you want to establish Utopian 
Socialism or Fascism in our own country? 

The aims of the Communist Party of the Philippines, in accordance 
with the present situation in the Philippines, are the following: 

1. To secure real independence for the Filipino nation. 

2. To cause the nation to realize the .meaning of democracy. 
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3* To raise the standard of living of laborers, teachers, 

employees, policemen and army personnel and to better con¬ 
ditions in the factories. 

4* To solve the agrarian problem, through 70/3Q crop sharing 
basis, and through division of land among present tenants. 

6. To promote the industrialization of our country, freed from 
the domination of American -Imperialism. To encourage Filipino 
capital. 

If Dr. jCAJUCOM is against the foregoing platform of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines, what kind of a platform does he fabor? Does he 
desire the principles of the aristocrats, imperialists or Fascists? 

According to history, no Communist has enriched himself, contrary 
to what Dr. CAJUCOM contends. See and investigate our menas of livelihood. 

We are serving in the labor movement and in the national movement, keeping 
in our hearts the spirit of sacrifice until we succeed in fulfilling the 
desires of the nation for prosperity and independence. 

Investigate our past. The communists do not stop in their movement. 
During the last war, they helped and led various guerrilla units. There are 
no puppets or collaborators. The Japanese militarists even killed our 
great heroes - CRISANTO EVANGELISTA, VITALIANO MANANSALA, AGAPITO DEL ROSARIO, 
and others. They preferred death rather than surrender to the enemy. 

During peace-time, they never stop but led in any labor or 
national movement Tor the sake of democracy, prosperity and the independence 
Of the Filipino nation. 

These are the characteristics cf the Communists. 

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE PHILIPPINES! JOIN THE PKPU 
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Director, FBI 

'ROM s SAC^ Honolulu 

SUBJECT: COMMUNISM IN THE FAR EAST 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


£xTE: August 6, 1947 


S8532 



®Commvhis?~ i~<i> /< /y- ^ 

Reference Is made to my letters of July 22 *and July 31, last?* captioned 


i 

tv. 

fs 




t 

\ 


as above* This is to advise that the 401st Counter-Intelligence Corpk? Detachment,.!/ 
AGFPAC, Honolulu, T. H., has made available to this office a copy of, Supplements 
B to 1135th Staff Study on Communism in the Philippines♦" This supplement, 
dated June 1, 1947, contains considerable information relative to the activity’ 
of the Coaoaunist Party of the Philippines as reported by the 1135th CIC \ 
Detachment, Phllippines-Ryukyus Command, APO 707, Manila, P* I* Photostat!# 
copies, in duplicate, are being forwarded for the information of the Bureau, 
as well as one photostatic copy for the information of the San Francisco Office, 

Your attention is directed to the last four pages of the above-mentioned 
/photostat whichfpurports to be an encoded letter to, "Comrade ANNE L« STRONG,"', 

/from, "I. C. POLITBURO (l)." Capt, FORREST A^fflWFIELD, 401st CIC Detachment, v 
j has advised that he does not know the system employed by the 1135£h-*CIC . 

Detachment in breaking the supposedly encoded letter to ANNE L^gTRCNG, He 
stated that in response to a radiogram which he sent to the CIC Detachment in 
Manila, he was advised/chat the person listed as ANNE L, STRONG was believed 
to be ANNA LOU I S B-^IR QKG, well-known CP propagandist from California* HATFIELD 
. also stated that •fhewPHUA F«*PAN mentioned in the encoded letter could not be 
\ identified by the CIC agents ix$ Manila, but it had been ascertained that the 
\ address was that of the—OHICt^GrFAT^SANK which was a known CP drop in Hongkong, 

^China, s ' 

Information was also received through the 1135th CIC Detachment in 
Manila that British Intelligence authorities had no information as to the 
current activities of ANNA LOUISE STRONG other than the fact that she had 
been writing communist propaganda for the "Allied Labor News" from Yenan, 

China for the past six months, * 


Capt, HATFIELD also advised that in response to a request which he 
sent to the 1135th CIC Detachment, additional information relative to this 
encoded document would be forwarded to him in approximately three weeks* 
Upon receipt of this data, the Bureau and San Franoisco will be advised of 
the information obtained* 

\ 
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SAC, San Krancieco 
Director, FBI 

COWfiJNIST PARTI OF THE PKHJPPIHXS 
Internal Security - 0 


h */" ^ ^ ^ 3 y 


‘ J , ^ 


- Mr. ft', rs 


VT’V 

' \‘fl f 




July >$>, iylr ^ 


^538 


' Reference la sad* to your latter to the Bureau dated June 9 » 191*7, 

L captioned as aboya. The Bureau la interested in informti or as described in 
^ yaferanoad latter* 

It is suggested that ~| be discreetly encouraged to 

continue to supply such information to Special Agent F* A. BoguAlav on a 1 
personal basis* However, it should he <eo; handled as not to cause any 
eabarrassmnt to the Bureau* 
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'K Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

^^FROM i SAC, SAn'fRANCISCO 

n COCKUNIST PARTI OF THE PHILIPPINES 

1 * I \% W^^IRNAL SECURITY - C 

Al \ Approximately four months ago. Specla 

\f receipt of a letter froml 


DATB: June 9, 1947 


83534 

^ 4 ' h: e < 

> lit tl A .L *■*?*'. s'* 


d'. <*. 



I ‘\ offering to send him information regarding' Canonist, Spanish Falange, and Nazi 
[ | activities in the Philippine Islands. In his letter he advised that some of 


N 4 1 I He felt that this information should be brought to the attention 

x-A , of some interested United States government agency, excepting the CIC, for which 
4j he has very little regard. 

i ^ 

,‘| Special Agent BOGUSLAV suggested to him that he send any information 

he might have to him personally and that he. Agent BOGUSLAV, would see that it 
^'v reached the proper authorities. “ _ 

; \ ' 1 t&SZ S^S DJP.T l 

i _ On June 5. 1 947. Special Agent BOGUSLAV received "the enclosed report 

> from|| This report, dated May 22, 1947, was prepared By a 
IS’ .1 Congressional Committee of the House of Representatives of tlie P hili ppine Congress 
tV \ and submitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. This report en- 
;4 ^ * deavors to show: (1) that the Communist Party in the Philippines at the 
‘1 ultimate overthrow of the existing system of the Philippine Government by force 
, U and violence; (2) the two-pronged methods used by the Communist Party to attain 
•WVthat end, namely, by use of "united front" and "transmission belt", organizations, 

' iand by the Armed Forces; (3) that the activities of the Communist Party of tThe 
r Philippines are directed and controlled by the Communist Party of the United . 

,7- ** States, and that the Communist Party of the United States is controlled by the^dfej 

* ^ Communist International, which is in turn controlled by the Ccmouiii^ Party of y^p 

the Soviet Union* This report also embodies the Committee's recomaena^i%W^as#/ 

; p to the,inadvisability of seating some of the "elected" congressmen for violationtp' 

* * 1 o3peldction laws and the suspicious circumstances under which these congressmen ** 2 

I-1 ! 

*1 1 *• It is to be noted that|_|advised in his letter that he 

* does not expect nor does he desire to receive any remuneration for any information 

T y he might furnish. UjLtffo .> 

“ \ , ’ The B ureau is requested advise.J^j^ off/c^T^eth^ t T£t~iy' , intere 3 ted in 

'1 nformationTofLthis-1ypg~and- : Mfether l l i^tobe encouraged to continue 

' • \ to suppl y such inforxaation to Special Agent/^A. EOOTSU^^peysonally. 

• \ A photostatic copy of the above-motioned report, is being retained in 

, \ \ the files of this office. ^ . MM 
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SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

Guy Hottel, SAC, Washington Field 

COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN 
PEILIFPINE ISLANDS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


DATE: August 20, 1947 


4 % 


On June 19. 1947,1 I 

I [ New York CIV, called at the Washingion Field 

Office and stated that he had some information which h e would like to 
nake available to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I 
explain ed that he was with the| 

| U* S. Axtay, fro® December, 1945, to May, 1946. He held the 
rank of Sergeant and he was assigned to Manila, Philippine Islands* 

While there his duties consisted of investigating Cormunist activity 
in the islands. As a result of this’he secured sons information which he 
thinks nay be of value to the Bureau* 

I stated that as a res.ult of his activities, one or 
two of the persons whom he investigated became very enraged at him and 
if they should ever cose to the United Sta tes, he would not be surprised 
if they made some effort to do him injury*! I reported that an 

individual,whose name at that time he recalled as being ANDREW J.,*CIGGINS, 
had recently contacted him> in New York City. He said that HIGGilNS 
claimed to be a member of the U. S. Army CIC and that he asked him 
^various questions conce rning his * knowledge of Communist activities in 
the Philippine Islands. I I related that since all of the information 

he had obtained as a result of his investigations was included in the CIC 
files, he became suspicious of RIGGINS and want ed to kn ow if the FBI had 
any record concerning him. It was suggested t d ~l at this time that , 
he inquire at the CIC Office in New York City concerning'HIGGINS and'he 
said he would do so. 
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Under date of June 23, 1947,1wrote a letter to the 
Washington Field Office in which he siated, B In line with our recent 
conversation, the name of Andrew Higgins, which I gave you, is incorrect. 
The nare should be Francis J. ( iviinolly, and the gentleman is 100# all . / 
right. n It will be noted here that there is no record concerning FRAKGrlS^ 
J. CONNOLLY in the Washington Field Of fide. ' 


The following is information which | 
Communist activities in the Philippine Islands!" 


[furnished concerning 


jiEI£ippuiENKO was a White Russian and her family was reported 
to be of the nobility of Russia. The family travelled from Russ ia to 
Shanghai and then took up residence in the Philippines. ! | was of 

the opinion that HELEN liras probably a prostitute before the war. YSien 
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the Japanese captured the Philippine Islands, they reduced her to poverty. 
Her war recordwas excellent and she risked her life in carrying food to 
American prisoners. After the war, however, she was not rewarded for her 
work. She was very friendly with many of the Americans in' the Philippines. 
Following the war she drifted toward Communis m. She became friendly with 
VACIKTEr^AVA and his brother, JESU^MVA, who j I were 

two of the leading Communists in tne Philippines. Suddenly HELEN cane into 
possession of quite a bit of money. She opened a night club called r, THE 
-7^IlIE-ELEFHA!]T n with three other women; namely, TANYA^PRGPOCOFF (PH), VERA_ 



,o is not important in connection with this information furnished 

_and a woman whose first name was HELEN and whose last name 

KCSLER could hot recall. These four women bought the club from a Hungarian 
and his wife. The source of their funds was not known. After the war, 
HELEN BUTENKO was definitely a prostitute. Sh e lived wit h a widow vho. 
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in turn, lived with VICTCfHeORCBSKY, describedf 
Communist. ' 


as a bum and a 


BUTENKO applied if or a United States visa from the office of the 
CIC. Then she ca me in to file the application she was drunk and very 


slovenly dressed. 


threatened to have her deported unless she 


corroborated information concerning herself and her known contacts. 

BUTENKO, however, would not say where she had secured her money used 
in purchasing the Blue Elephant Night Club and she denied knowing either 

of the LAVA brothers or BOROBSKY, She admitted that she knew one j ISABC RE- 

t TEPLSTCUI. a Russian. Her visa ap plication was denied. She later'made a 
/ remarlj [ that she would like very much to slit 
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throat. 


! An individual whose name was either GNIRKA^ALSXANDER or ALEXANDER, 

- TUNIREA (who will hereinafter be referred to as ALEXANDER) was believed by’ 

'1[to have been sent to the Philippines by the Russians. ALEXANDER 
was said* to have joined an American Engineer Detachment in Germany as a 
stowaway, allegedly to escape the Russians. According to ALEXANDER'S story, 
he travelled to Marseilles and then to the Philippines aboard the SS Brazil. 
In the Philippines he lived with a Russian who was Comunistically inclined. 
He then secured a job at a signal depot. Later he worked at a hospital 
repairing radio equipment, etc., and became quite close to the Colonel 
in charge of the hospital. Shortly thereafter he became uninterested in 
his work and very slipshod in the performance of his duties and he was 
fired. He thereupon tool^p' residence with a girl who owned a bar and 
whose name was EMZABBT^t^^OiEAlwd^SEAY, known as . BETTY. She was a 
Russian gi rl witK'blond :hair"’and qiute short in staturel An informant 

^became acquainted with ALEXANDER and stated that to him ALEXANDER 
appeared wo be rabidly Communistic'. At one time when two known Russian 
couriers passed through the Philippine Islands, 1SAD0RE TEPLETCHI, who 1 
was mentioned above, contacted them and then got in touch with BETTY de 
LAY, ,the girl with whoa ALEXANDER lived. | | advised that CIC knew 


b7D 


Jf. 


- 2 - 





v YiFO 100- 


that money was gbing to the Communists in the Philippine Islands and that 
it was coning Iron the United States through Hong Kong, China. This in¬ 
formation was furnished by confidential informants. 


To check this information! Isend some coney 


put of the Philippines# 1 



Idid not know the outcome of this 


British Intelligence investigation.! 

' b' 

1_ 


said that he is unable to name some of his confidential informants in the 
Philippine Islands. However, he said that two Filipinos are very trust¬ 
worthy and valuable in a ssisting>in the investigation of Communist _ 

activities there : one isl 
and the other is! 

I I the Philippine Islands are ripe at the present time 

for Communist leadership, but to h is knowledge no one came there to take 
over this leadership unless it was! I 


The above i s being furni shed for the information of the Bureau. 
No further interviews I I are contemplated and no investigation 

will be conducted by the Washington Field Office. 
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Satei Ootob«r 31, 1947 

^ Tot Hr* Jack D, Neal 

Chief, Division of Foreign Activity Correlation 
State Department 

515 22nd Street, Northwest, Boom 301 
Washington, D. C* 

From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

i r 

Subject: C0M4UNICT ACTIVITIES .IN THE 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


CONMDENTIA^ 

BY SPECIALMESSENOBR 




A confidential source, the rellablility of which is unknown, recently 
furnished the Bureau with information concerning alleged Communist activities , 
in the Philippine Islands. Tor your information, a resume of this information 
is being set forth below. It should be noted that all Tacts contained therein 
are attributable to this source. 

Helen Butenko was a White Russian and her family was reported to be 
of the nobility of iitssia. Upon leaving Hus si a the family travelled to Shanghai 
and later took up residence in the Philippine Islands. Helen Butenko was be¬ 
lieved to have been a prostitute before the war. It is reported that when the 
Japanese captured the Philippine Islands they reduced her to poverty. Her war 
record, according to this source, was excellent and she risked her life in 
carrying food to American prisoners. After the war, however, she was not re¬ 
warded for her work and she seemed to drift gradually toward Communism. She 
was very friendly with many of the Americans in the Philippines. Following the 
war she became friendly with Yacinte Lava and his brother, Jesus Lava, who were 
two of the leading Communists in the Philippines. 

Quite suddenly, Helen Butenko came into the possession of quite a 
bit -of money. She opened a night club called "The Blue Elephant" with three <H/ ' 
other women, namely, Tanya Propocoff (phonetic), Vera Cohent, and one whose 
first name was Helen, but whose last name was unknown. These four women bought 
the club from a Hungarian and his wife. The source of tbeir funds fcis not known. 
After the war, Helen Butenko was very definitely a prostitute. She lived with 
a widow who in turn lived with Victor Borobsky, described as a Communist. 
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Butenko applied for a United, States visa, and at the time the 
^‘ S Sppl icatlcn she was questioned concerning her knbwn contacts and the'Eource 
..'.of., h er mon ey. She w ould not*state where she had secured the money used in 
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purchasing the Blue Elephant and denied knowing either of the Lava brothers 
or Borobsky. She did admit, however, that she knew one Isadora Tepletchi, a 
Russian. Her visa application was denied. 

The Informant advised further that an individual whose name was 
either Qiirea Alexander or Alexander Gnirea (who will hereafter be referred to 
as Alexander) was believed to have been sent to the Philippines by the Russians# 
Alexander was said to have joined an American Engineer Detachment in Germany as 
a stowaway, allegedly to escape the Russians. According to Alexander's story, 
he travelled to Marseilles and then to the Philippines aboard the SS Brazil. 

In the Philippines he lived with a Russian who was Communistically inclined. 

He secure^ a job at a signal depot and later worked at a hospital repairing 
radio equipm int, et cetera, and is reported to have become quite close to the 
Colonel In charge of the hospital. . 

According to the informant, shortly thereafter, Alexander became un¬ 
interested in his work and very slipshod in the performance of his duties and 
he was fired. Thereupon he took up residence with a girl who owned a bar and 
whose name was ?!i*abeth DeNicolean de Lay, known as Betty. She was described 
as a Russian girl with blond hair and quite short in stature. The informant 
was advised by another source that Alexander appeared to be rabidly Communistic. 
It was stated that at one time when two known Russian couriers passed through 
the Philippine Islands, Isadora Tepletchi, mentioned above, contacted them 
and then got in touch with Betty de Lay, the gir’ with whom Alexander lived. 

The informant further advised that an informant of his stated that 
CIC knew that money was going to the Communists in the Philippine Islands and 
that it was coming from the United states through Bong Kong, China. In an 
effort to check this money transaction it wa s stated that money was sent 
of the Philippines which was accomplished bv| 


the outcome o f the British Intelligence Investigation wa a not lmmm._Tt wan 

reported thati _ 


It was reported f I that the Philippine Islands are "ripe" 

at the present time for Communist leadership, but to his knowledge no one came 
there to take over this leadership unless it was Alexander. 
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United States 
of America 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 


80^« 


CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION 


The Philippines-Land of Opportunit 


D r. Jose P^aure l, of the Philippines 



EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

HON. HAROLD C. HAGEN 

OT MINNESOTA 

IN .TOE HOUSE OF. REPRESENTATIVES 

* Fridat/, June 27, 1947 

Mr* HAGEN, Mr, Speaker, I ^ have 
/received a letter IromF^W^eev^who 
'served as Director of RersomeiTEugineer 
Service, ot the War Department In the 
Philippines, during the year '1946, 

His letter so dramatically expresses his 
own observations and views and describes 
the conditions in the Philippines as he 
saw them that 1 feel it would be ot inter- * 
est to my colleagues and the readers ot 
the Con ghessional Recoup. 

His letter follows: 

Washington, D. C., June 2$, X947. 
Hon, HAJtoxn C, Hagen, 

Member of Congress, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Congressman: X have your request 
that X'lncorporate In a letter certain facts 
gathered by me, as well ’as observations. X 
made, during my stay, in the Philippines from 
April 1946 until March 1947, X am very glad 
to comply because X believe the information 
l obtained wm be ot Interest to you. 
J&&JBS&J&LS &being sowrraJCS 
over the world also are being sown in the 
, Philippines, The same subversive groups axe 
la Manila 'and the Philippines just as they 
are hr China, Greece.'Poland, Yugoslavia, 
Rumania, France, Germany. Italy, and some 
parts or South America, General MacArthur 
has been able to stop the advance or com¬ 
munism In Japan, but the followers of Marx 
and Stalin have a foothold In Korea. The 
Huks axe the greatest menace to the Philip¬ 
pines today I The Hubs are better known as 
Hukbalabaps, a militant rebel organization 
which was first organized In Central Luzon. 
Labor leaders came to Manila from China 
and organized the tenants (peasants) Into 
units/ These labor groups are being schooled 
In communistic theories, and they axe being 
‘ taught military discipline. They are taught 
to hate all forms of capitalism. These Huks 
are anti-American and at their meetings 
they denounce the United States and praise 
Russia. Xt Is an undisputed fact that the 
Huks In the Philippines are linked with the 
'Reds’ of China, The Huks are all supplied 
with arms and ammunition. Their objective 
Is the overthrow of the .Philippine Govern¬ 
ment. 
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y/HDuring the past few months the govern* 
r ment of the Philippines, with the aid - of 
Philippine Army intelligence ocaeers, con¬ 
ducted an Investigation of the Huks and their 
activities,* A connection between the Huks 
of the Philippines and Moscow was definitely 
established. The Philippine Army disclosed 
that documentary proof was found showing 
conclusively that the Huks of the Philippines 
have as their leaders well-known Com¬ 
munists, who receive their instructions from 
Moscow. 

At meeting ! places where the _Huks as¬ 
sembled, communistic literature, pamphlets, 
and so forth, were found In great quantities. 
Xn all of the meeting places of the Huks 
hammer and sickle flags .were found, cap¬ 
tured Huks and others who have surrendered 
admitted that the Huks 1 were taught the 
principles and teachings of Lenin, They 
were taught to organize and spread'their 
ideology. They were taught that the solu¬ 
tion. of their fils, poverty, and hardships Is 
the overthrow of the Philippine Government 
and the establishment of a Communist dic¬ 
tatorship. What X am "telling you can be* 
verified by reference to investigations made 
• and reports filed by the Philippine Govern¬ 
ment •' since President Roxas assumed the 
office of president. Congressman Villareal 
.headed the committee which conducted the 
investigation and made the report. The in¬ 
vestigation and filing Of the report consumed 
» almost one year, 'and the report was released 
Itf Manila the 24th of May 1947, 

Unlike the Co mmunists in America, the 
Huks in the Philippines do" not hesitate to 
resort to armed violence. Luis Taruc. the 
Huk leader, has publicly announced that he 
will very soon Issue order* from Malacanan 
palace In Manila. The Huks permit no oppo¬ 
sition, The Huks have a meeting and then 
make unreasonable demands upon the land- 
owners for money, rice, food, etc. Xf their 
demand Is denied they murder the land- 
owner and bum his home. Out In the 
provinces X saw many houses which had been 
burned or blown to bits by the Huks, .In 
Manila X read daily accounts of brutal mur¬ 
ders committed by Huks, Xn July X946, Rev. 
Father Itallngan addressed a group of Huks 
and urged them to cease their lawless activi¬ 
ties, The night‘following the afternoon on 
which this priest addressed the Huks, he 
was murdered. Yes: this priest was murdered 
In ruch a way that would cause the caveman 
to bow his head in shame. Four carabaos 
were tied to the priest—one carabao to each 
arm and one to each leg, and the carabaos 
were driven away in four directions, thus 


tearing the body of the priest Into four parts 
This happened 50 miles from Manila in Jul 
1945. 

The peasants (tenants) formerly recelv 
40 percent of all they produced. An increas 
to 50 percent was granted. President Rcxa 
granted another increase to 60 percent, an 
then another Increase .to 70 percent. Th 
Huks have demanded $0 percent of all the 
produce., Their objective Is to get 100 per 
cent of everything .they produce—leavtn ; 
nothing for the owners of the land (the tax 
payers). The uprisings in the prov 
have increased, and thus more followers Xo: 
the Huk army are made. The Huka start 
out with a small organization In Centra 
Luzon, Their followers are now scattered 
and rapidly increasing, in many of th 
provinces, X recently read a statement fro® 
Gov, Angeles X>aVld of the province o 
Pampanga. Governor David charged th 
Huks with spreading communistic doctrin 
in the Philippines and attempting to over 
throw the Philippine Government, X quot 
the following from Governor David’s state 
ment Issued a few weeks ago: *• * * Th 
Huk organization recognizes no law bu 
anarchy and lawlessness and has no love c 
country because It advocates communist!, 
principles, uses the red flag In all? of % 
demonstrations, and celebrates November 7 
(the birth of the Third Internationale) every 
year with a big parade.” , 

We talk about Pearl Harbor, where, la 
few minutes on December 7, X94X, the peopl 
of the United States were taught a ‘ 
lesson in blood. We are reminded that o 
brave men died at Guadalcanal, in Ne 
Guinea, at Tarawa, at Xwo Jima, at Bikin 
and elsewhere. We are told about the me: 
who died on the cruiser Houston in the Jav 
Sea, and about the death-dealing submarine 
off Midway and in the Aleutian Islands. V 
have heard speeches about the bombing 
Dutch Harbor and about the loss of lives I 
the fall of Singapore.. The death march 
Bataan was grimly brought to our attent 
-But we treat this onrushing tide of com 
munism with Indifference* The greatest' 
stronghold of the Communist Party (outside 
of .Russia) Is China. The Communists are 
growing stronger In Brazil, Chile, and Cuba, 
The Communists are in charge of the gov¬ 
ernment in Hungary. Although General 
MacArthur Is doing a great job In Japan, snq 
has to a certain degree checked the Increase 
of the communists in Japan, in s 19 46 .therd 
were 2,009,000 party members (Communisl 
t Party) In Japan, l 




‘ We *11 know the objectives or communism 
axe the creation of strikes, chaos, disorder, 
unemployment, poverty, misery. It is easy 
to understand how easy It was lor the Com¬ 
munists to launch their movement la Chin*. 

X saw Chinese. In Shanghai grabbing garbage 
from barrels with their hands—and I saw 
them devour what they found like a pack of 
tungry wolves. The Communists believe that 
he pbverty-stricken peoples of the world will 
urn to communism because of the glittering 
romises made by communistic leaders. From 
he time of Lenin every Communist has been 
cade to believe that mankind is divided into 
wo groups—Communists Sa one group and 
he rest of the world in the other g^oup. 

To every people who worship Cod, He Is 
he personification of their code of morals, 
Vhere there Is no belief in God there is no 
deal of virtue. The* most' remote savage 
frlcan tribes, the Taoists, the Buddhists, the 
ohammedans, also the worshippers of 
bo-Jumbo, ah have their Cod and pre- 
rve their deity. In America those of us 
o profess religion hold our deity inviolate, 
i God and the teachings of His Son are 
I everything that we hold precious and 
ecessaxy to a good life. Communism has 
eglslated God out of existence. • Communism 
trives by force, to drive" God out of the hearts 
f men, hot only our God but the gods of 
very other race and every other tribe. Creep- 
ng over the world is a way of thinking which 
enles both the existence and necessity of a 
d. This force is anti-God. The name' of 
his force is communism. If this letter could 
read by your colleagues in the House It 
ould cause them to think more about: this 
nace of communism, as X have seen it. 

It has occurred to me that'you might be 
nterested in the geography of the. Philip- 
lnes. and what'these little islands have to 
er pioneering souls In the way of oppor¬ 
tunity. 

The Philippines axe the largest Island group 
n the Malay Archipelago, They were dia- 
vered by Magellan In 1521. In 156$ they 
ere conquered by Spain. The Portuguese 
mtested Spain's right to the archipelago 
ntil Spain and Portugal finally united. In 
577 Sir Frauds Drake arrived. Thomas 
vendlsh’s expedition arrived In 1587. The 
tch came In 1595. These expeditions were 
eeking trade rather than colonies* In 1752 
anila was captured by a British expedition. 
n 1753, by the Treaty of Paris, Manila was 
estored to Spain, Not until 1814 were for¬ 
eigners permitted to, establish themselves in 
Manila. It was dimcult for foreigners to get* 
trade on account of the constantly changing 
Spanish policy of opening ports-to foreign 
trade and then suddenly closing the ports to 
foreign trade. Finally on December 10, 1898. 
by,the Treaty of Paris, the Phfilipine Islands 
were turned over to the United States on pay* 
J^entof $20,000,000. 

YfftSssince 1898 the Philippines have been 
Iosely tied to America. The islands have 
wonderful natural resources and afford un- 
imited opportunities. The mountains axe 
tch in minerals. Between the mountains 
nd the sea axe immense fertile plains, well 
watered. The average temperature is 78 de¬ 
crees in winter and 84 degrees In summer, 
here are 7,083 islands in the group known ** 
ae. Philippines,. Four hundred and sixty- 
vo of these islands have an area of X 
luare mile or more. Two thousand four. 
Lundred and forty-one of the islands are 

I med. Four thousand six hundred and 
ty-two of the islands are not named. The 
gest island Is Luzon, on which Manila Is 
uated, with 49,814 square miles. Mln- 
aao is the second largest island with 
905 square miles. Pansy Island has 4,44$ 
rare ^ miles. Palawan Island Is next with 
00 square miles. In 1939 the population 
the principal cities were: Manila, 653.009; 
bu, 145,000; Zamboanga, 132/700T* Davao, 
000: Iloilo, 88,000; Bacdod* 58,000; Baguio, 
120, The total population of the islands 
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In 1939 was estimated to he about 17,000,000. 
The. population today Is estimated to be be¬ 
tween eighteen and nineteen million. 

There are many large banks in Manila, two 
of which are American-owned. National City 
Bank and the Bank of America, Freedom of 
the press and religion and the right of as¬ 
sembly axe,guaranteed In the bill of rights. 
The chief agricultural products are unhusked 
rice, copra, hemp, sugarcane, corn, tobacco, 
and manguey. The principal fruit is. the 
banana. Other fruits are mangoes, papaya, 
Xanzones, mandarins, chico, and. oranges. 
Forests provide large, quantities of timber 
for cabinet and other household necessities. 
Rattan wood is made into many useful ar¬ 
ticles for’the heme. This* Is' a large and 
growing business, since the market for rat- 
* tan-made articles is rapidly expanding. The 
mining of s gold, silver, lead, zinc, copper, 
iron, coal, petroleum, chromite, asbestos, and * 
manganese- Is extensive throughout the 
Islands. Clay, marble, and salt can be found 
In abundance. It Is estimated there axe be¬ 
tween 80 and 100 square miles’of coal fields 
containing lignite and-bituminous. There 
are many American - businessmen In the 
Islands and there will be. many more' as soon 
as machinery and equipment'for contem¬ 
plated new business concerns can be sent'to 
5fanUa» 

Americans are not wanted in Indian Japan, 
or China, On account of poverty and dis¬ 
ease in India and because, of China's civil 
war, Americans are disinclined, to live in or 
Invest money in China and India. Certainly, 
Americans do not wish, to live In or Invest 
money In a destroyed and defeated nation 
like Japan.- There-is no hatred of Ameri¬ 
cans in the Philippines, and the Filipinos 
are eager for Americans to Join them in their 
efforts to industrialize and rebuild their 
country. In the Philippines the corporation 
tax is X2 percent as compared to 38 percent 
in the United States, income-tax in the 
Philippines ranges from 3 to 50 percent (in 
the large, brackets) as compared to from 20 to 
91 percent (in the large brackets! In the 
United States. In the Philippines, there Is 
no excess-profits tax. Filipinos like Ameri¬ 
can goods, American automobiles, American 
movies. 

On account of the vast amount of money 
which was spent in the Philippines In get¬ 
ting ready for the attack on Japan—about 
$ 7 C*) 4000 ,CU 0 ""-*nd .on account' of the. huge 
Army and Navy Installations maintained. In 
the islands since liberation, there/is more 
money in the Philippines today than at any 
time in the history of the Filipino people. 
The working class in the Philippines today 
has money to spend,'and they are spending 
It for anything and everything that Is for 
sale* 

Oft account of the bombardment' of 
Manila by the American troops in driving 
out the Japs, every Government building in 
the city of Manila was wholly or partly de¬ 
stroyed. The Manila Hotel is the only first- 
class hotel left.. About 40 percent of' the 
homes In ManUa were partly or‘entirely* re¬ 
duced to shambles. Practically all of the 
bridges and most of the roads were destroyed 
or badly impaired. If *U of the large con¬ 
struction companies in the United States 
were to go to Manila to rebuild the city they 
would have enough work to. keep them busy 
for the next 5 years. Before the Japs occu¬ 
pied the Philippines there were about 50 
sugar centrals operating. Today only 12 
sugar centrals are in operation. Until ma¬ 
chinery is sent to the Philippines to're* 
build and repair the sugar centrals the pre¬ 
war. production of sugar (more than a mil¬ 
lion tons per year) cannot be maintained. 
The sugar production In the Philippines at 
this., time Is estimated' to be less , than 100,- 
000 tons per year. 

The Filipino people have an almost 
fanatic love for the same' type of free¬ 
doms exemplified by America. They have 


great respect for the United States and 
Its democratic processes. Wherever I 
traveled X found Filipinos of all walks of t 
life discussing with considerable fervor and 
Intelligence the various issues of the day. 
One of the most discussed subjects were the 
charges hanging over, the head of former - 
President Laurel, who served his people *3 
president during the. Japanese occupation. 
Be Is being charged by his political enemies 
with collaboration with the Japs. Laurel 
has been trying unsuccessfully to bring his 
case to trial,- 

Wherever X! talked to a Filipino, the ques¬ 
tion always arose, “What about that man 
Laurel who served as President during Jap-' 
anese occupation?*' So many distorted 
statements and so much misinformation has 
been sent to America about Laurel, X have 
decided to give you some facts about Laurel 
and his Illustrious and unparalleled serv¬ 
ice to hi* people. The facts which X have 

■ gathered in the Philippines will be a revela¬ 
tion to you. 

While living m Manila during the major 
part of 1937 X heard Dr. Laurel speak at a 
public function and X was fascinated by his 
great learning. When X returned to ManUa 
in March 1945, to serve as Director of Per¬ 
sonnel. Engineer Service, United States.War 
Department, X sought T an. Introduction to 
Laurel. X left Manila February 28, 1947. 
During my stay in ManUa in X945 and 1947 
X discussed with many people the charges- 
against laurel. X talked with high Govern¬ 
ment officials, X talked with members of 
the. supreme court and former members of 
the supreme court. X. visited In. the homes 
members of the Roxas cabinet and others 
who are close to President Roxas. X' talked 
with the middle classes,- the working classes, 
and with men in the streets who did not 
have jobs. X made a thorough*Investiga¬ 
tion of the life of Laurel, particularly that 
part of his career when he served hi* peo¬ 
ple as President of the Republic during Jap¬ 
anese occupation. It was my pleasure to 
talk' with President Roxas on two occasions. 

* On<^.X-called oft him when he was taking 
his rest and he received me in his pajamas. 

X’ visited In the home of Elpldto Qufcrtfto 
many times during X937, Also after Qulrlno ■ 

* became Vice President of the Republic X 
talked with him in his home oft four oc¬ 
casions during 1945 and 1947, When X left 
Manila In February 1947, Mr. Qulrlno gave 
me his picture autographed “To my dear 
friend," 

Xn the Philippines there are minions who 
believe that, intellectually. Dr, Laurel has 
no peer among the living or dead. Laurel’s 
enemies wUI not challenge this statement*- 
Laurel has more earned degrees (not .hon¬ 
orary) than any other Filipino has ever re¬ 
ceived. A few of. the certificates, diplomas, 
degrees, et cetera*which X'noted on the walls 
Of the study in Dr. Laurel's modest home 
•*re.\ A, LL> B.. LL. M„ M, A* D, L» 
LL. D-, and Ph. D. He has attended and 
received degrees at the following ; places of 
learning: University of Philippines in Ma¬ 
nila. University of Santo Tomas 1ft Manila* 
Tokyo Imperial University in Tokyo, Univer¬ 
sity of Paris In Paris, Yale University In New 
Haven, and Oxford University- in ■ England. 
Space will hot permit my listing the hon¬ 
orary degrees which have been presented to 
him. He speaks and writes five different lan¬ 
guages fluently. 

My Investigation causes me to express the 
opinion that no man has served his country 
• more conspicuously and faithfully than Lau¬ 
rel. From 1909 until 1923 when he was quite 
young he served his government" as-clerk; 
chief clerk, law clerk, under secretary, secre¬ 
tary; etc.»Gov. Gen. Leonard Wood appoint¬ 
ed Dr. Laurel as head of the Interior De- ' 
partment' in $he famous “Wood Cabinet* 
From 1925 to 1931 he served as a senator In the 
Philippine Senate. Xn 1935 he was a delegate 


to the Constitutional Convention and he was 
one of those selected by the convention to 
write the Constitution for the Common¬ 
wealth of the Philippines, which constitution 
was adopted when the Philippine Republic 
came into being, in 19C$ he was appointed 
by President Quezon to' be Associate Justice 
Of the Supreme Court, On December 24, 

1941, after war was declared on Japan, Pres* 
ident Quezon again appointed X>aurel—this 
time to one of the most important positions 
in Philippines-—the post of secretary of jus* 
tice, 'When President Quezon was prepar¬ 
ing to go to Corregidor because of the immi¬ 
nence of the fall of Manila he (Quezon) 
named Jorge Vargas, Quezon’s most trusted 
and loyal friend, to be ranking member of 
the Quezon cabinet. Quezon also made Var¬ 
gas, mayor of the city of Creater Manila. 
Quezon sept for Dr, Laurel and told him he 
wanted him to accompany him ha an advi¬ 
sory capacity. Laurel hurriedly packed a bag 
and was ready to go with Quezon. He wanted 
to remain with his people but he had never 
failed to answer the call of his country in 
time of need, and he was ready to go with 
Quezon on the flight to Australia. However, 
at the . last hour Quezon decided, on account 
of Laurel’s popularity With the Filipinos, 
that Laurel should stay in Manila, and he, 
therefore, instructed him to remain and help 
protect the people, Quezon took Justice 
Santos with him. Quezon told Laurel to do 
whatever was necessary to protect the people 
short of “taking the oath of alleglence to 
Japan, Upon invitation from President Que¬ 
zon, Dr. Laurel accompanied President and 
Mrs, Quezon to the boat that was to take 
them to Corregidor. Quezon's instructions 
to Laurel were given with the knowledge and 
approval of General Mac Arthur. MacAthur's 
instructions were that the Filipino officials 
could serve in the Japanese-sponsored organ¬ 
ization 'in order to better protect the people, 
but he admonished them that they must not 
take the oath of allegiance to Japan, other¬ 
wise they would be shot by his order upon 
his return to the Philippines. 

-From the fall of Corregidor on May .12, 

1942, until October 1943, Jorge Vargas was 
head of the Philippine Executive Commis¬ 
sion. During this same period, .Dr, Laurel 
served as Commissioner <or head) of Justice* 
This was the same post which Laurel held 
under Quezon by appointment in December 
1941,' in October 1943 Laurel was made 
President of the Republic of the Philippines 
by order of the Japanese who were occupying 
Manila, Laurel was carrying out Quezon’s 
instructions to remain and cooperate with 
the Japanese in order to better protect the 
people. Laurel served .as President from, 
October .1943 until February 194$. When, over 
his protest, he was taken , by the Japanese to 
Tokyo. 

The late President Quezon was a patriot 
of the highest order. No man ever accused 
Quezon of being a traitor. When the Japs 
were approaching ManUa, thousands of .Fili¬ 
pinos fled to Baguio and to the mountains. 
•It 1* a matter of record that Quezon, in the 
presence of several prominent Filipinos, re¬ 
quested Laurel to remain in Manila'and help 
the people. This was £ signal honor paid 
Laurel : by the famous Filipino President, 
Here Is further proof as to the high regard 
which Quezon entertained for Laurel, Mr. 
Sotero Laurel, a law graduate of Harvard 
University, and who Is now taking a post¬ 
graduate course at Harvard, Is the son of 
Dr, Jose P. Laurel, At the time announce¬ 
ment was made in the press that Dr, Jose 
P. Laurel had been selected as President of 
the Philippine Republic by the Japanese, 
Mr, Sotero Laurel was serving in an official 
capacity-with the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment of Philippines in Washington, D, C, 
At this same time President Manuel Quezon 
was residing at the Hotel Shoreham in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. Under date of September 27, 
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1943, Sotero Laurel sent a letter to President 
Quezon, from which *X .quote the following 
paragraph: 

"X am sure that .Your Excellency will un¬ 
derstand my feelings. Despite my firm belief 
in the honesty, courage, and patriotism of 
my father,T feel that X have no right, as his 
son, to stay within the commonwealth Gov¬ 
ernment because of reasons of delicacy and 
because it might be embarrassing to you and 
the commonwealth Government, Xn this 
situation, X feel that;X should resign, but X 
have thought it best to first submit the mat¬ 
ter for your personal consideration. Any¬ 
thing you might decide, X am sure, will be 
for the best," 

Under date of September 30, 194$, Presi¬ 
dent Quezon sent a reply to Sotero Laurel, 
from’which X quote the following: 

•'Your letter of September 27 .touched my 
very soul, X am not convinced that your 
father is a traitor either to the United States 
or to the Philippines. X know him person¬ 
ally and have been closely connected with/ 
him officially for many years, X believe he is 
doing what he honestly believes is in the best 
interest of the Filipino people for the time 
being. After saying what X have said, it is 
a “matter for you to decide what you should 
do. Xf you are loyal to America and to my 
Government, stay on the Job, Xf you are not, 
resign and X will accept your resignation 
forthwith,” 

Further proof that President Quezon .did 
not question Laurel’s integrity or patriotism, 
and that he appreciated the service Laurel 
was rendering the Filipino people during Jsp- 
anese occupation, can be found in the book 
The Good Fight which was .personally writ¬ 
ten by the late. President Quezon Just before 
his death, 

Xn February 1947, x dined in the home of 
one of'the most .outstanding „ Filipinos in 
Manila, This man held a high post Under 
President Quezon and President Osmena. Xn 
1945 he was appointed to a high post by 
President Roxas. When:X asked this,man 
what he thought of Laurel, he replied; 
"Laurel is one of our greatest patriots. He 
has devoted his life and has given the best 
there is in him for the betterment of his 
people ” 

X sailed from Manila February 2$, 1947, 
Just 10 days before X left, X called at the home 
Of Hon, Elpidio Quirino. Vice President, 1 
Philippine Republic, r X was accompanied by 
Justice Sabino Padilla, a member of the Su¬ 
preme Court of the Philippines, Xhiring cur 
talk X showed Mr. Quirino a photograph 
which had been given to me by Justice, 
Padilla. Xt was a photograph of three young 
Filipinos who were 1 classmates and bosom 
friends at college. The three'-young men 
were devoted friends in youth before enter¬ 
ing college, and their friendship and admi¬ 
ration for each other has remained steadfast 
down-through the years up to the present 
time. These three men have been honored 
with high offices many times by the Filipino 
people. Justlc Padilla served X0 years as 
assistant attorney general. He served 17 
years as a Judge of the court of appeals. He 
Is now serving as Justice of supreme court, 
Philippine Republic, * by appointment ox 
President Roxas, Thus Padilla served under 
President Quezon, President Osmena, and 
President Roxas, Hon, Eip’dio Quirino was 
a member of President Quezon's Cabinet, 
and ha is now Vice President of the Philip¬ 
pine Republic, having been elected on the 
same ticket at the last election with Presi¬ 
dent Roxas, .Dr, Jose Laurel, the third man 
in the photograph/ was a state senator for A 
years. He was .selected by the constitutional 
convention to help write the constitution 
when the Commonwealth of the Philippines 
was formed, ? la X936 he was appointed by 
President Quezon as associate justice of the 
supreme court. On December 24. 1941, after 
war Was declared on Japan, Quezon ap¬ 


3 

pointed .Laurel to his Cabinet as Secretary 
of Justice, a very important post In the 
Quezon Cabinet. As has been stated. Just 
before leaving Manila, President Quezon’s 
last act was to designate Laurel to remain' 
and help protect the people. The Japanese, 
upon entering ManUa, soon learned that 
Laurel was the idol of his people. The Japa¬ 
nese wanted to win over the Filipino people 
to their cause, and they thought the appoint¬ 
ment of Laurel as President would help thenT 
in this objective. The Japs made Laurel 
President of the Philippine Republic, A? 
Vice President Quirino held the photograph 
in his hand on Sunday, February 16,* X947, he 
said? "Yes; we have worked bard and have 
gone quite far, but, my dear friend Reeves, of 
the three of us who started out together. 
Laurel has outshone Us, has rendered greater 
Service, and has gained more ‘glory.” It 
should be borne in mind that the foregoing 
statement was made by the Ho. 2 man in the 
Philippines,, the Vice President of the Philip¬ 
pine Republic, and the statement was made 
on February 16. 1947, after the evidence, 
against Laurel was widely known and dis¬ 
cussed by all. 

The people of Manila had. their places of 
business destroyed, their homes blasted .to 
shambles,. Fathers, mothers, husbands, 
wives, brothers, sisters, and loved ones were 
killed. And yet when Laurel was brought 
back to Manila in July 1.94$, the streets of 
Manila were lined with countless thousands 
screaming words'of praise 'for Laurel. Ban¬ 
ners were carried by many thousands an¬ 
nouncing "Laurel is back.” circulars were 
scattered throughout the entire city of Ma¬ 
nUa, Here 5s 'one of the circulars which X 
picked Up on the streets: 

; 'Xaurel has returned to his beloved coun¬ 
try, Xn times of stress he stood for us and 
with us, -He fought for us in every step 
when the Japs would have totally destroyed 
us. When all seemed to be lost he still tried 
to defend us against great odds. He did ail 
within his power to prevent a greater evil 
upon his beloved country and his beloved" 
people. Most of us are alive today because 
Laurel was the wall that delayed our whole¬ 
sale martyrdom. He Is back. The least we 
can do is show our appreciation for him.” 

On > August .1$, X946. the people of Laurel’s 
heme province of Batangas paid Laurel the 
highest honor he had received throughout 
his eventful career, A mass demonstration- 
and parade In honor of Laurel took place in 
Manila. .AH Manila streets were Ailed to 
overflowing. What pleased Dr. Laurel most 
was the fact that many thousands of rest- i 
dents of Batangas came to Manila to partici¬ 
pate in the parade. Additional thousands 
1 from farflung provinces of UoCos, Cagayan 
Valley, Bicol Peninsula, and ,' Pangasinan 
poured into Manila, For 2 days before the ’ 
Laurel parade in Manila there was a 
tinuous stream of cars and Various forms'of 
vehicles on all roads leading from Batangas 
< to ManUa. -And with tears rolling down his 
cheeks, X>r. Laurel said to me: "Mr. Reeves, 
that was and that is my answer to the 
charges which some hate brought ^against 

An unusual story appeared in a ManUa 
newspaper. Xt described an imaginary con¬ 
versation which could have taken place In 
Manna in July 1946 if President Roxas-had 
met Dr, Laurel when he returned to Manila. 
Actually president Roxas did not go to the 
airport .to meet Dr. Laurel. Here is the story 
which ! copied from the newspaper; 

“Roxas, Welcome heme, Joe. Xt is good 
to *see you again. We are free, Joel The 
Philippine flag flies all aldne I 

“Laumx. Hello, Manolingl X>uring my time 
the Philippine flag also flew alone, except in 
Japanese military installations. ; 

“Roxas. X have a Council of State. 

*%Au*m, So did X, 
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1 “Roxas. I have called Into service Qufcino, 
Rodriguez. Tlrona, Yule, zuluela Abeilo, 

- “Iauxis* So did X* end remember. Manoling* 
you also served in ray cabinet.” 

Xn January 1947 a leading physician of 
Manila told me: 

“During our period of, reconstruction and 
rehabilitation* we need Laurel -to guide us 
now as never before. President Quezon was 
pro-Spanish and a large number of bis ap¬ 
pointments to high places were given' to 
Spaniards who changed their citizenship and 
became citizens of the Commonwealth. 
President Osmena was pro-Chinese because 
he Is part Chinese. He favored the Chinese 
at every opportunity, and, as a result, the 
Chinese- have a strong foothold In Manila’s 
business world today. President Roxas Is 
pro-American and seems more anxious to 
please Americans than FUiplnos, The people 
know Laurel Is a statesman, an Intellectual 
giant; a fighter^ His aims are to serve his 
country and his people, Filipinos worship 
Laurel because he Is pro-Filipino,” 

One of the most badly damaged districts 
In the Philippines was, represented In Con¬ 
gress by Hon. dose B, Laurel* son of X?r. dose 
P, Laurel. The people In this district were 
embittered because, of the damage done to 
their people and. their property by the Japa¬ 
nese, Because of the fact that his father 
was in Svgamo Prison In Japan. Congressman 
Laurel was undecided about making the cam¬ 
paign for redaction to Congress, Those who 
were, trying to crucify Dr; dose P. Laurel 
(father of Congressman Laurel) were bitterly 
opposing .the congressman. Just X month 
before the election (the same election which 
elected Roxas as President), Congressman 
Laurel launched his campaign for reelection. 
The charges against his father were Issues 
in that campaign. When Congressman Lau¬ 
rel was overwhelmingly reelected /to»Con¬ 
gress, he stated t “My great triumph was 
achieved because of the great admiration 
which our people still have for my father.* 

Friends of mine In Manila told me about 
$his campaign of Congressman Laurel, When 
X mentioned the subject to Dx. Laurel, he 
said to me: “Mr. Reeves, if you had been in 
that congressional district, and heard the 
■ charges made against - me, you would have 
thought X was running for Congress instead 
of my son. That great victory won by my 
son made my heart fed good.” 

In the campaign of Dr. Laurel’s son for re- 
election to Congress* the issues, against' the 
father were presented to the people by the 
opponent of Dr, Laurel’s son. The verdict 
of the voters speaks for itself* 

- When Rafael Alunan, a member of Presir 
dent Laurel’s Cabinet, was tried-; in Manila 
in 1947, the trial was In reality a trial of 
Dr. Jose P, Laurel rather than the trial of 
Alunan. Mr, Alunan was acquitted on all 
charges^ 

-v-vA^. Interesting report on Laurel was made 
by Capt. R, Esplritu a guerrilla leader who 
was an operative of the Allied Intelligence 
Bureau. This report is on file in the prose¬ 
cutor’s Office In Manila today. La 1944 Presi¬ 
dent Laurel offered to Col, Alejandro D, 
Garcia the position of Governor of Nueva 
Rcija, colonel Garcia was undecided about 
accepting the post. He told President 
Laurel he would like to take up the matter 
with General MacAxthur. However, his 
doubts about accepting the post were dis¬ 
pelled when President Laurel handed him 
a piece of ptfper on which were written the 
following words: “My loyalty to America can 
only be removed by cutting off my head, 
(Signed) 4 Laurel," colonel Garcia was later 
taken prisoner by the Japs, The note above 
quoted was found %y Captain Esplritu when 
he discovered some private papers and effects 
which Colonel Garda had left behind* 
Colonel Garda_ was working under cover, 
receiving instructions from President Laurel, 
when he was taken prisoner and shot. Sup- 
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posing Colonel Garda had lived. No* doubt, 
some would charge him with collaboration 
just as some have charged Laurel. Suppose 
Laurel had been killed while carrying cut 
instructions given to him by Quezon to co¬ 
operate as best he could and help protect 
the people. X hardly think anyone would 
have charged Quezon with being a collabor¬ 
ationist. To say that Laurel collaborated 
with the Japs is to impugn the motives and 
challenge the patriotism of Quezon. 

Rafael Alunan was appointed by Laurel as 
a member of the Laurel Cabinet during Jap 
occupation. After liberation by the Ameri¬ 
can troops Alunan was charged With collab¬ 
oration and treason. Alunan insisted on a 
trial. The same facts, the same evidence 
brought out against Laurel were used in the 
trial against Alunan. On February 26, 1947, 
Alunan was acquitted and completely ex¬ 
onerated. Alunan did not have the follow¬ 
ing which Laurel has* Laurel has Insisted 
on a trial. The political enemies of Laurel 
are holding off the trial because they know 
Laurel will be acquitted and vindicated. The 
Intelligence of the Army and the Navy and 
the Bnited States Office of Strategic Service 
have Investigated and have tried unsuccess¬ 
fully to pin something on Laurel. The ene¬ 
mies of Laurel In Manila—the political 
enemies who fear his Increasing power and 
popularity—have turned heaven and earth to 
blacken the name of Laurel, They have all 
reached the same dead end of the street. The 
facts dug up have conclusively proven that 
Laurel Is a true patriot and not a traitor., 
From October 1943, until February 1946* dur¬ 
ing the period of Jap occupation when Laurel * 
was President, the searchlight has been 
turned on every move, every act of Laurel, 
Every document he signed and every order he 
issued as President has been carefully scruti¬ 
nized by those who have undertaken to stop 
Laurel. They have given up all hope of con¬ 
victing Laurel., The handful! of men still 
fighting Laurel have concentrated their ef¬ 
forts on preventing the trial taking place. 

It is a matter of record that while Laurel 
was President the Japs were insistent that 
Laurel arrest and punish members of the 
Philippine constabulary who, were connected 
with the guerrillas. President Laurel prom¬ 
ised the Japs that an investigation would be 
made, but the record discloses that no ar¬ 
rests were ever made. It is common knowl¬ 
edge In Manila‘that Laurel was aware that 
many officers in Laurel’s presidential guard 
were active in the guerrilla movement, 'On 
one occasion the Japs insisted on arresting 
Major Vargas, who was One of Laurel’s guards 
lr Malacanan Palace,. Laurel declined to sur¬ 
render Major Vargas to, the Japs, When the 
Japs came to Malacanan Palace to take Ma¬ 
jor Vargas, Laurel gave instructions to the 
head of the presidential guard. Colonel Sal- 
gado, to line up his men and resist the Japs* 
The Japs demanded that President Laurel 
declare war on the United States. The Japs 
also wanted conscription in the Philippines, 
In October 1943, Premier To Jo called Presi¬ 
dent Laurel to Tokyo and reiterated his de¬ 
mands about war and conscription, Tojo 
wanted the Philippines to follow the steps of 
Burma. Laurel used all of his resourceful¬ 
ness to thwart the will of the Japs. Laurel 
explained to Tojo that the Filipinos could not 
be made to fight the American*. He pointed 
out that Japan would lose much and would 
destroy in the minds of the Filipinos the es¬ 
timation of the “independence” which Japan 
had so graciously granted to the Philippines, 
With great courage. Laurel stood before Tojo 
and unhesitatingly and unflinchingly'pre¬ 
sented his reasons for failure to comply with * 
Tojo’s orders. According to Filipinos who 
were present at the conference between Tojo 
and Laurel, Laurel displayed iron strength 
and courage in his argument to Tojo, and he 
finally convinced Tojo that he. Laurel* was 


right. After Davao and Legapi were bombed 
by the Americans, the Japs again demanded 
that Laurel declare war against the United 
■ States. Laurel called his cabinet together 
and advised there were three courses open. 
One course would be to refuse and fiee to the 
mountains. The second course was to make 
a stand at Malacanan Palace with the presi-- 
deatial guard* The first course was ruled 
out, because the Japs had placed guards 
around the President and all members of his 
cabinet. Flight to the mountains was im¬ 
possible. The second course would mean 
sure death to Laurel and every member of his 
cabinet; Dr. Laurel told me that death was > 
not the determining factor that caused aban¬ 
donment of the first two courses. Laurel 
knew that the Filipinos would suffer by his 
death. Laurel knew that when he and his 
cabinet were wiped out, the Japs would take 
over and govern directly* or would name some 
rabid, pro-Japanese to succeed him as Presi¬ 
dent of the - Philippine Government. The 
third and only course left open was to “play > 
ball” and declare a state of war by Presi¬ 
dential proclamation. Laurel’s clever mind 
was too much for the cunning Japs to cope 
With. Laurel Issued the proclamation, but 
added there would be no conscription of man¬ 
power. Laurel knew that a presidential proc¬ 
lamation recognizing that a state of war ex¬ 
isted* without conscription of man-power, 
would be a mere Joke, The, Japs were thus 
satisfied but thoroughly outgeneraled by 
Laurel. Laurel points with pride to his next 
act* which was the cleverest act performed by 
him during his rule as President. He went 
on the ah and by radio told the Filipino peo¬ 
ple there would be no conscription. Laurel’s 
purpose, as his friends fully understood and 
as he explained to me recently, was to tie bis 
own hands so he could not later disavow the 
promise he had made to his people that there 
would be no conscription, in all his life 
Laurel had never failed to keep a promise 
made to his people. He had an ace in the 
hole in case the Japs Insisted on conscrip¬ 
tion. Laurel wanted to. be in a position to 
tell the Japs that if he went back on his 
word to his people his usefulness as President 
and leader would be at an end. The Japs were 
again fooled by Laurel’s cleverness. By Lau¬ 
rel’s act in refusing to order conscription, the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of Filipinos 
were saved. When the Americans landed in 
Manila* from all directions they were met by 
hundreds and hundreds of thousands of Fili¬ 
pinos, all waving American nags and scream- 
ingwithjoy. One Army officer in Manna told 
me that if the Filipinos had had guns in their 
hands instead of American, nags when the 
Americans arrived, at least 200,000 Filipinos 
would have been slaughtered. Another Army 
officer told me that Laurel’s wonderful lead¬ 
ership saved the lives of possibly 300,000 
Filipinos, Yes, Laurel fed. protected, and 
saved the lives of his people * While he was 
President during Jap occupation. 

Another incident during the, reign of 
Laurel which showed the side he was on 
was related to me by. a prominent man In 
Manila who is a member of Roxas’ official 
family. Certain accused persons were 
brought before the ’bar of Justice for trial. 
They were Japanese sympathizers,: The 
Japanese would endeavor to have the accused 
acquitted ox have the indictments thrown 
out of court. Also In some cases the Japan¬ 
ese were anxious that' certain persons be 
convicted .and the higher Jap officials would 
talk to the Judges and, prosecutor*. The 
judges and prosecutors resented this inter¬ 
ference. Also President Laurel did not like 
It* President Laurel issued a circular and 
placed it in the hands of au Jap officials to 
the effect that there would* be no more 
meddling In court affairs* When the circular 
was issued* Laurel was taken to Fort Santiago 
for questioning by the Jap military police. 



Fort Santiago wm inown as the "butcher 
shop" and 23 percent of Filipinos who were 
called to Fort Santiago never returned. 
Laurel's friends thought fee would not return. 
At Fort Santiago Laurel was told to with¬ 
draw the circular. Laurel refused to with¬ 
draw the circular and he was able to con¬ 
vince the Japs that the circular was neces¬ 
sary. 

During Japanese occupation a maddened 
guerrilla went .out of his mind and tried to 
murder Laurel. Three shots were fixed into 
Laurel’s body and all hope of saving his life 
was given up. There are millions of Filipinos 
who believe that Laurel lived so that he 
might save his country. The guerrilla who 
tried to assassinate Laurel stated he thought 
. Laurel was trying to favor the Japanese. The 
only, purpose in relating this sto rf of the 
attempted assassination is to bring out the 
fact that the chief defender of Laurel was 
Manuel Roxas, now President of the Philip¬ 
pines. General Roxas told the guerrilla that 
Laurel was not 1 'a traitor but a true patriot. 

The Japanese offered Manuel Roxas many 
posts, Roxas refused to accept all offers on 
the grounds that he was a very sic* man. 
The Japs went to Laurel and told him they 
had made up their minds to liquidate Roxas, 
Laurel was Roxas* friend. Laurel was 
alarmed over the fear that his friend Roxas 
would be Jellied. So Laurel persuaded Roxas 
to accept the position as chairman 'of the 
Economic Planning Board. As such he was 
an ex-officio member of - Laurel's cabinet. 
The Japs were not satisfied. They had com¬ 
menced to be suspicious of Laurel. Again 
the Japs went to~ Laurel and demanded the 
head of Roxas. The chief of the Japanese 
military police told Laurel that Roxas must 
die. It was then that Laurel showed more of 
the steel of which he Is made. His Ulti¬ 
matum to the Japs was that before he would 
surrender Roxas. they would first have to 
shoot him-—Laurel, 

The food shortage In the islands was a 
difficult problem for Laurel ’to ^handle. In 
the provinces the production of rice had fall¬ 
en down terribly. Another problem was the 
lack of transportation. Again Laurel called 
on Roxas for assistance. Laurel end-Roxas 
worked out a plan that materially helped 
the 'shortage of food. They saw to It that 
the needy i received rice rations. The rec¬ 
ords which X have seen and the facts which 
X developed while in Manila are convincing 
proof that Laurel was not a puppet or a 
quisling or a collaborationist or a traitor. 
He was. Indeed* a great patriot. You cannot 
say Laurel Is a coUaboratlonist without In¬ 
cluding Roxas, You cannot say Laurel col¬ 
laborated without maxing the same charge 
against Quezon, the man who asked Laurel 
to cooperate as best he could and help pro¬ 
tect the people. Laurel and Roxas collab¬ 
orated to,help the Filipino people. During 
Jap occupation Laurel and Roxas worked to¬ 
gether in many ways—and that is why. up 
to this good hour* President Roxas has ut¬ 
tered not one word of criticism or condemna¬ 
tion of his'friend Laurel, 

Finally the Japs commenced to learn the 
truth. They went to Laurel and told him 
of their discontent, dissatisfaction, an* dis¬ 
appointment over the way he was handling 
affairs. They demanded that Laurel give 
.key positions in the Laurel government to 
Japanese sympathizers. Laurel refused to 
favor pro-Japanese with appointments. He 
did'make one or two minor appointments, 
but this was not satisfactory to the Japs, 
The Japs finally decided to take drastic ac¬ 
tion. They organized the “Makapili" which 
was supposed to be a military organization 
only. Soon the Makapili seized all civil 
power in a great many of the municipalities. 
By force the Japs took President Laurel, also 
his cabinet, also General Roxas, together with 
other ranking officials, to Baguio. At Baguio 
they were held as prisoners. Thereafter, 
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with the exception of Manila, It was the 
Makapili which ran the government of the 
Philippines. At i Baguio It was - understood 
that the Laurel government would be dis¬ 
solved and the government 'of Makapili 
would be created. The timely return of the 
American forces prevented either plan being 
earned out. 

Laurel stood foursquare to every wind 
that blew. He * faced one crisis after an¬ 
other. He never faltered. He .never com¬ 
promised with the truth. He never sur¬ 
rendered his convictions. He never failed 
to show the true steel In his make-up. He 
ranks by the side of RIzal, * Laurel has just 
reason to feel proud of the faithful service 
1 he has rendered to his people—all throughout 
his wonderful life. 

.Many outstanding members of the legal 
profession in Manila have volunteered to de¬ 
fend Laurel—If and when he Is brought to 
trial, Pedro C. Mendiola, * prominent law¬ 
yer of Manila, was one of the. first to offer 
his services In the defense of Laurel. Sen¬ 
ate Floor Leader ’Vicente J. Francisco Is 
another who has offered his services to aid 
the defense. The Lawyer’s League of Ma¬ 
nila has announced it wiu aid in the defense 
Of Laurel. Congressman Timoteo Ricoher- 
moso of Maxlnduque held the rank of Major 
In the Philippine Army. He saw active ser¬ 
vice In Tayabas, MarlnduqUe and In Manila. 
He was awarded the bronze medal for gallan¬ 
try 4n action. He Issued a statement about 
Laurel which T read In a Manila newspaper, 
from*which X quote the following: 

"Dr. Laurel Is not a traitor to his country. 
Wisdom dictated his course of action to *play 
ban* with the vicious and cunning Japs. No 
one else coul4 have done differently under 
the same circumstances. At heart. Dr, 
Laurel U a true .Filipino Imbued with deep- 
rooted patriotism and sincere love and devo¬ 
tion for his country. Dr. Laurel in his acts 
and’ pronouncement* clearly revealed his 
courage, bravery and patriotism." 

Laurel Is not afraid to face trial. For 
months he has pleaded for an early trial. 
The. politicians know that the people are 
solidly behind Laurel. The charges of col¬ 
laboration have come from people who fied 
to the hills when the Japs poured Into 
Manila, An overwhelming majority of the 
people who'did not See to the hills but who 
• remained in Manila to face the Japs know 
that Laurel is not guilty of any charge which 
has been brought against him. This Is not 
a trial of one man—Laurel. The trial con¬ 
cerns from IS to 20 millions of Filipinos who 
benefited from the patriotic service which 
this patriot of patriots rendered. 

An elder statesman of ManUa, a man who 
Is respected by everybody, told me that in 
order to appreciate the high regard in which 
this former Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court Is held, one has but to remind himself 
of the references made to Laurel in the classes 
In the universities and law colleges. In the 
courts of Justice, and ,in other branches of 
the government, He mentioned the follow¬ 
ing references which are often quoted: "Ac¬ 
cording .to Laurel’s Administrative Law and 
Practice, etc.": "Reference Is made to Laurel’s 
Cases on Political Law, etc.”; ‘.The Supreme 
Court, speaking through Laurel, holds, etc"; 
"Laurel’s Procedural Reforms In Philippines," 
etc."; "Laurel, speaking for the Supreme 
Court, says." 

Ariston de Xos Trinos, an attorney of 
Manila, seat a letter to a Manila newspaper. 
X wish to quote the letter: 

"Laurel’s name Is linked with the progres¬ 
sive administration of justice in the Philip¬ 
pines and strengthens the faith of the peo¬ 
ple la the courts as dispenser .of that Justice. 
His pen Is the mightiest and most powerful 
In the Philippines. His term as a member 
of the supreme court enhanced the prestige 
and honor of our courts and gave lustre 
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and dignity to Philippine Jurisprudence such 
as n never before enjoyed." 

Law professors In the colleges and uni¬ 
versities In the Philippines have ’a prepared 
textbook of Laurel decisions and these de¬ 
cisions are used In teaching law students. 
Some of .the more celebrated decisions of 
Laurel are In the cases; Pianos v, Gil; An* 
$ara V. Electoral Commission! Cristobal y. 
Labrador; 'Calaeng v. William S. Many other 
noted Laurel decisions-could be mentioned 
but space will not permit. 

After the war ended Laurel was selected 
as chanceior*of the National Teachers Col¬ 
lege of Manila, a leading educational insti¬ 
tution of Manila. It Is hardly probable that 
he would have been thus honored by an edu¬ 
cational institution If taint surrounded his 
name. 

From the Manila Bulletin OX February IT, 
1547, X read that Dr, Laurel was Invited by 
the Mapa High School of ManUa to make the 
principal address. Dr. Laurel made the ad¬ 
dress, which closed with these lines: "X plead 
with all students to be true to God, to 
country, to themselves and to their fellow- 
men and the consequences win take care of 
themselves," Many other invitations have 
been extended to Laurel since liberation, 

Xn the ManUa Bulletin of February !$, 1247, 
reference was made that Dr, Laurel was 
elected Honorary President of the Yeung 
Democrats League as a result of his speech 
before the student body of Mapa High School 
on February 17, 1347. X read In the Manila 
Times of February 16, I $47, that Dr. Laurel 
had accepted an Invitation to speak at Bohol 
Junior College in ManUa and would be the 
guest of honor on February 22, X94?< .Xn the 
Manila .Bulletin of February 24, 1247, men¬ 
tion was made that the University of Philip¬ 
pines Lawyers’ Circle would hold Its round 
table forum at the Manila Hotel on March 
X, 1247, and that XXr. Laurel would be the 
guest speaker, X could cite many instances 
during 1346 and -1247 when Dr. Laurel was 
the guest speaker or the guest of honor*at 
various functions In Manila. These Invita¬ 
tions. these honors, put at rest the charges 
that Laurel was a collaborator. 

My talks with Filipinos In all walks erf 
life convinced me that Laurel Is the most 
loved man In the Philippines. X feel that 
X have shown by the facts X have produced 
that Laurel was not a collaborator, a quis¬ 
ling, a puppet, or a traitor. He was selected 
by the Japanese to head up the Philippine 
Government because the Japs knew they had 
to select a man who would be able to guide 
the Filipinos, The Filipinos trusted laurel 
before .the Japs arrived In Manila, They 
trusted him during Japanese occupation. 
They trust and love him today. The Fili¬ 
pinos are better able to pass judgment on 
Laurel and Laurel’s acts than a small group 
of power-seeking politicians who challenged' 
Laurel’s patriotism. My study of Laurel and 
my Investigation of his record prompts my 
prediction that 7 out of every .10 Filipino 
voters will vote for Laurel for any office 
within the gift of his people, X talked with 
many Americans in Manila and other parts 
of the Islands, They all readily admit that 
Laurel ruled Justly, fairly, honestly, and 
with the welfare of the Filipino people Up¬ 
permost in his mind at all times. They 
were all willing to concede that he has the 
most brilliant mind in the Philippines today. 
They also admitted that he saved thousands 
and thousands of lives by his courageous 
acts, X talked with hundreds and hundreds 
erf Filipinos and not a single Filipino uttered 
a word of criticism against Laurel. They 
acclaimed him as their savior, 

; Before X close this letter X should like to 
briefly refer to the chief charge which was 
brought against Laurel—the charge of be¬ 
ing a coUaboratlonist, 'What Is collabora¬ 
tion? Collaboration Implies willingness. 
The facts X have gathered, and.from which 
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X wrote the foregoing letter, do not disclose 
any willingness on the part or Laurel to work 
against the Interests and the welfare of the 
Filipino people, Tfee Filipinos were Inade¬ 
quately prepared and were quickly beaten by 
the Japs. Notwithstanding the Filipinos 
were at the mercy or a ruthless enemy, they 
remained loyal to America, some or the 
Filipinos “played ball” with ; the enemy be- 


“The fundamental objective or the Filipino 
occupation’s leaders was to enable the people 
to live, and to prevent their extermination 
by the cruel and barbarous enemy. This was 
not only the duty or the Filipinos to them* 
selves, but the moral obligation of the United 
States after the Filipinos had been aban¬ 
doned to their fate. We were faced with an 
actual situation, not with theories and we 


cause they knew that eventually they would, “did our best under God and In loyalty to our’ 
be liberated,- Seme Filipinos disguised their people. 


real feelings in order to survive until liber¬ 
ation came. Yes; some few Filipinos “played 
ball" with the Japs because they thought the 
Japs would be victorious, Those^few made 
a lot of money. The record win show that 
Laurel dealt brutally with, this latter group 
of traitors. This small group of FUiplnos 
who thought the Japs would win are bitter 
against Laurel and they have charged himi 


“I am* not insensitive to the demonstra¬ 
tions of affection of my people wherever ! 
go, and X shall continue to serve them In my 
retirement with loyalty and courage, 
“Fk*ua*y 25* 1047. “Jest P. LaumkJ* 

m mi e*** j w xiML ,rm " • * ma m m* ■ 

y^Dx. Laurel is a deep thinker, a man of^ 
great learning, a farsighted man. Xn talk¬ 
ing to me about Russia in the early part 


with being a traitor. When the war ended * °* *? 47 ' ^ 

Laurel was a poor man.. Today he lives in l JTCh* XJnited Nations needs oil In Its ma 


a small house, poorly furnished, but his con- ( 
silence is clear.. He holds his head high and 
looks in the faces of his fellow men because 
his fellow men’love and trust him, 

On February 25, 1947, Just 2 days before l 
left Manila* Dr, Laurel asked me to have 
lunch with him at a small., not-too-impres- 
sive restaurant In downtown Manila. When 
we walked into the restaurant all who were 
sitting at tables and at the lunch counter, 
crowded around their idol* the man they 
loved, the man who had saved them during 
Japanese occupation. X was seated at. a 
table and X waited almost 50 minutes for : 
Dr. Laurel to Join me. He just could not get j* 
away from his friends.* Finally, when he J 
reached my table and we started to have our 
lunch, X asked, Dr. Laurel for a statement. 
He asked for a piece of paper and started to 
write rapidly and without a pause. The fol¬ 
lowing ur the statement which this great 
man handed me: 

“Before the Pacific war X was an Associate 
Justice of our Supreme Court,. After the ‘ 
outbreak of the war X was made Secretary of { 
T Justice and thus became a member of Mr * 
Quezon’s war Cabinet; X was to accompany f 
him on his flight from Manna; but at the last > 
hour he asked me to stay and help the rank¬ 
ing member: of his Cabinet (Who * was his ■ ■ 


chinexy, Xt Is not functioning properly. 
This great body can do a world of good, If 
reorganized and made workable. Russia Is 
not greater than the United Nations and 
Russia should be made to understand this 
in plain language, Xf Russia wishes to op¬ 
pose all free peoples then It Is better for 
the world to have Russia outside the family 
of United Nations * 

Laurel’s greatest obsession is his uncom¬ 
promising opposition to communism. He is 
alarmed because a number of former liberty- 
loving countries are shifting or have shifted 
to socialism. One day when we were driv¬ 
ing along Dewey Boulevard on the ocean 
front, he looked Into the open sea and said: 

“Mr. Reeves, communism Is the greatest 
menace to the world today. Communism 
has spread throughout Europe and it Is gain¬ 
ing rapidly In Asia. Xt has ruined China 
and reports Indicate It has a strong foot¬ 
hold In South America, Thank God. Mc¬ 
Arthur has not' permitted it to make any 
headway In Japan.” X told Dr. Laurel that 
communism would not’ make any headway 
In the United States, whereupon he added; 
“You Americans seem to think this Red 
movement cannot'take root In your country 
because of your great wealth. Red Infiltra¬ 
tion has made considerable headway in Bra- 


executive secretary, Jorge Vargas) protect £ zil, the richest country la South America, 
the civilian population, \TfcI* should serve as a warning to America,;/ 

“President Quezon left the FiliDlno leaders ^ This man X*aUrel seems to have been en- 


“President Quezon left the Filipino leaders 
behind with Instructions to do their best' to 
protect the people; and he authorized us to 
do whatever was necessary to this end, short 
t of taking the oath of allegiance to Japan, 
This was done with the knowledge and ap¬ 
proval of General Mac Arthur, 

“The Filipino leaders endeavored and tried 
their best under the circumstances. They 
refrained from taking any step calculated to 
help the Japanese in their ■ military objec¬ 
tives, and if anything was done which might 
nwithe impression ^rendering aid to- the 
enemy, this was done either Under force or 
' duress under military occupation. This is 
evident, for instance. In the case of the dec¬ 
laration of a state of war where the Filipino 
leaders refused to authorize conscription of 
the Filipinos for military purposes of the 
enemy. Many more instances can ‘be men¬ 
tioned. 
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wThis man Laurel seems to have been en¬ 
dowed with that extraordinary clarity of 
vision, that vivid imagination, which Is the 
mark of the truly great man; There is not 
a coarse fiber in his make-up.- He is kind,’ 
humane, and quiet-spoken. He loves chil¬ 
dren. On once occasion X found him in the 
rose garden In front of his heme,- He was 
wearing khaki shirt and khaki trousers, 
watching a little girl romp and play among 
the flowers. 

The example set by Dr, Laurel win for¬ 
ever stand out as a beacon light, typifying 
the quality and character that go to make 
up a great man in all senses ox the word. 
He fought for the FUiplnos before the com- 
1 monwealth was established. He fought’for 
Philippine independence. He fed, he clothed, 
he guided, he protected‘his people during 
Japanese occupation. Today he Is using hi* 
energy and resourceful mind to oppose the 


onrushing tide of communism. Before the' 
war and during Japanese occupation the* 
name of Laurel was a living symbol of na¬ 
tional assertiveness, of dignity and of pa¬ 
triotic ardor which enrich the mainsprings 
of a noble heritage^ The war did not change, 
the. genuine metal of Xfts greatness. Today 
he has more friends throughout the Phil¬ 
ippines than he had before the Japs arrived 
in Manila. 

Laurel has used his great talents to ad-- 
vance the cause of justice. He has given 
his aU to the cause of righteousness* His 
only concern Is the triumph of Justice. 
He has fought against every form of op¬ 
pression and, discrimination. He has Used 
his wisdom, his influence, his energy, and 
■what material means he had to assist those 
who needed his help and guidance. His 
Intelligence, his strength* his greatness has 
not caused him to lose the common touch. 
His pulse beats for the common man. He 
Is the champion of the common man In the 
Philippines today. He represents the. ideals 
which Riga! fought for. By his devotion 
to principle, his austerity, his refusal to 
compromise, his. > love of country, he has 
won minions of followers to, his banner.. 
He spent himself utterly, with never a 
thought of his own comfort or his own wel¬ 
fare.- The one impelling force which has 
guided ■ this man throughout" his' life has 
been his desire to help his people. ^ 

When Laurel’s - time has ccme, to an end 
historians of the future will present the true 
size and stature of. this great patriot. They 
wiu rank him with Rizai, Bonifido. General 
Luna. Mabinl, and Quezon. Xt will be. $aid 
that his understanding mind, his profound 
sympathy, his human kindness, his. moral 
courage, his iron wifi, his rugged fearlessness 
will serve as an inspiration for unborn gen¬ 
erations to come, and an illustration of 
hOw a great personality can utilize the op¬ 
portunities of the land he so deeply loved. 

Whatever verdict awaits cannot disturb 
Laurel’s conscience. Justice cannot fail this 
great man whose sacrificial service now shines 
in the fullness of its grandeur within the 
contemplation of a grateful people. Laurel 
thinks that what he did was for the best 
Interests of his people, and he has publicly 
stated he would do It all over again, Such 
a man of steel will always remain in the 
hearts of his people. 

This has been a long letter, Harold, and 
X hope that you have taken time to read : 
it through carefully,. The welfare of the 
Philippines and the Filipino people is still 
a matter of vital importance to the United 
States—of> more importance than we-may 
now realize, Xt would be a disaster to his 
wintry If Laurel’s effectiveness as a leader 
were In any way Impaired, There may be a 
time in the near future when the exponents 
of democracy will need every strong friend 
they can muster in. the fight to keep the. 
Insidious forces of communism from spread¬ 
ing throughout the Philippines, 

Give my regards to the staff and keep up 
the good work. 

Regards, 

L P. W. Resvts. 
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. Remylet August 6, 1947 in which the Bureau and the San Francisco 
Office were advised that upon receipt of additional information relative to 
the encoded document%entioned in the original communication, and data relative 
to the activity of ANNA LOUISE^ TRONG, that the Bureau and San Francisco would 
be advised thereof* 

Captain FORREST A. HATFIELD, 401st Counter-Intelligence Corps 
Detachment, G-2, Ebnolulu, has made available a copy of a wire from the 1135th 
CSC Detachment, Philippines-Ryukyus Command, APO 707, Manila, P. I., which 
Sj^states as follows* 

| "ANNA LOUISE STRONG DEPARTED SHANGHAI, 16 JULY 1947, BOUND ‘ ^ "J 

VLADIVOSTOK AND POSSIBLY MOSCOW. FURTHER INFORMATION 
ASCERTAINABLE FROM SECURITY CONTROL SECTION, AAG, APO 917." 

Capt* HATFIELD stated that he believed information would be re¬ 
x’ j ceived in the very near future reflecting STRCNG*s activities on behalf of the 
I C P In ^ Mna-. and information relative to her future plans* Upon receipt of the 
y**sa557 the Bureau and San Francisco will be advised, of this additional infor- 
I > nation. 

No further information has been received to date relative to the 
encoded document mentioned in my comuni cation of August 6, 1947* 
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MARCH 13, 1948 
SAC - NEW YORK 


CP-PHILI PPINE /IS-R. HONOLULU ADVISES FILIPINO, DELEGA TION COMPOSED 
OF JUAN C. ORENDJAN, PRESS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS SECRETARY TO 
PRESIDENT MANUEL ROXAS; HORACIO BORREMEO, MANILA CHRONICLE; 

AND CIPRIANO D, CID, MANILA EVENING NEWS, ARRIVED HONOLULU TWO PM 
HONOLULU TIME EN ROUTE GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, FOR WORLD FREEDOM 

- x 

OF INFORMATION CONFERENCE WITH STOP-OVER IN N.Y. FOR WORD WITH 
CARLOS ROMULO, FILIPINO UN DELEGATE. DELEGATION WAS GREETED BY 
MODESTO FAROLAN, PHILIPPINE CONSUL GENERAL; JACK BARUKI KA WANO, 
PRESIDENT OF ILWU LOCAL ONE THREE SIX AND NINETEEN FORTY-SIX 
CP EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER IN HAWAII; AND PEDRO DELACRUZ, ILWU 
MEMBER. ARMY DESCRIBES CIPRIANO D. CID AS PRESIDENT OF THE LEFT 

f l ! 

WING PHILIPPINE CONGRESS LABOR ORGANIZATION, A SUSPECTED HUKBALA 
HAP AND LEADER OF A CITY WIDE STRIKE IN MANILA FROM NOVEMBER 
THIRD THRU NINETEENTH, NINETEEN FORTY-SIX. NO RECORD OF ORENDIA, 
OR BORROMEO. DELEGATION REPORTED DEPARTING HONOLULU MARCH . 


ELEVEN LAST. MODE OF TRAVEL UNKNOWN. FOR YOUR INFORMATION. / 
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March 15,1948 


gSHyiPFMTffLl 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


To: Director 

Control Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, N. W. 

, Washington, D. C. 

From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, FBI 

Re: COMMUNIST PARTY - PHILIPPINE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


This Bureau has been advised that a Filipino delegation composed of 
Juan C. Orcadian, Press and Public Relations Secretary to President Manuel 
Rosas; Horacio Borremeo, *'Manila Chronicle"; and Cipriano D. Cid, "Manila 
Evening News,** arrived at Honolulu at 2:00 pan. Honolulu time, en route to 
Geneva, Switserland, tor the World Freedom of Information Conference. It is 
reported that they will stop over in New York for a word with Carlos Romulo, 
Filipino United .Nations delegate. 

While in Honolulu the delegation was greeted by Modesto Farolan, 
Philippine Consul General; Jack Harukl Kawano, president of ILWU Local 134, 
and 1944 Communist Party Executive Board member In Hawaii; and Pedro 
Delacrus, an ILWU member. 

The 401st CIC Office in Honolulu has described Cipriano D. Cid as 
president of the left-wing Philippine Congress Labor Organisation, a known 
member of the Philippine Communist Party, a suspected Hukbalahap, and 
leader of a city-wide strike in Manila from November 3 through the 19th, 1944. 
They further advised that they have no record of Orendlan or Borromeo, The 
delegation was reported to be departing from Honolulu on March 11,1948, at 
7:00 pm. 
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r nmmiHiST PAP TY USA, DISTRICT 13, HONOLULU DIVISION, UNITEO C 
NATIONS ORGANIZATION, IS - CiT",BUREAU FiLE IOO- 3 - 8 O. FILIPINO 
DELEGATION COMPOSED OF JUAN C A'-DREND UN, PRESS AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT MANUft^B OXAS*, H0RAC1Q 
-BORROMEO, MANILA CHRONICLE*, AND CIPRIANO^U. \CTD, MANILA EVENING 
ttSs; ARRIVED HONOLULU 2 PM HONOLULU TIME £N ROUTE GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND FOpTWORLD FREEOOM OF INFORMATJON CONFERENCE WITH 


STOP-OVER IN NEW YORK FOR WORD WITH ChR\ ng>ROMULO f ML IP I NO z' 
UN DELEGATE. DELEGATION WAS GREETED,B >"MOOESTirFggO £gN, 
PHILIPPINE CONSUL GENERAL*, JACb4uRUKKJsyv' janu, PUEiluENT JT 
ILWU LOCAL 136 AND 194-8 COMMUNIST^PARTY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER/ 
IN HAWAII*, AND ILWU MEMBER, PEDRO uELACRUZ. ClC HONOLULU 

DESCRIBES Cl PR IANO D. CID AS PRESIDENT OF THE LEFT WING 
PHILIPPINE CONGRESS LABOR ORGANIZATION, A KNOWN MEMBER OF THE 
PHILIPPINE COMMUNIST PARTY (PARTIDO KQjMUNISTA SA PHILIPINAS), 

A SUSPECTED HUKBALAHAP AND LEADER OF A CITY WIOE STRIKE IN 
MANILA FROM NOVEMBER 3 THROUGH NOVEMBER 1$, 4-6. NO RECORD 
“REND I AN OR BORROMEO. DELEGATION DEPARTING HONOLULU 7 PM 
MARCH 11, 48 . ’ 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the .Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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November 23, 1948 
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Dear Sir: 



Submitting herewith is information obtained [ 
Nbvettbe g .lg,..^#^ the building located at 35 East 12th Street, 
cw York, New York. This building is occupied by the following, 


’b7D 


New 

which are all under the control of the Communist Party: Freedom 
of the Press, Inc. (’•Worker 1 ’ a^d ,! Daily Worker”); Morning Frciheit 
Association ('’Morning Freihei’ and ”Jewish Life”).; Workers’ Book¬ 
shop; Wholesale Book Corporation; .? & D Printing Company; 12th - ,13th 
Realty Corporation; Communist Party - U.S.A.; communist party - N. Y. 
State; Communist Party - N. Y. County. 

h 

The original exhibit is being retained in the file? of the 
New York Office. i ! 

Description of exhibit: ' \ 

A one page United press Service release from New York, dated 
Aug. 6th concerning the rejection of an appeal by Earl Browier for 
readaission to the Party by the CP’s 14th National Convention. 

Attached to the release there is a typewritten note with the pencilled 
notation ’’from the Philippines” concerning the reinstatement of the 
expelled GUILLERKCKCAPADOCIA. 


FINCL.1 ATTACH^ 




cc: NY 100-25693 
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Very truly yours. 
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Our own cell is more liberal in these 
natters* We expelled Guillermo Capadocia 
after the war for palsy-walsying with the 
Japs, but after doing penance, old Cap 
was taken back* Cap now goes around telling 
people he is a true-blue Communist* He can Y t 
be secretary-general no more, nor may he 
qualify for any position in the local politburo 
byfhe is back—and that's enough* 


The trouble with the US party is it's 
yoo damn doctrinaire* 






HEW YOUKp 

. • . V. \. . S ‘ “ ^ . '••'■ % -\, 4 ,r; ■.%■,-/%* ■ •*»$ ' flfti V.'|T •’•.'.^•* i ••' .T^- .' \ 3 c V*^ *, 4 - 

\ . ’. ' V ’ * ^ ] ' ■ • ’ - U ' ’ _ ■ ' “ 1 ^ y ii* ' . T( ^ •' ' $ 

ZQmmUQn turned ! f8^: '. 

ousted in; 1945 s for reAdsasaioa to the^r^^ 4 , . 

Two hundred And fifty delegates unanimously rejected 
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appeal on a recoaaigadAtioa of the comsaittEe on' AppgAiSc' ; f ■ ,,, ’‘' i " rs '- 5 >^w^ v * 




The cosssitfce.fe.heAdsd by Robert Thompsons• one of 12 key 
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siiiBists Indicted for plotting to overthrow-1hr government^, 
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three reasons for reeo®Qending rejection of BrotsdEr*s 

. lo His virl tings since his continued to express Anti- 
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Marxist views for which hE was easpeXledg 
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Z„ m has not shorn a change from hi8 policies as former ■ 



> a . His request for reAd^seioh w is Itself 'a fora of dlsl' 
guised party activity And continuation of his; re peat Ed efforts 
to split thfe party And discredit it,” 

.-• Browder was thrw® ~dU:fc hecAuse. he dissolved ths party in 
1944 and set up in its dIace a communist political associAtion, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

No Explication Fees are charged for Eyeleted Page Information Sheetfs). 

Total Deleted Page(s) —■ 53 
Page 7 — R.eferraLTTirect 
Page 3 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 9 —- Referral/Eirect 
Page 10 —- Referral/Eirect 
Page 1 I — Referral/Eirect 
Page 13 —- Referral/Eirect 
Page 14 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 15 — Referral/E ire ct 
Page It 5 ■— Referrai/Eirect 
Page 33 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 3 9 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 40 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 41 —■ Referral/E ire ct 
Page 42 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 43 —- Referral/Eirect 
Page 44 —- Referral/Eirect 
Page 45 ~ Referral/Eirect 
Page 46 ■— Referral/Eirect 
Page 47 ■— Referral/Eirect 
Page 43 -- Referral/Eirect 
Page 49 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 50 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 67 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 68 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 69 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 71 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 72 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 73 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 74 ~ Referral/Eirect 
Page 75 ■— Referrai/Eirect 
Page 76 ■— Referral/Eirect 
Page 77 -- Referral/Eirect 
Page 73 ~ Referral/Eirect 
Page 79 —- Referrai/Eirect 
Page SO —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page SI —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page S2 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page S3 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 34 —■ Referrai/Eirect 
Page 35 —■ Referral/Eirect 
Page 36 —- Referral/Eirect 
Page 37 ■— Referrai/Eirect 
Page 38 ■— Referral/Eirect 
Page 123 —- Referral/Eirect 







Page 124 —■ Referral/£>trect 
Page 123 —■ Referral/E>trect 
Page 129 —- Referral/E>irect; 


Page 130 —■ Referral/E>irect 
Page 131 —■ Referral/E>±rect 
Page 132 —- Referral/E>ireei 
Page 133 —■ Referral/E>irect 
Page 134 —■ Referral/E>trect 
Page 135 ■— Re£erral/£>frecf: 



